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freedom. As we fight this new war on terror, we WE WILL FIND YOU! ...And to you brave officers • 
sfand as united Americans with the brave warriors and and warriors doing this task, we at BlackHawk thank you, 
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Leao-Fhee Advanced NyTrilium™ Composite 


The World's Premier AntiTerrorjst Rounds 

- - --l jta Over ten years in the making, 

_ the new ExtremeShock™ tacti- 

1 JD, cal defense rounds represent 
the ultimate refinement in lethal 
”.. ' |j bullet technology. The 

! advanced NyTrilium™ compos¬ 
ite fragments upon impact, leaving a wound channel of cata¬ 
strophic proportions. The expansive fragmentation character¬ 
istics of the Extreme Shock'" 1 round transfer the bullets ener¬ 
gy in a far faster time span than conventional hollowpoints. 

The corresponding stopping power is utterly devastating. 

ExtremeShock™ rounds are engineered to expend maximum 
energy into soft targets, turning the density mass into an 
expanding rotational cone of NyTrilium matrix particles, caus¬ 
ing neurological collapse to the central nervous system. 
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ExtremeShock™ Personal Defense ammunition is 
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ballistic vest requirements, but are devaslatlngiy 
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shoot a rabid dog on a playground with less worry 
that the bullet will penetrate, hit the ground, ricochet 
and injure or kill a bystander. 

Accuracy, Environmental 
Safety, Range Friendly, 
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The precision casting and processing methods of the 
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construction eliminates hazardous waste and the 
frangible characteristics reduce wear and tear on 
steel targets in kill houses. Reduced ventilation 
issues can simplify range construe- ,. 
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in a full range of pistol and \1 
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actions of most automatics. WWWJXTREME 




Extraordinary Capability and 
A New Level Of Control 

The reduced over-penetration and reduced ricochet charac¬ 
teristics of these rounds are nothing short of revolutionary. 
Over-penetration is minimized as the complete energy of the 
bullet, including the fragmented bullet itself are typically con¬ 
tained within the target. In the unlikely 
event an armed assailant were 
... -----—.... to survive a center mass hit, 
/ • \ the risk to EMS personnel 
/ .i . \ is reduced 
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£■ J shredding, razor sharp 

V / fragments of traditional 

\ / rounds. The 

\ / ExtremeShock™ round 

\. ... ^ disintegrates when it hits 

hard targets such as many inte¬ 
rior walls and airplane skins, but 
retains astonishing stopping power on organic targets. Its 
capability for inside-the-aircraft antiterrorism operations is leg¬ 
endary within the special operations community . 
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by Reid Kincaid 

This incredible survival resource 
is to everyday travelers who 
have no specialized training or 
gear. It walks readers step by 
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11, softcover, illus., 400 pp. 
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What You Need to Know to 
Survive in Today's World 
by Bruce Clayton, Ph.D. 

The key to surviving|any emer¬ 
gency is knowledge., No (me in 
the emergency preparedness 
field is more knowledgeable 
than Bruce Clayton. Here he 
assesses today's terrorist threat 
and explains in practical terms 
what you can do to reduce the 
risks to you and your family, 5 
1/2x81/2, hardcover, photos, 
192 pp. 4LAT $24.95 
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Guidance 


Sensenbrenner to Cops: DROP DEAD 


Y ou may never have heard of Ahmed 
Sattar and chances are neither has 
Congressman James Sensenbrenner (R.- 
Wisconsin). But if you’re a cop, this is a name 
you ought to know. That’s because Mr. Sattar, 
a Staten Island mailman, was just arrested as 
an accomplice of Sheik Omar Abdel Rahman. 
The feds say Sattar used his post office job to 
compile the home addresses of federal officers 
investigating the Sheik’s terrorist network. 
Aligned with al-Qaeda, this is the gang 
responsible for the World Trade Center bomb 
job in 1993, eight years before bin Laden’s 
crew landed the knockout punch. Sheik 
Rahman is behind bars but terrorist minions, 
like Satta, are likely still out there — making 
a target of the law-enforcement officers 
assigned to track them down. 

Scary thought, isn’t it? Bin Laden and his 
pals gunning for American cops — and their 
families. That’s one reason why at least 252 
members of Congress — and the White House 
— want to pass H.R. 218, “the Community 
Protection Act.” This legislation makes it legal 
for qualified cops — on- and off-duty, active 
and retired — to carry concealed firearms any¬ 
where in the U.S. Right now, cops are subject 
to a morass of local ordinances that makes it 
almost impossible to know when they’re 
inside the law when they carry their firearms 
across jurisdictions. Result: Many cops simply 
leave their firearms at home. 

But H.R. 218 is about more than just pro¬ 
tecting cops and their families against terror¬ 
ists and criminals. Of America’s nearly 700,000 
law-enforcement personnel, only about 25% 
are on duty at any given time. H.R. 218 will 
enable qualified olf-duty — and even retired — 
cops to prevent crimes-in-progress against 
ordinary citizens. 

Now, I mention the “Honorable” Mr. 
Sensenbrenner because he has decided to 
oppose H.R. 218. In fact, as Chairman of the 
House Judiciary Committee, he has refused to 
schedule a vote and is blocking any bearings. 


Despite broad bi-partisan support and a nod 
from the White House, Sensenbrenner has 
decided to dig in his heels. He’s got H.R. 218 
stopped in its tracks. 

Why is he so opposed? His answer seems 
to depend on which day of the week he’s 
asked, but usually he talks about not wanting 
to violate “states rights.” (Funny, he never 
expressed any concern about trampling states 
rights when he voted for the Brady Bill back in 
’94.) Off the record, Capitol Hill insiders say 
he’s a stubborn s.o.b. and likes the “maverick” 
label a la John McCain. He call himself “con¬ 
servative” but many feel he displays a not-too- 
subtle anti-cop bias. As a multi-millionaire (in 
fact, one of the richest men in Congress), it’s a 
pretty sure bet he’s never looked down the 
wrong end of a muzzle. He’s rich and his 
Congressional seat is probably safe for as long 
as he wants it. So, unless the political heat 
gets a lot more intense than it is now, chances 
are he’s not going to budge. 

H.R. 218, conceived by our tough-as-nails 
friends at the Law Enforcement Alliance of 
America, introduced by Randy (“Duke”) 
Cunningham (R,-Califomia) and called the 
number-one legislative priority of the 
Fraternal Order of Police is, quite simply, a no- 
brainer. It SHOULD pass — and the sooner 
the better. Can you think of a better way to 
put almost one-and-a-half million trained guns 
on the street — at zero cost to the taxpayer? I 
can’t. (I also can’t think of a better first step 
promoting uniform national concealed-carry 
for all qualified American citizens.) 

If you think cops ought to have the right to 
defend themselves now is the time to give Mr. 
Sensenbrenner a piece of your mind. Call his 
Capitol Hill office at 202-224-3121; or E-Mail 
him at sensen09@mail.housc.gov . 

Reprinted by permission of the Law 
Enforcement Alliance of America, 7700 
Leesburg Pike, #421, Falls Church, VA 22043; 
phone: 703-847-COPS; fax:703-556-6485; 
website: wwwAeaa.org. ^ 
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Startling numbers of suspects report 

SEEING A BRILLIANT WHITE LIGHT DURING 
NEAR-DEATH EXPERIENCES. 



S earing bright light from your 
SureFire Combat Light® 
carves the darkness, 
temporarily blinding a suspect. 

He can't stab what he can't see. 

Helplessly disoriented by the powerful 
beam, he hears only the bark of your 
strong command to drop his weapon. He 
tries to turn away from the light, but there is 
no hiding from a SureFire Combat Light. 

Blinded, a grim realization reaches his primitive 
brain, a survival imperative overcoming his criminal 
inclinations—he is about to die. He complies with your 
orders, his knife clattering to the pavement. 

A SureFire flashlight is a powerful “force option." Bright 
light is disorienting. The human eye cannot look into light 
this bright; it closes reflexively. SureFire manufacturers 
the brightest tactical lights on the market, up to 225 
lumens of blinding white light from our duty-belt 
compatible M3 Combat Light. 

End the fight before it starts with the 
“force option” of a SureFire Combat Light. 



(BLIND FELON NOT INCLUDED) 



M3 COMBATLIGHT 
WITH TURBO HEAD 


Z2 COMBATLIGHT 


M3 COMBATLIGHT 




SUREFIRE.COM 800 . 828.8809 


^Copyright 20C)1 SureFire LLC 




SOF Loses One Of The “Good Guys” 

Mike McPike, a longtime friend of the SOF staff, recently 
passed away at his home in Highlands Ranch, Colorado. He 
was 63. A former resident of California, Mike stopped by our 
offices for the first time in 1983 with several boxes of medical 
supplies in-hand for Refugee Relief International’s Central 
American projects. When Martin-Marietta transferred him to 
their Colorado facility, he was a frequent and welcome visitor 
at our Boulder headquarters, as well as a generous contribu¬ 
tor to various SOF-related causes. Of late, Mike headed-up 
Global Adventures, which arranged safari tours, and was 
actively promoting the establishment of anti-poaching assis¬ 



tance for Africa. In this photo taken in the 50F warehouse 
during his first visit, McPike (right) is delivering medical sup¬ 
plies to staffer and then-President of RRII Tom Reisinger. 
Funeral services were attended by Robert K. Brown, 
Editor/Publisher of SOF, and Col. Alex McColl, USA (Ret.). 
As McColl stated, “Mike McPike was most certainly one of 
the good guys.” He is missed. 


Alien Families Sue USG Over Desert Deaths 

For the “negligent act” of failing to install water stations to 
aid illegal border crossers in the remote Cabanza Prieta 
National Wildlife Refuge in western Arizona, the U.S. 
Department of the Interior and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife ser¬ 
vice are being sued for more than $33 million. The lawsuit 
stems from the deaths of 14 illegals who, after being abandoned 
by their “coyote” alien smuggler, died in the remote desert 
known as “Devil’s Path” in June of last year. Temperatures in 
that region routinely reach 130 degrees during the summer. 

At $3.75 million per death, the incident could prove to be 
the most expensive alien incident in U.S. history. James 
Metcalf, attorney for the families of the dead, claims that 


because the U.S. agencies rejected a request by the group 
“Humane Borders” to place brightly marked water tanks in 
the refuge, they knowingly denied life-saving water to “immi¬ 
grants” they Imew were crossing in that area. The refuge 
already has several year-round water holes that are marked 
by towers, and refuge rules prohibit any motorized traffic, 
including Border Patrol vehicles, from entering the area. 

Due to increased security at other popular crossing points 
such as Nogales and Douglas, Arizona, would-be illegals and 
the smugglers who take their money have been crossing in 
more remote areas. This has lead to numerous deaths when 
the smugglers abandon their charges in such areas without 
direction or sufficient water. The actual smuggler responsible 
for abandoning the illegal crossers in this instance, is cur¬ 
rently serving a 16-year sentence in Mexico for manslaughter. 
Unlike the United States, Mexico has no provision stating 
that people leaving Mexico must depart through a recognized 
port of entry, and as such makes no effort to stop northbound 
traffic in out-of-the-way places. — Jim Bartlett 


Defense Boycott Triggered By Violence 

Various European nations have imposed or discussed 
boycotts against Israeli defense manufacturers, in reaction 
to Israeli military operations in the West Bank. Norway has 
suspended defense procurement, and Council of Europe 
parliamentarians meeting in Strasbourg, France called for 
an arms embargo and to rescind the EU’s free-trade associ¬ 
ation agreement with Israel. Israeli defense contractors sold 
some $300 million worth of military hardware to EU 
nations in 2001, including perimeter intrusion detection 
systems, air-to-air missiles, pilot-training devices, aircraft 
targeting systems, unmanned aerial vehicles and anti-tank 
missiles produced under license. 


More Smuggler’s Tunnels Discovered 

A 300-yard tunnel under the U.S. border with Mexico, 
complete with rail system, electric lighting and ventilation, 
was uncovered in a ranch house near Tecate, Mexico. It is the 
sixth tunnel to be uncovered since December. Used primari¬ 
ly by drug runners, the tunnels have proven an excellent way 
to bypass fences and the U.S. Border Patrol. In April, one was 
uncovered in a parking lot near the U.S. Customs house in 
Nogales, Arizona. 

Because they usually emerge on the north side of the fence 
in homes or warehouses, the Border Patrol is hard pressed to 
detect or interdict such facilities and some, including the 

Continued on page 12 
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Created specifically for American fighters like you 
by a decorated U.S. special forces combat expert! 


"I’ll Pay You $10 

If You Don’t Agree This Vicious New 
AMERICAN COMBAT KARATE 


Can Transform You Overnig ht 
Into A Mega-Dangerous Fighter!” 

Take the world’s best streetfighters (almost all of them Americans)... combine with the most feared spec op 
soldiers (ALL of them American)... mix in some good old U.S.A.-style boxing, a little grappling, and a LOT of 
dirty tricks... then filter it all through the most RESPECTED American combat veteran to ever train civilians... 
and you’ve got a brutal, lethal and unbelievably effectlveiightingsystem that will change your life literally 
overnight! Just one short hour with this genuine combat hero will prove it... orwe’llpavvouSlO 


(Dateline Visalia, CA) This is advance 
notice on something that is gonna rip the 
martial arts world a new one. I can’t believe 
we got such a famous American war-hero 
to reveal this dangerous stuff. 

It’s just killer fighting information. 

Here’s the details: As you know, 
Dale Comstock is one of the most unique 
Spec Op soldiers in U.S. military history. 
He’s been in 8 major (and very bloody) 
combat missions... and I’m told that’s 7 
more than almost 99% of the rest of the 
Spec Op world. 

Dale has moved from the paratroopers, 
to Delta Force, to the Green Berets - 
anywhere he could guarantee being in... 

The “First In” Combat Unit 
During Every Recent 
“Hot Duty” Hostile Action! 

Did you see this guy’s war record? 
Desert Storm, Grenada, secret missions in 
Africa, Central America, the Middle East. 
Master sergeant in multiple bad-ass units. 
Earned the Bronze Star, with that special 
“V” for valor (which translates to heroism 
under combat conditions). I lost count 
after reading about another dozen high- 
profile medals and combat awards. This 
guy has been in the shit. 

That story about leading long-range 
“deep'’ reconnaissance scouts 30 clicks 
behind enemy lines in Grenada... and 
those “A”Team Spec Op guerilla missions 
in Africa. I mean... wow! I can’t believe 


By Bob Pierce 

President, Threat Response Solutions 
Hollywood hasn’t grabbed his story yet. 

THIS is the guy I want to train with. 

Twenty-eight years mastery in different 
styles of hand-to-hand (including shoot 
fighting, boxing, karate, kick boxing, and 
all those years learning “speed- 
grappling” with the Gracies...). He’s been 
in over 211 street fights, plus a dozen 
professional boxing matches as a 164- 
pound “light middle weight”... as a hobby. 

Dale puts his face where his mouth is, 
that’s for sure. (How about that huge jerk 
with 8 black belts Dale pummeled a while 
ago? That ought to prove once and for 
all those fancy dojo talents aren’t worth a 
thing against this kind of simple street- 
combat savvy. I hear Mr. 8 Black Belts is 
still in shock, still recovering from the 
beating.) 

I love what Dale calls this new style, too... 

“American Combat 
Karate!” 

This “instant domination” training 
really fits with the way Americans think. 
A little boxing, a little grappling, lots of 
pure streetfighting smarts... and the 
simplest “menu” of end-the-fight-fast 
moves I’ve ever seen. 

He’s taught over 700 students under 
secretive conditions, including tons of 
women and kids. That’s great. Proves 
you don’t need strength or size to master 
this stuff. And the SWAT and military 
guys he trains come back to thank him, 



"American Combat Karate ", a hot new 
hand-to-hand fighting system is finally revealed 
to you by the highly respected and decorated 
spec op soldier Dale Comstock. With his 
simple and highly effective system , 

(the same one taught to Delta Forces) 
you will know more about fighting and winning 
than 99% of anyone on the streets today! 

tears in their eyes, for saving their lives 
with his teachings. 

And you learn it all so FAST. It’s all 
about leverage, which is simple to learn. I 
am a changed man after just one viewing 
of his training tape. That’s all it took. This 
is perfect - and extremely nasty - training 
for anyone who isn’t big... doesn’t have 
much time (all you need, really, is an hour 
or so to “get” it)... and needs to be 100% 
positive these moves will work in the real 
world. 

It’s like this secret “short cut” to 
becoming a truly dangerous fighter. Using 









Listen to what men who know 
are saying about Dale Comstock: 


“Dale Comstock has vastly 
simplified the teaching of combat 
martial arts. He has broken it 
down into its basic physiological 
aspects which makes it very 
easy to learn and remember." 

— Darrell Hackle r. Chief Instructor 
CQC John F Kennedy Special 
Warfare School 

•I found Dale s instruction in the 
combat arts to be different from 
anything I had been previously 
exposed to This is a practical, 
easy-to-leam self-defense 
system that anyone can quickly 
absorb and use.* 1 

- Eric Wilson 

Owner - Global Security 
Consultants Inc Tampa t FL 


"Dale possesses the highest 
level of all-around combat skills of 
anybody I have ever met. His 
teaching style is easy and 
methodical, with none of the v 
arrogance I Ve encountered with 
other so-called professional* 
trainers. Dale Comstock has 
combined the absolute best of 
many martial disiplines into one 
very practical, easy-to-leam 
fighting system. 

What Dale can show you will 
give you the confidence to defend 
yourself appropriately in ANY 
threatening street situation." 

- James FinieUo 

VS. Army - Ft Bragg 


only a few proven moves that have been 
tested, over and over, in real life- 
threatening combat. 

American Combat Karate. That 
explains it, all right. Did you know most 
really good pro boxers cannot even 
bench-press their own weight? They 
don’t need to be strong - because great 
punches come from your feet and the 
torque in your waist. 

That’s how Dale has trained... 

Women And Kids 
To Slaughter Bigger Men 
In Just One Or Two Seconds! 

I think this is the best - and certainly 
the simplest — training we’ve ever 
produced. I mean, God, you can learn 
devastating moves that will make you 
invulnerable against a larger opponent... 
and learn them in just a short afternoon 
of watching Dale’s training tapes. Look, 
the entire package is a lot longer, but the 
meat of what you'll learn... the stuff that's 
really going to make you a truly dangerous 
fighter... will only take you about ONE 
HOUR to learn. 

During that one intensive hour, Dale's 
going to teach you: 

• The exact "condensed fundamentals" 
that Delta Force soldiers demand be¬ 
fore facing combat. "Condensed" 
means there are NO complex moves, 
NO boring practice required... yet it's 
still the most lethally dangerous skills 
a fighter can know. 

• How to throw a devastating punch just 
like a top-ranked American boxer... 
which will instantly stun anyone who 
thought you were "easy pickings". 

• A complete target map of the body’s 
“pain-rich” centers that allows you to 
take down an opponent twice your 
size, weight and strength. 

• How to instantly humiliate anyone who 
dares put his hands around your neck. 
This single amazingly simple move will 
have you quickly behind your oppo¬ 
nent and suddenly able to dominate 
him with ease. 

• The unique “collar choke” that gives 
you the power to knock anyone out 
cold in seconds. 

• A multitude of other simple but devas¬ 
tating choke holds invented by com¬ 
bat soldiers to stop any attacker in his 
tracks — instantly. 

• The secret combat punch, more devas¬ 
tating than a sledge hammer. 

• An incredibly simple “roll-out” release 
that will have you out of the dreaded 


front head-lock (where every street 
fight ends up at some point), in sec¬ 
onds. This handy little trick will get you 
on-top and in control every time. 

• Instant release techniques that will 
force your opponent to his knees... 
blinded with pain... no matter what kind 
of ironclad grip he thinks he has. 

• How a light touch on the right spot will 
break even a huge man's jaw like a piece 
of peanut brittle. 

• Multiple “dirty tricks” that allow you 
take quick advantage of the biggest 
mistake most thugs make when “bear- 
hugging” you from behind. 

• Astonishingly effective submission 
moves that Spec Op soldiers use in 
combat when there's NO help around. 

• And tons more! 

I was thinking of marketing this video 
package for $129. It’s worth it, that’s for 
sure. But in light of what's going on in 
America and around the world today, I 
won't sit on this to make a buck. No. I just 
want to get this out to good Americans 
everywhere by... 

Giving the BEST DEAL possible 
to guys who really need this! 

So here's the deal: 

^1 want you to have the entire package, 
shipped out today, for just $69. 

v^Take 9 months to decide if you really 
want this or not. No... make that a full 
year! All you have to do is return the 
hand-to-hand tape for a full refund if 


you're not absolutely thrilled. No ques¬ 
tions asked. 

v^Plus... there's a bonus tape (I'll tell you 
more about this later), that I want you 
to keep no matter what. (This is where 
all that juicy Spec Op weapons train¬ 
ing is at. Must-see offensive and de¬ 
fensive stuff if you’re into guns and 
knives at all.) 

v'What’s more... if you're not happy 
with the package and want a refund, 
for any reason whatsoever, you'll be 
rushed every penny of your purchase 
price... PLUS... 

I Will Send You Another $10 
Just For Looking! 

But this special low price and $10 
back on top is ONLY for an extremely 
limited time. 

Look, I'm just a small businessman 
with the wolf always at the door, so I 
simply can't afford to hold this hot deal 
for long - I'd go broke quick. So take 
advantage of this while you can. It’s just 
an incredible opportunity for anyone who 
wants to learn... 

HowTo Fight 

Like A Caged Beast, Fast! 

Here are the ordering instructions: 
Call 1-800-899-8153 and tell whoever 
answers you want the “American Combat 
Karate” video training package. You can 
use your credit card. 

Or, if you prefer to pay by check or 
money order ($69 plus $5 shipping and 



handling, payable to TRS), just use the 
Priority Order Form below. Clip it out and 
send it in. 

Of course, this is all on a rush-rush 
basis. You may not want to tell everybody 
this, but this low-ball offer will not... 
cannot... last. I simply can’t afford to take 
a financial bath on this. 

This offer may get pulled as soon as 
this issue comes off the stands... and you 
may never see it again. So act now. 

This training is the real thing. Dale is a 
total fighter- over200 street fights, massive 
military combat experience with elite Spec 
Op units, a mega-respected teacher who 
boxes professionally for a hobby. 

This is perfect for anyone who wants 
to learn how to fight... fast. Nasty, quick 
stuff that doesn’t require strength, agility 
or size. 

I want to schedule a private lesson 
with this guy. This is the stuff I’ve been 
waiting for all my life. 

Sincerely,_ 


Bob Pierce 

P.S. Oh... almost forgot... the bonus tape 
that I mentioned earlier is called "Dale 
Comstock's Armed Combat". It's an 
amazing piece of work that will teach you 
everything you'll need to protect yourself 
and your family ffom an armed attacker. 
This tape is packed wilh vital information 


you'll need like: 

• How to easily back up an armed attacker 
to give you plenty of room to escape 
or to launch your own vicious attack. 

• Which "nerve-targets" will quickly send 
a knife wielding opponent to his knees. 

• Secrets to using improvised weapons as 
a distraction or a direct-attack weapon. 

• What you need to do right friggin f 
now when you are without a weapon 
and surprised by an armed attacker. 

• A simple "stun-strike" that will force 
your attacker drop his knife like a red- 
hot coal. 

• How effortless strip his knife away the 
second he lunges. 

• Street-sawy "tip-offs" that will let you 
know exactly who you're dealing with. 

• Outrageous distraction tricks that will 
confuse and boggle your attacker and 
leave an opening you could drive a 
truck through. 

• A "target map" of lethal and nonlethal 
strike areas designed to quickly dis¬ 
able your opponent. 

• A simple "American Style" slashing 
techniques that creates a safety zone 
around you while keeping your oppo¬ 
nent under maximum pressure. 

• Quickly disarm an enemy the way 
combat solders do it in the field — fast, 
vicious and super-effective. 

• Take a gun away from an assailant as 
easy as taking candy from a baby. 

P.S.S. Make sure you’re clear on this 


outrageous offer. A full year to examine 
the package, no risk whatsoever, full 
refund if not happy... KEEP the “Armed 
Combat” video tape as our gift... and... 

Get $10 EXTRA 
Just For Looking! 

I can’t think of another way to make it 
easier to see this amazing training, without 
risk or obligation. Can you? 


Dale Comstock's 
Personal Combat 



ATEE 


"As a decorated 
soldier who has served ^ 
in America's most recent 
combat situations, I know 
what it's like to have 
someone's life depend on my 
word. I don't take that 
responsibility lightly. My 
word is gold. 

If you don’t like American 
Combat Karate for any reason, 
send it back to TRS and they’ll 
rush you every penny of your 
purchase price -- PLUS they'll 
send you another $10. 

You have my word on that. 

-- Dale Comstock 




"American Combat Karate" Priority Order Form! 

For fastest service use your credit card and Call Toll-FREE 

1-800-899-8153 (Department AK-27) 

a YES! I want to try this hot new training for myself. I know at $69 I'm getting a great deal on this video package 
and I get a FULL YEAR to check it out and decide if I want to keep it (even though I can learn these stunning move in an 
hour). And I can KEEP the "Armed Combat" training video even if I decide return the "American Combat Karate" package 
for a full refund of every penny of my purchase price... PLUS... if I do ask for my money back, you will give me an extra 
$10 just for having gone to the trouble of checking it out. That's niegargenergus ... and this deal is just too good to pass 
up. Here's how I want to pay: 

□ Enclosed is my check or money order (make payable to TRS) for $74 ($69 + 5 S&H) 

□ I prefer to pay with my credit card; Please charge my: Q Visa □ MasterCard □ Discover [DAmEx 


Card#_ 

Expires _ 
Signature 


- Name _ 

- Address_ 

_ City_St_ 

TRS • 606 East Acequia, Department AK-27 • Visalia, CA 93292 

CA residents add appropriate sales tax. Rush shipping available for additional charges of $10 for l-day’ shipping and $15 for ‘Overnight’ shipping, 
Foreign orders may require additional shipping. Cell for more information. 










Tecate tunnel, are believed to have oper¬ 
ated for years undetected. Border Patrol 
sources report, however, that most of the 
tunnels uncovered lately are new con¬ 
struction due to increased pressure in 
the post-September 11th world. 
Mainstream media reports pooh-poohed 
the idea that the tunnels might be used 
to smuggle terrorists into the country, 
pointing out that drug runners might not 
make them (or their money) welcome. 

— Jim Bartlett 


Tferrs Smuggle M Missiles Into U.S. 

Federal agencies have issued an alert 
that Islamic terrorists have smuggled 
shoulder-fired anti-aircraft missiles into 
the United States. Classified intelli¬ 
gence reports identified the specific 
missiles as Russian-built SA-7 or 
American-made Stinger anti-aircraft 
missiles. Another not improbable possi¬ 
bility are Pak-made knockoffs of 
Stingers that were smuggled into 
Afghanistan during the anti-Soviet era. 


Rhodesians Worldwide Magazine 

Rhodesians Worldwide is a magazine 
about, for and by Rhodesians, and for 
those interested in what has to be one of 
the most fascinating countries in sub- 
Saharan Africa. The 32-page, quarterly 
magazine is not merely an effective tool 
for keeping Rhodesian expats in touch, 
but is an excellent source of interesting 
and mostly unpublished stories that 
focus on all aspects of Rhodesian life, 
from the earliest days onward. Sections 
include “Zimbabwe News,” a section for 
messages to other Rhodesians, and a 
section featuring news on what 
Rhodesians are doing in whatever coun¬ 
try they now find themselves. Another 
popular section is the contact section in 
which people search for other people, 
and there is a classified section with 
hard-to-find items, and a personal clas¬ 
sified that is free. A number of 
Rhodesian-related advertisers feature 
prominently in each issue. Births, 
deaths, engagements, marriages, and 
memorials are placed in the magazine 
for free. Each issue has a feature story, 
and often, poems and personal narra¬ 
tives. Deadlines for submission are 30 
days prior to the publication. 

For further information contact 
Chris and Annette Whitehead, P.O. Box 
22034, Mesa, AZ 85277-2034; phone: 
480-924-0431; fax: 480-924-0269; 
email: szczecin@dancris.com . 
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Everything you want in a knife 
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73%: Second Amendment Is 
Individual Right 

A recent ABC News poll revealed that 
73% of the respondents agree with the 
U.S. Justice Department^ interpretation 
of the Second Amendment as protecting 
the rights of individuals to keep and bear 
arms. As part of the polling process, the 
entire text of the Second Amendment 
was read to the participants. Duh-uh. 
What part of “the right of the people to 
keep and bear arms shall not be 
infringed” don’t you understand? 


SADForlbrrorists 

Drawing from existing personnel in 
its Special Activities Division, the CIA 
has created a new unit specifically ded¬ 
icated to taking the war on terrorism to 
the terrorists - up close and personal, in 
their face ... and pre-emptively. The 
new unit, whose size is of course classi¬ 
fied, is to be unleashed only upon secret 
orders of the President, with a built-in 
requirement that congressional leaders 
be notified. Working under the aegis of 
the CLAs counterterrorism center where 
intelligence, military and law-enforce¬ 
ment agencies co-ordinate activities, the 
new unit will function much as other 
SAD operational units have in the past, 
but will be dedicated to the war on ter¬ 
rorism. With plausible deniability, black 
bags and wet assignments we wish this 
creme cadre every success. 


India Grounds MiG 21s 

Although defense ties between India 
and Russia have grown over the last 
decade, storm clouds gather over the 
issue of India’s MiG-21 fleet of 72 Soviet- 
made jets, which New Delhi has ground¬ 
ed in the wake of a series of accidents. 
Russian diplomats indicated to Defense 
News that the failures were due to 
Indian-made replacement parts from 
Hindustan Aeronautics Ltd. — or even 
that HAL may have built their own Mig- 
21s without licensing the plans. In the 
balance hangs a pending deal whereby 
India would buy 40 new Su-30 fighters, a 
plan that has been severely criticized in 
Parliament. The MiG-21 fleet was origi¬ 
nally bartered from the former Soviet 
Union, and with the breakup of the 
Soviet empire, India was left combing 
former Soviet satellite states for spare 
parts. India has lost some 220 aircraft — 
mostly MiGs — in accidents. ^ 


14 


www.soYmag.com • SOLDIER OF FORTUNE ^ SEPTEMBER BOOB 

















TASER 

Drops Attackers From 15 Feet 

• Selected by leading airlines 


ADVANCED TASER® M-Series 

18 Watts power output 


• Deployed by 1,500+ police agencies 


• Effective, safe choice for self defense 



• No permit or waiting period required* 

• Superior stopping power drops criminals 

in under 1 second with no permanent injuries 


TASER 


Visit our web site www.TASER.com 

to register to win a $10,000 cash prize! __ _ m ^ m _ _ M 

use entry code sf. The New Era of Defense Technology 


•Certain restrictions apuly in Ml, WT. MA, Rl. NY. NJ, HI and Wash DC. Check local laws. 


For additional information contact your nearest sporting arms dealer, 
or contact TASER International at: 800-978-2737 
email: Sales@TASER.com 
or Write to: TASER International 
P.O.Box 14463 

Scottsdale, AZ 85267-9913 USA 



INTERNATIONAL 


www.TASER.com 


TASER 1 is a registered Trademark of TASER^ International, Inc. 









American salaer 


Ir Israel 


by David Stone 


Jerusalem Diary 


4 May 2002: The IDF has a new strategy: Using intelli¬ 
gence gathered from captured documents and prisoner inter¬ 
rogations, it stages pinpoint raids into Palestinian Authority- 
controlled areas. These raids have stopped at least > one sui¬ 
cide bombing every day for the past two weeks, but not with¬ 
out cost. 

The PLO’s cadre of CIA and Spetznaz- trained snipers con¬ 
tinue to extract a price in IDF officers. Yesterday we suffered 
a Major killed and a Lt. Col. seriously wounded. 

The raids are patterned after those used by Israeli forces 
hunting terrorists in southern Lebanon in the early ’80s. 
Shabak and IDF Intelligence cooperate, sharing resources. 
They identify the locations where bombs are being manufac¬ 
tured, their makers, the suicide bomber(s) about to use them 
and the planners of the impending massacres. Just before the 
terror attack is launched, IDF Spec Ops Units and/or Magav 
Undercover operators, together with Shabak “specialists,” 
infiltrate the Arab village or West Bank City where these ter¬ 
rorists hide under their rock. 

[Censored], the hiding place, is isolated and those sur¬ 
rounding it move in and kick over the rock. The terrorists 
underneath have a choice, capture or death. IDF armored 
jeeps and APCs that have been “moving in the general area” 
suddenly pivot and race to that location encouraging a deci¬ 
sion to surrender. Simultaneously, tanks appear on the out¬ 
skirts of the village or drive down the city’s Main Street. 
Apache helicopters overhead stop flying “silent.” The vast 
majority of terrorists choose capture. We prefer it that way, 
because once out from under their rocks, they are most talk¬ 
ative — and without torture. 

8 May: Last night a suicide bomber got lucky. Lately it 
only happens on average once weekly. Blew himself up in a 
“social club,” killing 18 and > wounding 50. This intelligence 
failure comes at a particularly sensitive time. 

According to the Jewish calendar, tomorrow is the 35th 
anniversary of reopening the half of Jerusalem closed-off to 
Jews in 1949, after the Jordanian Legion captured the Jewish 
Quarter of the Old City. All the Jews left alive were taken cap¬ 
tive ending the 3,000-year presence of Jews in the ancient 
city of Jerusalem, In anticipation of tomorrow’s Jerusalem 
March, there are 3 “man” teams of MaGav every 250 yards 
from French Hill to downtown and around the Old City. 


9 May: Jerusalem Reunification Day and our Unit has 
teams on rooftops across 

the center of the city. Our briefing included last minute 
notice of bombers “in the wire” in Jerusalem and a reminder: 
“Attacks can involve multiple terrorists. If a bomb goes off in 
your vicinity, pick yourself back up, shake it (and the 
bomber) off and look for terrorists Two and Three. Be espe¬ 
cially alert to First Responders, even more so of those carry¬ 
ing rifles.” The fact that I consider this briefing “routine” 
speaks for itself. 

12 May: Our siege of the Church of the Nativity in 
Bethlehem has ended. Credible American Israeli reservists 
who were there report that members of America’s Delta Force 
had been on the scene in case President Bush decided 
American and/or British citizens needed rescuing. Thirteen 
terrorists were flown to Cyprus, one wanted for the cold¬ 
blooded murder of an elderly American citizen and a second 
who reportedly received CIA training in the USA. 

[XXX Paragraph removed at request of Military Censor 
XXX] 

The northern border is heating up again. Hizbullah 
artillery has renewed it’s almost daily “shelling” of the 
Galilee. Today’s burning shrapnel from “anti-aircraft” shells 
rained down on an Israeli village wounding a woman. 

Small-arms fire from across the border lias been directed 
at an IDF patrols. Intelligence reports a substantial build-up 
of Hizbullah’s arsenal is underway as a prelude to “a series of 
serious attacks.” In the meantime, Israel TV’s Channel Two 
reports American (SpecOps operators) are touring Iraq from 
Jordan’s eastern border. 

14 May: Today our Civil Guard Sniper Unit practiced at 
“the Pit.” The location allowed us to check our zero shooting 
at an angle. It also allowed use of the busses there. Perhaps 
because this week Israel began training special bus security 
officers (like grounded sky marshals) our Commander had us 
practice synchronized shooting of eight small styrofoam 
heads (terrorists) placed inside the buses. The exercise was 
to achieve eight catastrophic brain shots from eight rifles fir¬ 
ing with a single bang. We did, repeatedly. 

20 May: Arafat’s Fatah Tanzim are renewing their opera¬ 
tional base in Ramallah. Over the weekend we caught/inter¬ 
cepted two suicide bombers on their way, via the neighbor- 
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hood, to carryout attacks on Jerusalem. The coastal town of 
Netanya was less lucky. A suicide bomber blew himself up in 
the open-air market this afternoon, killing 3 and wounding 50. 

23 May: Today Israelis learned a new word, “MEGA- 
Attack.” The country’s fuel storage facilities for gasoline, 
diesel and natural gas are all located together, at the main 
north/south traffic intersection, in our heavily populated cen¬ 
tral coast region. But for the Grace of God the entire complex 
should have been one huge bomb at the height of this morn¬ 
ing’s rush hour. Had the terrorist attack fully worked the 
death, destruction and harm to Israel’s commerce and infra¬ 
structure is beyond my ability to imagine and to describe 
with words. Pay Heed — the plan may have been tested in 
Israel, hut it has applications in the USA and elsewhere. 

The terrorists had done their homework. They had locat¬ 
ed a fuel tanker truck that was routinely parked unsecured 
overnight. They planted a cellular telephone-triggered bomb 
on its underside and later followed it to the fuel-storage com¬ 
plex. The terrorists watched as Security failed to locate the 
explosive device and the tanker passed through the gate. 
Waiting until the tanker’s filling was underway, they set off 
their bomb. It Blew! The tanker was engulfed in flames, but 
the complex’s fire-suppression system quickly extinguished 
the blaze. A half-hour later one of our Top Cops explained in 
a radio interview that the terrorists had picked a tanker car¬ 
rying diesel, non-explosive and slow-igniting, instead of a 
tanker filled with gas, highly explosive. Hey, Shit-for-Brains, 
instead of telling them how to do it right next time, why not 
leave them wondering why their plan failed? 

All day there has been a bombardment of disclosures 
about recently thwarted MEGA-Attacks including a simulta¬ 
neous attack on seven coastal cities and a triple-bombing in 


Jerusalem. The terrorists’ goal is nothing short of achieving 
an attack in Israel worthy of comparison to the destruction of 
America’s World Trade Center Twin Towers. The competition 
among the remaining leadership of the various terror organi¬ 
zations is intense. The belief is that the first to succeed will 
be able to repair the significant damage to operations, per¬ 
sonnel and infrastructure it suffered from Operation 
Defensive Shield and rise from the ashes like the mythical 
phoenix, preeminent among its rivals. 

Mrs. Stone and I are on the way to the opening of the Law 
Firm’s Tel Aviv office. The TV Evening News is on the radio. 
“Top Story of the Day — Security sources disclose that last 
week they foiled a terrorist attempt to blow-up Israel’s two 
tallest buildings. A truck loaded with 1,000 kilograms of 
commercial-grade explosive was intercepted on its way to Tel 
Aviv’s Twin Towers. It was to be parked in the lot under the 
Towers or — ala the USMC Barracks in Beirut — rammed 
into the buildings and exploded.” Wonderful. 

This evening’s affair is taking place in the new office locat¬ 
ed on one of the top floors of the Towers! Tonight, a suicide 
bomber disguised as a blonde walked into a park area where 
mostly elderly folks were playing chess and blew himself up, 
killing three and wounding 40. 

26-31 May: Last night a suicide bomber tried to ram his 
car into a Tel Aviv disco before blowing himself up. The 
disco’s security guards fired through the windshield hitting 
the terrorist and foiling his plan. The terrorist fell out of the 
car, which stopped and partially exploded short of the intend¬ 
ed target. From where he stood the guard fired two rounds 
into the terrorist’s head, then closed and emptied his remain¬ 
ing rounds into the attacker. Asked why he fired 13 rounds 
into the terrorist, the guard answered, “Because I only had 
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one magazine.” He received an official 
police commendation this morning. 

I have now been down (by invita¬ 
tion) for a second time to M ithan Adam , 
home of the IDF’s Marksmanship 
Branch and Sniper School. When field 
security, good sense and the Military 
Censor permit, I’ll have some interest¬ 
ing information to relate. 

The past several days have been like 
old times. They began with a medium- 
size bomb (4 kilos of commercial-grade 
explosive) found stashed for later use; 
not planted, one neighborhood away. 
We have been on Alert “C” status ever 
since. Two primed and ready-to-blow 
female suicide bombers are believed to 
be hiding in northern Jerusalem, having 
infiltrated from Ramallah. There may 
be others. The terrorists, members of 
Arafat’s Fatah Tanzim, are trying to get 
to their targets. We are trying to catch 
them before they do. 

The police chopper has been over¬ 
head for three days and nights. Once on 
the street behind and twice on the 
street in front of our apartment the 
bomb squad has used shaped charge 
“controlled explosions” to blow-up sus¬ 
picious objects. All neighboring Arab 
villages have been sealed-off. MaGav 
periodically search an individual 
house. Leaving the neighborhood (a 
400-yard drive) now takes an extra 45 
minutes. Special MaGav Units closed- 
down the highway to Jerusalem’s center 
and individually check each vehicle. 

You must show your national identi¬ 
ty card and answer a question (they 
want to hear your accent) before you 
are permitted to pass. 

The hunt continues while we try to 
prevent a repeat of events from the 
other evening. A member of Arafat’s 
Fatah walked into the entrance of an ice 
cream parlor in the center of the coun¬ 
try. Amid mostly infants in their 
strollers, children and their grandpar¬ 
ents he detonated himself, wounding 
13 children. He killed grandmother 
Ruth and her 18-month-old grand¬ 
daughter, Sinai. 

This is the real face of Palestinian 
terrorism’s father figure, Yassar Arafat 
and his evil minions. 

My older daughter has decided her 
daughter will be named ... Sinai. 

David Stone is an American citizen 
who several years ago emigrated to 
Israel He is a member of the Israeli 
Police Reserve Sniper Unit 
Contributions from his monthly journal 
appear in each edition of Soldier Of 
Fortune. ^ 
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Slap Us, Hit Us, Hurt Us #1 
(Internet Rumors) 


mimm 


IVe been a very loyal 
reader of your magazine 
(almost 11 years), but 
when I opened this 
month's issue I found it 
to be very upsetting. On 
at least two occasions I 
found Internet rumors 
printed in your magazine as if they were 
chiseled in stone fact. These rumors 
have been proven FALSE by at least 
three sources! I have included links to 
one such source. The first rumor was 



the Mohammad Atta blurb on page 42, 
and how Bill Clinton and Warren 
Christopher forced his release from an 
Israeli prison. The other version of the 
original rumor said Ronald Reagan and 
George Schultz. Why not include 
Ronald Reagan’s name too? Are you now 
including and excluding certain names 
from rumors to stir up shit with readers 
for your own purposes? When did the 
magazine decide to enter politics? 

The second rumor was the area code 
809 on page 8, and how it was a scam 
area code [sic]. False again. I always fig¬ 
ured what your wrote [sic] put in the 
magazine was fact, now I wonder if 
some isn’t just fiction, made up by your 


writers. I’m a Democrat who worked for 
G.W. Bush in Texas for five years, (and 
his DESERTION is why I’m a Democrat. 
Rather serve a draft dodger than a yel- 
low-spined coward deserter.) And I put 
up with the assumption I want to get rid 
of your guns, even though I’m an NRA 
member. I would say you’ve lost a read¬ 
er, but I am one of those Clinton-Gore 
Democrats so I suppose you’d rather 
one of u our kind” not read your maga¬ 
zine anyway. 

Todd Manning 

Via E-mail 

Thanks to the many polite readers, 
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and to you as well, who pointed out the 
error associated with AltaiAtta. In our 
instance, this was not taken from the 
internet as you blindly assume, but was 
taken from the Boston Globe newspaper, 
as outlined in our correction that ran in 
bold-face in the next issue; and it was an 
editor’s error, not that of the author. 
Neither was the “Area 809” item taken 
from the Internet; it was taken from a 
warning put out by ATT and various law- 
enforcement agencies: It is a valid warn¬ 
ing, whatever may have been put out on 
the ’net notwithstanding. For those lucid 
readers who would like to check that out, 
we would refer to www.att.com/ 
fraudIhome.html#kre/s/r. Oddly enough, 
the debunker’s site to which you referred 
also lists this link. You must have missed 
it in your raging paranoia about our 
“excluding certain names from rumors to 
stir up shk with readers for our own pur¬ 
poses” or laboring over “just fiction made 
up by our writers.” Hope you get to feel¬ 
ing better, Pard 


.41- - , * A 1 1 

Slap Us #2 

(Mamma Said Stupid fe As Stupid Does) 


V /w turn* in *f ana 



Whatever possessed 
you to run the ad for 
the item “Women Are 
Stupid”? Did some stu¬ 
pid man in your organi¬ 
zation think it was 
funny? I am NOT 
amused. First, women 
are NOT stupid. That has been proven 
over and over again. Individuals of 
BOTH sexes may be a little light when 
it comes to brains, but neither sex is 
stupid. If this was an attempt at humor, 
it was feeble at best. Women read SOF/ 
I get dibs on the current issue when it 
arrives in the mail. Women PAY for sub¬ 
scriptions to SOF for their sweeties. 
Women have always been a part of the 
SOF staff. Women have always been at 
SOF Conventions. Women make it pos¬ 
sible for their guys to get to SOF 
Conventions (and most other events of 
any importance) by making all the 
arrangements! I hope the author shows 
up at Firebase Las Vegas 2002 at 
Terrible’s Casino in Las Vegas. A bunch 
of us “stupid women” would like to 
talk to him — after we take him for a 
swim at the end of a long chain and 
BBQ his balls at the evening festivities. 
An apology is in order to your readers 
— male and especially female. Thank 
you for your time and consideration. 


Norma Kennemer 



LARRY SIMMONS 
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$14,95, 276 pages. Available in local bookstores, 
from amazan.com or from the publisher's Website, 
www.penmsrin.com, at a 20% discount. 
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“BE THE BUSH“ 


CAMBUFIAGE SYSTEMS 
11271 Ventura Bl #297 
Studio City CA 91664 
www.bushra 9 .com 


Ghillie Suits - Rifle Covers - Kits 



PANTHER™ 20" CLA55JC. 


13983 Industry Avenue ♦ Becker, MN 55308 
PHONE 1-763-261-5600 • FAX 1-763-261-5599 
www.dpmsinc.com * e-mail: dpmsinc@aol.com 
ONUNE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE! 

AR RIFLES • PARTS ♦ ACCESSORIES 


PANTHER™ BULL 24 IP 
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CoOeUf.u's ESlii Anniversary tissue 


BACK ISSUES 


#279 JANUARY 2001 

TERRORISM: Arafat’s secret army? 
PHILIPPINES: the “other" religious war; 
TRAINING: shotgun course at Thunder 
Ranch; VIETNAM: Mayaguez revisited; 
AFGHANISTAN: SOF with the Taliban 


#284 JUNE 2001 

EXCLUSIVE! Letter to SOF editor from 
Timothy McVeigh; Clinton's OKC 
coverup; WEAPONS: .45 from 
Springfield Armory; US BORDER 
PATROL: stemming the tide 


#289 NOVEMBER 2001 

ADVENTURE: security gypsies; 
WEAPONS: hot .45s from Kirnber & 
Auto-Ordnance; AFRICA: Nigeria’s bil- 
lion-dollar scam; ISRAEL: with the 
Border Police; AFRICA: torture and terror 


#285 JULY 2001 

DOMESTIC AFFAIRS: forbidden ques¬ 
tions from OKC; CHINA: US plane shot 
down; COLOMBIA: American traitor? 
BURMA: Karen’s bloody struggle; 
WEAPONS: Olympic Arms PCR-5 


#280 FEBRUARY 2001 

DOMESTIC AFFAIRS: federalization of 
your PD? MERCS: victory at sea over 
pirates; COLOMBIA: narc navy; 
WEAPONS: Glock’s new slimline .45 
ACP; ISRAEL: Jerusalem Journal 


#286 AUGUST 2001 

DOMESTIC AFFAIRS: explosion at FBI 
HQ; police and racism; WEAPONS: 
secret Soviet sniper ammo; AFRICA: 
madness in Zimbabwe; TERRORISM: 
Saudis cover-up terror attacks 


#281 MARCH 2001 

GULF WAR: 10th anniversary retrospec¬ 
tive and analysis; WEAPONS: millennium 
upgrades for M16; TERRORISM: 
Saddam's atomic jihad; COLOMBIA: ride- 
along with cops in Bogota 


#282 APRIL 2001 

ELITE UNITS: continuing professionalism 
of SEALs; 42 Commando, Royal Marines 
train in U.S., AFRICA: bloody Biafra; 
DESERT STORM: 10th anniversary; 
WEAPONS: Freedom Arms’ .475 Linebaugh 


#287 SEPTEMBER 2001 

DOMESTIC AFFAIRS: uncovering OKC’s 
“suspects unknown’, Second Amendment 
saves Samaritan; VIETNAM: carbine in 
combat; COLOMBIA: at the crossroads; 
AFRICA: SOF patrols Zululand 


jr #283 MAY 2001 

fe VIETNAM: combat snipers; DOMESTIC 

S AFFAIRS: SOF with US Border Patrol; 
MERC ACTION: update; WEAPONS: 
Barrett’s .50-caL; AFRICA: George 
Bacon’s final journey 


#288 OCTOBER 2001 

TERRORISM: U.S. intel, the weakest 
link; DOMESTIC AFFAIRS: tracking OKC 
bombers; WEAPONS: H&K’S G36; top- 
notch Combloc ammo; EASTERN 
EUROPE: Milosevic’s New World Order 


BACK ISSUES 


25 YEARS 
OF SOF 
1975-2000 

132 Pages! 
Collector's issue. 


SOF 25-Year 
Retrospective, 
Save Your Guns 
-Register And 
Vote, And Much, 
Much More. 


#267 JAN. 2000 Y2K: Will Clinton 
Declare Maitial Law?; EAST TIMOR: 
Independence Or Insurrection?; Guns Of 
Khyber Pass; SpecOps Lessons FROM 
RENAMO; NEW STONER; M96 
Expeditionary Rifle 


#272 JUNE 2000 COLUMBINE: WHAT 
REALLY HAPPENED; Minigun! The 
Ultimate Fast Gun; Stealth Fighters Over 
Belgrade; Breakout Of The Cnosin Few; 
The New Nuclear Arms Race; Inflicting 
Battle Scars 


#273 JULY 2000 EXPANDED ISSUE! 
Taliban: Afghanistan’s Apaches; Black 
Jets In Battle; COMBAT FORCES! Can 
Women Make The Grade?; The Man 
Who Saved 800 COPS; President Gore 
No 2nd Amendment; They Were 
Expendable: Task Force Smith 

#274 AUG. 2000 MERCS: Freetown 
Free-Lancers; Coup d’etat In Miami! 
Columbia; Collision Course With War? 
Romak 3: Not Your Father’s Dragunov; 
SOF Patrols Lebanon’s Free-Fire Zone 


#268 FEB. 2000 INSIDE FRIGHTENING 
NEW WACO VIDEO!; SPECIAL AIR SER¬ 
VICE: The World’s Elite; SOG’s Bravest 
Men; Terrorism Tears Moscow; Taurus 
Titanium Terminators; Senator John 
McCain: Faith Of My Fathers 


#278 DEC. 2000 AFTHANISTAN 
MINED! SOF WALKS SOFTLY: British 
Paras Play Ruf; Air Commando ONE; 
Marine’s Race With Death; H’Mong 
Sitrep: America’s Most Loyal Aliy 


#269 MAR. 2000 PIRACY: The New 
Growth Industry; COPS! Life On The 
Mean Streets; Chechnya: Russian 
Roulette; ERITREA AT WAR!; Thunder 
Ranch: Today’s Gunfight, Yesterday's 


BACK ISSUES: "5 each 

Shipping: 

U.S.: $3 for 1st issue; .50 ea. add 1 ] issue 
international: $15 for 1st issue; $1.50 ea. add'l issue 


#275 SEPT. 2000 NRA 2000: FROM 
MY COLD, DEAD HANDS; Sierra Leone: 
SOF Battles Rebels & Flies Merc 
Gunship; Countdown In Columbia; Les 
Baer’s No-Nonsense .45; The Ultimate 
Handgun Course 


#270 APR.2000 ATFTARGETS 
MARINE: SEE WHO WINS!; COLUMBIA: 
Our Next Vietnam?; PIRACY TODAY; 
Terror On The High Seas; Saving The 
Horn Of Africa; Bob Denard: Mercs On 
Trial 


Order from SOLDIER OF FORTUNE, 

5735 Arapahoe Ave., Ste A-5, 
Boulder, CO 80303 

MC/VISA ORDERS CALL TOLL-FREE: 

800-800-7630 

or order online at www.sofmag.com 


«F #276 OCT. 2000 CLINTON-GORE 
li'fe: PLUNDER SHOOTERS’ TAX DOLLARS; 
pE Sierra Leone Through Hind Sights; 

[ SOG’s Top Secrets; FAL In Its Finest 
(jj& Form; Columbia’s Counter-Cocaine Cops 


#271 MAY 2000 CIA’S NAVY ATTACKS 
NORTH VIETNAM: Victory In Chechnya?; 
COLUMBINE: Lessons Learned; COLUM¬ 
BIA: Slip, Stumble & Fall 
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Slap Us #3 

(torture) 


S0L8?£R 
or FWnJK 
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I have followed your 
discussion of torture 
during the French- 
Algerian anti-terrorist 
war. 1 have followed it 
with some alarm. 
~£Sr*""]pi Despite some tactical 
intelligence obtained by 
torture, the French (and this cannot be 
too strongly stressed) lost the war. 

A similar use of torture and murder 
occurred in Argentina’s “dirty war.” In 
this war the Argentine government 
defeated the terrorists, and lost the war. 
Embracing the French example, failure 
and all, the Argentine government knew 
that it would make mistakes, estimating 
that some 50,000 people would be mur¬ 
dered, some 5,000 of them innocent 
mistakes. Some government elements 
were more blunt, planning to first kill 
all subversives, then all their support¬ 
ers, then all their sympathizers, then 
the undecided. 

The problem is that once this course 
is adopted, it is hard to stop. In the days 
of the American “3rd Degree” police 
interrogations, innocent people con¬ 
fessed under torture. There can be no 
doubt that torture will be used against 
innocent persons. There are current 
cases where police forensic chemists 
were found to have falsified physical 
evidence against innocent persons: 
DNA subsequently acquitted many of 
their victims. 

When law enforcement talks wistful¬ 
ly of the efficiency of torture, it should 
be remembered that they have used it 
before and used it indiscriminately and 
against the innocent. In Argentina tor¬ 
ture started as a means to gain intelli¬ 
gence, continued as a means to punish 
terrorists, expanded as a means to pun¬ 
ish possible terrorist sympathizers, and 
finally because the interrogators liked 
it. Turning soldiers into such monsters 
is a bad thing. 

It is not that torture will be ineffec¬ 
tive against terrorists, or even that it is 
wrong. It is ultimately self-defeating. It 
is stupid. In Algeria, the population was 


FURNITURE OPTIONS 

__ __* Btack, Green or Gamo Synthetic Furniture 

BRB MMMj* • The "X" Series Target Stock 

MnMm • The FAS Hand guard System 

lrlr#T//vlfi 

HH i asmBiEEBaEEEP www.dsarms.com • dsarms@earthlink.net 
P.O. BOX 370 • BARRINGTON, IL 60011 • TEL: 847-277-7258 • FAX: B47-277-7259 


PROFESSIONAL IOCKSMITHING TOOLS 


MONTHLY SPECIAL 


RECEIVE A COMBINATION SET 
(INCLUDES 5 ITEMS) 

1-MD-16 DELUXE SET $59.95 

1 - SCHALGE WAFER SET $29.95 

1-SESAMEE DECODER $17.95 

1- WKS PICKS $9.95 

1- DOUBLE SIDED TUMBLER PICKS $19.95 
A VALUE OF $137.75 


SUPER SPECIAL 


INCLUDES 4 ITEMS 

1-LOCKGUN 

1-ESP 13 LOCKSMITHING KIT 
1-SET OF WARDED KEYS 
1-COPY OF THE BOOK 
‘LOCKPICKING SIMPLIFIED’ 



MD-16 DELUXE SET 


DOUBLE SIDED 
TUMBLER PICKS 







A VALUE OF 
$124.40 
NOW 


ESP 13 LOCKSMITHING KIT 


r smrspumi Tl 

79.95 


SCHLAGE WAFER SET 


fa 


SESAMEE OECODER 


[all out-of-print books! 

IN STOCK! 


Catalog $3.00 — FREE with order. Allow three weeks 
delivery on personal check orders. Money Orders ship 
same day received. 

All major credit cards accepted. 



The law requires all purchases be made in good faith, without 
make believe or fraud by genuine persons within the industry. 


For the best in 
Tactical Products 
Visit our Website at 
www.redi-mag.com 


Send Payment To: 

STEVE ARNOLD’S GUN ROOM 

P.O. Box 68, Dept. SF09 
Dexter, OR 97431 
(541) 726-6360 
www.gun-room.com 

Postage & handling $6.00. Overseas postage add 
30% of total. Must be 18 years of age. 
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278 Sandy Creek Road • Salmon, Idaho 83467 

Manufacturer & Dealer of Destructive Devices and Machine Guns 

Phone (208) 756-6819 • Fax:(208)756-6824 


TOP PRICES PAID FOR CANNONS, MACHINE GUNS AND ACCESSORIES. 

NO COLLECTION TOO LARGE. WILL TRAVEL. COMPLETE APPRAISAL SERVICE. 
FOR COMPLETE LIST OF MACHINE GUNS, SUPPRESSORS AND DESTRUCTIVE 
DEVICES, PLEASE SEND SASE (57 CENTS). 

HERE IS A SAMPLING OF A FEW GUNS THAT ARE IN STOCK NOW! 


2” 5 BARREL HOTCHKISS CANNON on carriage built by Mike Suchka, 2600 lbs. 
45-70 AND 30-06 GATLING GUNS IN STOCK 

45-70 Hotchkiss cannon w/ limber built by Mike Suchka, weighs 45 lbs. (Yes, it shoots!) 
Bethlehem Steel 1916 model 37mm cannon, restored! 25rds of New Ammo 
US Gov’t Edgewood Arsenal M2 4.2 Mortar in new condition! 

Russian 1941 50mm Mortar in very good condition! 

Colt M203 40mm Grenade Launcher in like-new condition 
Armalite AR-18 made in Costa Mesa, CA. Really nice C&R .223! 

German Stg44 all original and matching numbers. Nice! 

Heckler & Koch 21 belt fed, original, not converted. Beautiful! 

H&R M14 original jungle carbine from H&R museum. Rare! 

Colt model 01 with original sling and magazine. Really nice C&R! 

Colt AR15/M16A1 “US Property marked” Nice shape! 

Maremont M60 (civilian issue) excellent condition. Serial Number SM25. 

Smith & Wesson model 76 with 2 magazines. Like new! C&R 


Call for price 
Call for price 
$15000 
$20,000 
$9,500 
$950 
$4,000 
$6,000 
$12,500 
$40,000 
$12,000 
$12,500 
$10,000 
$20,000 
$3,800 



r LONG RANGE 
RIFLE SYSTEM 
CALIBER .50 BROWNING 



klomont@salmoninternet.com 

www.klomont.com 
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Nightforce NXS is the only riflescope in the world to offer the following: 

• Unfailing performance under NXS MODELS 

extreme environmental conditions. 3 5 .-) 5 X 5 Q NXS (illuminated) $1200 

• The best light management and 

resolution mthe industry. 3.5-15x56 NXS (illuminated) $1250 

• Proprietary 4-layer broadband 5.5-22x56 NXS (illuminated) $1330 

multi-coating, exceeding the tough¬ 
est mil-spec abrasion test. 8-32x56 NXS (illuminated) $1440 

• 56mm triple element objective 12-42x56 NXS (illuminated) $1570 

lens assembly provides exception¬ 
al resolution and greater light Mildot - 30mm Tube 

management. The Best .50 Scopes Yet! 

• High density optical glass with pre- I r ■ r n n r 

cise refractive and dispersion quaiities. 

• Superior light transmission and contrast is achieved using proprietary 4-layer broadband 
multi-coating, exceeding the toughest mil-spec abrasion test. 

• Zero-tolerance lens securing method assures no possible movement of the optical 
elements due to recoil, thermal change or impact. 

• Illuminated glass-etched reticle glows red and can be illuminated at various intensities. 

• Excellent reticle contrast in low light when illuminated or a well-defined black reticle 
when not illuminated. 

• Reticles are laser etched on multi-coated compound glass elminating reticle breakage. 

• Accurate and easy to use ranging reticles. 

• Consistent and exact placement of hold-over points. 


Package 

Price 

Gun with rings 
and base 

Nightforce 
Extreme NXS 
5.5x22-56mm 

Pelican Hard 
Case Cut out 
for gun 

POSTAGE PAID 

$4850 

ALSO AVAILABLE... 

RELOADING 

SUPPLIES 


IN STOCK NOW FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY! 
HASKINS DESIGNED IVER JOHNSON/AMAC 
MODEL 5100 LONG RANGE RIFLE: 

Massive machined 4140 receiver; adjustable cheekpiece, 
buttstock and bipod. The 31" Badger Barrels Inc. 4145 
broached chrome molly barrels are 32-34 Rockwell C, 8 
land and groove, RH twist 1 in 15, 0.500-0.5105 ID and are 
specially formulated for long life and exceptional accuracy 
using all bullet designs. An extremely efficient muzzle brake 
reduces recoil and noise, and eliminates downward blast 
and muzzle flash. The buttstock is removable for ease of 
transportation. The rifle can be broken down into compact 
components without the use of tools. The trigger pull is 
adjustable. Barrel is fluted and fully free-floating. 

The model 5100 is capable of extreme accuracy at ranges 
in excess of 2,000 yards. The energy of the .50 caliber pro¬ 
jectile is well above 1,000 ft-lbs. at that range. In the hands 
of a skilled marksman, the model 5100 will deliver _ MOA 
(Minute Of Angle) accuracy. 

30mm rings included. Weighs 36 lbs. 

THIS IS THE BEST .50 AVAILABLE FOR USE AS A HEAVY 
DUTY FIELD RIFLE! 

(k^AAC SHIPPING/INS. 
DISCOVER-VISA-MC PREPAID 


$3295 











not inclined to be a part of a French cul¬ 
ture that included torture. In 
Argentina, the government won the 
war, but lost its moral authority and 
legitimacy. An attempt to recover this 
legitimacy in the Falklands War caused 
the fall of the government. 

In Argentina, torture was not even 
necessary. The police found terrorist 
cells through ordinary detective work. 
The review of utility records and use, 
tracing money, and inquiries about 
new residents with no children or 
employment led to terrorist safe hous¬ 
es. Infuriated by terrorist brutality, 
the military went directly to torture 
for revenge, not for lack of intelli¬ 
gence. Torture gave quick results, but 
the results were not always true. 
[Further] torture resulting from such 
misinformation drove a wedge 
between relatives of torture victims 
and the government. 

Torture is no shortcut to strategic 
victory. Instead, it complicates strategic 
victory by antagonizing relatives of tor¬ 
ture victims and diminishes the moral 
superiority of the government. If our 
government fights terrorists by becom¬ 
ing terrorists, we gain nothing. 

Kevin L. Jamison 

Attorney at Law 

Thanks for your well-stated points , 
with which we agree. The article cited 
was meant to chronicle, not condone , the 
practice of torture. 

1 ■ 

Slap us#4 (WeDeserve^ 

Regarding Al Venter’s article 44 ‘Ar- 
ma-geddon’ in the Middle East”: The 
Yom Kippur War was in 1973, not 
1974. Perhaps this hazy sense of 
chronology led Venter to blame 
President Carter for an alleged arms 
cut-off to Israel in the crisis stage of 
the war. Carter, of course, wasn’t 
elected President until 1976. Nixon, 
who was the President during the Yom 
Kippur War, far from cutting off mili¬ 
tary aid to Israel, restocked the IDF 
during the war (via airlift) with equip¬ 
ment and munitions earmarked for 
U.S. forces. 1 don’t mind a little 
Carter-bashing, but at least get the 
facts straight. 

Mark Lacy 

You're right , and thanks to you and 
myriad other readers for pointing out 
these errors. X 




custom AKP«® 


Krinkov 


Safety Lever 
The Krebs Custom AK Enhanced Safety 
allows the shooter to manipulate the 
safety while maintaining the shooting 
hand in firing position. $50.00 


Peep Sig ht 
The Krebs Custom 
Peep Sight replaces 
the rear sight and 
uses the original elevation slide. 
The 3.9 m/m aperature is sized to 
allow both rapid target aquisition 
and precision fire. $45.00 


m 

Adapter 
Fits our 
Muzzle Brake 
to your barrel. 
$18.00 


Muzzle Brake 
An exact duplicate of the 
AK-47 muzzle brake. 
Available in .22 (for 5.45 
or 5.56) and .30 (for 7.62x 
39 and 7.62 NATO). $65.00 


AK-47 




AK Pistons 

These Krebs Custom Pistons have a diameter of.550" and feature Hard Chrome 
Plated 4130 Stainless Steel. $35.00 each 


1000 Rand Road, Unit 106; Wauconda, IL 60084 Phone: (847) 487-7776 Fax: (847) 487-7778 


ARMED 

FORCES 

MERCHANDISE 

OUTLET 

“Dressed to Kill” 

Mil Spec BDU Uniforms 

(over 20 patterns to choose from) 

• Big Man Sizes up to 5 XL 

(60* waist -64” chest) 

> Mil Spec Gear (Tactical, 
Law Enforcement, Field) 

• Tatical Knives 
Camouflage Netting 




www.afmo.com 

(800) 282-3327 


When in Texas visit our 2 

Dallas/Ft Worth area stores 


Heinie 

Specialty Products 


"After installing the 
Heinie %\%k\PRO ■“some officers 
improved their qualification scores by 25%!" 

- Officer Lamb, firearms Instructor, 
Garland, TX Police Dept. 

Law enforcement professionals all 
over the country are currently using 
Heinie "SraskPRO™ Sights. 
The contoured, snag resistant 
design leaves enough moterial for 



Heinie sights fit a variety of pistols and are available 
with Straight Eight™ configuration for accuracy in 
Wight conditions. 

Call today and discover the %\w\PRO’“ advantage! 

HEINIE OFFERS FAST, PROFESSIONAL 
INSTALLATION ON YOUR DUTY WEAPON! 

Some-day installation on mast models! 

RETURNED NEXT DAY AIR! Subject to inventory on hand. 


Heinie Specialty Products 
301 GnWSt. ‘Quincy,It53301 
1 -877'Sightsl • www.heinie.com 
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Adventure 


Quartermaster 


Ka-Bar 1460 Spear Point 



Those of us whose never-ending quest for protein includes 
rodents will be pleased by a new offering from Ka-Bar, the 
American company so well known for hard-working cutlery 
that their name is often generically attached to any military- 
style Bowie. Their #1460 Spear Point sheath knife is one of 
their Impact Series Tactical Knives, and in that role it would 
serve admirably: It is rugged and well-balanced, has a mold¬ 
ed ergonomic Zytel handle, thumb serrations on the back of 
the blade opposite the finger contour, and comes epoxy-pow¬ 
der coated in tactical black. 

Unfortunately, every subject on which we offered to field- 
test this new tactical blade, pulled a gun. Maybe we should 
have waited for daylight, or said “please,” or something. So, 
although that exercise was a bust except for a couple wallets 
thrown at us from a distance, the excellent hang and balance 
of the piece also make it right at home as a heavy-duty, com¬ 
pact field knife. You know, the kind of field knife that is small 
enough to have with you (3-7/8” blade, 8-1/2” overall) and big 
enough to get the job done. Its superb balance and handiness 
will serve equally well, whether you are carefully cutting 
around a rodent’s gall bladder or doing some fancy slicing and 
dicing in a dark alley. 

We would not detract from the various fine stainless alloys 
commonly used in today’s cutlery, but our personal prefer¬ 
ence when the edge is very important has always been high- 
carbon steel: We just may not be clever enough to put a good 
edge on stainless, but always have done better on a carbon- 
steel blade. Ka-Bar’s 1460 Spear Point came out of the box 
sharp enough to shave with, for those perverts who do such a 
thing. But for skinning/dressing small game you don’t want 
“shaving sharp,” you want “surgical sharp.” The 1095 blade 
on the Model 1460 came to up that with a few light strokes of 
a diamond slip, and stayed that way through several squirrels 
and a lot of whacking on the cutting board as they were chun¬ 
ked up for stew. And the powder-epoxy coating stayed in 
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place when we rudely ran it through the dishwasher when we 
were done (this particular safari took place in the backyard). 

The exposed edge of the blade was barely stained, of 
course, and here we would like to interject in favor of carbon- 
steel blades that we likye never seen a working carbon-steel 
blade rusted to the point of being non-functional. Once plying 
a semi-legitimate trade as a salvage diver, we worked our 
knives hard and they were constantly wet and often covered 
with light rust — but the only ones rusted beyond use were 
those salvaged from the bottom, or forgotten in a bilge (and 
there was one Randal, worth the work, that we bead-blasted 
back to a perfectly functional knife). So if you actually work 
with knives, don’t be afraid of carbon-steel blades. Factory 
specs for heat-treating on this Ka-Bar blade are for a hardness 
of RC 56-58, just right for a blade of this robust design. 

The ballistic nylon sheath for the 1460 has a contoured, 
rigid insert that is firm, flexible and quiet; a Velcro®-lined 
belt loop that fits belts or weird positions on your LBE, and a 
snap-closure. 

Whether your anticipated work-piece is a four-legged 
squirrel or a two-legged rat, you can expect Ka-Bar’s 1460 
Spear Point to give the dependable service associated with 
that maker’s name. 

For the dealer nearest you, contact Ka-Bar Knives, Dept. 
SOF, 1125 East State Street, Olean, NY 14760; phone: 800- 
282-0130; check out their website at www.ka-bar.com . 


Ka-Bar’s Wart Hog 

Every now and then a new design comes along that illus¬ 
trates to a T, the phase “the elegance of functional design” — 
something pug-ugly at first glance, that performs its function to 
such perfection it grows to be a new paradigm of the beauty 
that is in the eye of the beholder. Such a design was the A-10 
Thunderbolt attack aircraft, quickly renamed the “Wart Hog” 
by the jet jockeys who flew it. And such a design is Ka-Bar’s 
Wart Hog tactical knife, part of their Impact Series, all of which 
feature contoured Zytel® handles and Eagle sheaths. Ka-Bar’s 
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Wart Hog has an overall length of 8-1/4 
inches, and a blade length of 3-5/8 inch¬ 
es. And without a doubt, those are the 
worfemgest 3-5/8 inches we’ve ever seen 
on a knife blade. 

With a meaty cross-section, and a 
deep belly with a wide radius, the Wart 
Hog is obviously designed as a chop¬ 
per. A chopper with a 3'5/8-inch blade? 
Yup — and an effective one at that. We 
split kindling, whacked off a pile of 
shelter-sized sticks, loaned it to a 
friend to skin and butcher a pig for a 
family BBQ, and when we got it back 
ran it through the dish-washer and into 
the kitchen to slice up some salad mak¬ 
ings (photo). When a blade will do 
these tasks in succession and finish the 
week slicing tomatoes without so much 
as a touch-up (and not even lose its 
powder coating), there can be little 
doubt as to its quality. Only a true fool, 
of course, would take such a handy 
knife into the kitchen, knowing full 
well that any neat gear will be 
glommed by the Head Biscuit Burner. 
That is a risk, of course, but at least 
this way we always know where to fmd 
it when we’re headed out. Few skinners 
or c3ioppers serve so well as a general- 
purpose field knife, making it a good 
choice for a single take-with knife for 
field or tactical chores. 

Longitudinal grooves in the Wart 
Hog’s Zytel handle give a good grip, wet 
or dry, and Zytel is an excellent mater¬ 
ial for this application: It is one of the 
strongest thermoplastics (has been 
used for decades in gears, drill hous¬ 
ings and such), and can be molded to 
an appropriate texture, without the 
blister-working stickiness of “live” 
rubber handles. Kraton®-type handles 
or grips are fine on a purely tactical 
knife for the secure bond they make 
with the hand, because a work session 
in a “tactical” situation usually takes 
mere minutes. Extended labors, howev¬ 
er, beg a handle that will not raise blis¬ 
ters, and its Rubenesqqe demeanor 
notwithstanding, the Wait Hog is a 
multi-functional cutting/chopping tool 
you will use a lot, no doubt for some 
extended work sessions, and the han¬ 
dles as executed are optimal. It is also 
available with “classic GI Ka-Bar” han¬ 
dles if that should be your preference. 

In kitchen, fcra’al, or combat, this is a 
knife you will use. If you regard knives 
as tools, expect to be well-served. 

For the dealer nearest you, contact 
Ka-Bar Knives, Dept. SOF, 1125 East 
State Street, Olean, NY 14760; phone: 
800-282-0130; check our their website 
at www.lca-bar.com . ^ 
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Custom .45 

on a Budget 



Text & Photos by John Lawson 


T his has happened to almost every 
purchaser of a 1911-type pistol: 
The shooter realizes that he (or 
she) would be better equipped if certain 
details of the pistol’s slide or frame were 
different. The most common changes 
made at this point are substitution of 
custom grips or high-visibility sights for 
the ones commonly provided by the fac¬ 
tory. The next desirable options are 
often a higher grip safety, longer thumb 
safety and a pronounced flat on the grip 
frame below the trigger guard. Post-pro¬ 
duction, such changes are costly and 
often impractical, and will always put 
the pistol out of action for a prolonged 
period while a gunsmith makes the 
changes and refinishes the piece. This 
revelation leads to a sobering look at the 
cost of post-production modifications to 
a factory gun, and the cost of wasted 
parts that have already been paid for and 
must now be discarded add to the total. 
A casual glance at a custom gunsmith’s 



(above) A custom .45 for the cost of an out-oHhe-box model? With custom grip frame and 
slide from Essex and the remaining parts from Brownell's , Lawson built this champagne 
Government Model on a beer budget. 
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price list often kills any thoughts of such post-production 
modifications. 

The recent availability of quality aftermarket 1911 grip 
frames and slides, having a number of semi-custom options 
right from the factory, however, now makes a shooter’s nebu¬ 
lous dream of a full-custom pistol to suit his tastes much 
closer to a practical reality. 

If the shooter orders his frame and slide from the factory 
with all of the desired features and, having some experience 
in fitting all of the other modified aftermarket parts together, 
a full custom pistol can be assembled for a total cost of less 
than that of a stock pistol with no options. The photos show 
two assembled, fully customized pistols built on Essex 
enhanced frames and enhanced slides. The two examples 
were chosen because they are in the most popular and prac¬ 
tical calibers available: .45 ACP and 9X23 Winchester. 

.45 ACP 

The .45 pistol was built up on a frame and slide mated 
together at the factory to eliminate the tedious fitting 
required for smooth functioning. It was ordered with plunger 
tube and ejector attached and with a 1/4” radius on the grip 
safety horn to accommodate an aftermarket high-grip safety. 
All of the parts were selected from the Brownell’s catalog. 

The ,45’s enhanced slide had a faired and lowered ejection 
port, a .9mm firing pin and extractor cuts and was provided 
with a front sight dovetail for modem high-visibility, easily 
replaceable front blades, and the proper dovetail and relief 
cuts for a BoMar adjustable rear sight. These adjustable 
sights are more rugged than those available in the past and 
are imminently suitable for duty-carry or for use in combat. 
This judgment does, however, represent my own thinking on 
the practicality of adjustable sights. Many fine fixed high-vis¬ 
ibility sights are also available, and the slides can be milled 
at the Essex factory for a perfect fit. 

The barrel I chose was a 1960 National Match that 
required more fitting time than any other part assembled. 
There are, however, many fine barrels that are suitably accu¬ 
rate when supplied as drop-in versions. 

The front sight blade was made by MGW and the rear is 
an adjustable BoMar with combat blade. The factory dove¬ 
tails and relief cuts were spaced so accurately that it was only 
necessary to drive them into place with a soft-faced hammer. 

A tight match bushing was fitted to 
the barrel and slide. A carbon fiber trig¬ 
ger and grooved flat mainspring hous¬ 
ing were fitted. Note that a Commander- 
style hammer is required when using a 


higher grip safety. 

I used titanium-coated hammer and sear pins, with the 
others plain steel. 

The Pearce grips finished the front contour of the grip 
frame to my liking. The pistol is functionally reliable and 
produces groups from a Ransom rest identical with those of 
my Cold Cup Colt. 

9x23 Winchester 

The 9x23 pistol differs from the .45 by having a smaller 
firing pin, a different firing-pin spring, a 9mm extractor and 
ejector, and a Colt dual-wound recoil spring and spring guide 
to fit the inner spring of the pair. 

The barrel is a Colt 9x23 with matching bushing. 

Only factory Winchester 9x23 loads have been fired in 
testing, but the pistol is capable of handling reasonable lev¬ 
els of liandloads and it will even fire the 9mm Largo 
(Bergmann-Bayard) if the proper ammunition is not avail¬ 
able. Accuracy with factory loads was as good as any 9mm 
target pistol from the Ransom rest. 

As it is equipped, the factory 9x23 Winchester loads are 
in the 1,400 fps-range, where .38 super pistols produce 1,300 
fps velocities. Thus, it is a very hot caliber, with ballistics 
identical to the .357 Sig-chambered pistols having similar 
barrel lengths. 

Each pistol cost me less than a factory, unmodified 
Government Model. Based on the cost and quality, I think 
that shooter-assembled full-custom service pistols will soon 
be commonplace. 

The slides and grip frames in various configurations are 
available from: 

Essex Arms, Dept. SOF, RO. Box 959, Hardwick, VT 
05843; phone: 802-472-3215; on the web at: WWW.//Essex- 
arms.com . The parts and appurtanences are available from 
Brownell’s, Inc., Dept. SOF, 200 South Front Street, 
Montezuma, IA 50171; phone: 641-623-5400; on the web at: 
www.brownells.com . 

John Lawson was Pistolsmithing Editor of American 
Handgunner magazine for 20 years. Prior to that he was 
Gunsmithing Editor for Gunsport magazine for 10 years. A vet¬ 
eran ofU.S. Army Ordnance Corps (Korea), Lawson has been a 
police firearms instructor for half a century. ^ 


Essex also offers custom frame and slide 
components in 9x23 Winchester, with per¬ 
formance comparable to the 9mm Sig round 
— another “custom” Government Model at 
“factory” prices, (inset) The internal parts 
of the 9x23 Winchester went together with 
a minimum of fitting: Parts are also avail¬ 
able that require little more than assem¬ 
bly , and offer performance equal to the 
best, at a price far less. 
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H istory is not a happy study. We cannot find a 
period which seemed cheerful to the people 
living in it. We cannot say that the present is 
the most fearful era in the human race, 
because we do not know enough about the 
entire story. But certainly today is the most unpromising 
day of which we have definitive record. The mood of the 
times is simply hatred-of all for all. The hatred of individu¬ 
als for individuals is probably no more, and may even be 
less, than we know of in other times, but certainly the 
hatred of groups is at this time the most fearful historical 
phenomenon we know about. 

The philosophical historian is not content to ask “What?” 
He must also ask “Why?” Why is it that nations, races, cults, 
religions, even academic disciplines, seem more eager to 
destroy each other today than ever before? I do not have an 
answer to this question, but I certainly do pose it. These 
group hatreds are not just inexplicable; they are terrifying. 
They are also laughable. There is no reason why any indi¬ 
vidual Irishman should hate any individual Englishman; why 
an Englishman should hate a German; why a Tamil should 
hate a Singhales; or why a Baptist should hate a Methodist. 

Over the great extent of what may be called “Eastern” 
humanity, or that segment of it which extends from Morocco 
to Burma, we find great numbers of people quite ready to kill 
other people for no reasons they can enunciate. The devout 
Moslem may declaim that the unbeliever is the accursed of 
God, and thus the proper target for his rocket-propelled 


grenade, but when pushed for a reason, he currently seems to 
avoid the question. This would be just plain silly if it were 
not so horrible. It is both silly and horrible, but that does 
nothing to erase the horror. 

At this period the spite seems to be directed westward. I 
do not wish to wipe out Islam, but Islam seems to be anxious 
to wipe me out as a representative of the West. 

Consider the situation in Philistia, that region currently 
comprised of Israel, Gaza, Jerusalem, and what is confusingly 
referred to as the “West Bank.” Philistia, or what was once 
known as the Land of Canaan, gave its name to the people liv¬ 
ing there as Palestinians, but these Palestinians, or Philistines, 
are difficult to describe at a time in which most people are res¬ 
idents of nations, and there is no nation of Palestine. It may 
be that there should be such a nation, but the task of setting 
it up runs squarely into this ancient and implacable hatred 
dominating the area. Israel does currently describe itself as a 
state, with a government, a national policy, an army, and such 
normal characteristics. The boundaries of the State of Israel 
can be established fairly well to the satisfaction of the Israelis, 
but not in a way that will satisfy the Philistines. In a historic 
sense the Land of Israel-“Eretz lsrael”-should extend from the 
Jordan River on the east to the Mediterranean on the west, 
and from Dan in the north to Bersheba in the south. “The 
West Bank” or the “Occupied West Bank,” in fact, has almost 
no geographic significance. I believe the Jews would be happy 
to accept the concept of “Greater Israel,” but I feel sure that 
the Philistines would not. 


War is an ugly business, but that must not be permitted 

to destroy our determination. I 

et us with God's grace 

avoid Armageddon; but if we are in it, 

let's win it! 
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So what’s to discuss? If we accept Yassar Arafat as the 
spokesman for the Philistines, what they would accept would 
be withdrawal of Israel from Israel. 

Apparently, they think that all Jews should move back to 
Brooklyn, which is no more sensible than suggesting that all 
Arabs should move back east of the Jordan River. 

A difficulty seldom enunciated by current diplomacy is 
that Israel is a “Western” country, where “Palestine” is 
not. This hands us a clear-cut East-West conflict, which is 
unlikely to be solved by conversation. It is difficult to 
study the matter for lack of basic understanding of the 
issues involved, but it seems that if we can categorize 
“the East” as a culture, it wants the conveniences of “the 
West” while rejecting the moral philosophy thereof. That 
moral philosophy is frequently designated as 
“JudeoChristian,” and while not many Westerners hold 
themselves ready to defend their culture by force of arms, 
it may turn out that they have no choice. It is obvious that 
the church does not at this time bear the banner of the 
West, whereas Islam chooses to do so, and intends to do 
so, for the East. If it comes to out-and-out fighting, we 
shall see the East outnumbers the West by several orders 
of magnitude, whereas Western military power shall 
greatly exceed that of the East. This puts one in mind of 
the traditional gladiatorial contest between the infantry 
soldier and the spear fisherman. Legend has it that this 
was always a close fight, but let us hope we do not have 
to put it to a test in this new aspect. 

At this time the East outnumbers the West, but the West 
outfights the East. This can be proven in the various small 
engagements which have so far erupted here and there. The 
East does not lack for courage, but it certainly lacks for com¬ 
petence. The Moslem society, if we may call it such, does not 
understand, nor appreciate, competence. I have pretty good 
sources of information from the Near East, and, since my spe¬ 


cialty is fighting, the fighting qualities of what our people 
often call the ragheads are not so hot. Among other tilings, 
they seem to prefer the .223 cartridge to the 308 because the 
larger round kicks them more and thus causes them to flinch. 
We Westerners can handle that. Operating a tank in combat 
calls for what must be called a “Western mind.” A tanker 
must be machine-oriented in order to succeed. I call your 
attention to the marvelous account of the battle of the fall of 
the Golan Heights described by Avigdor Kahalani in his book 
The Heights of Courage. 

The Syrian tanks were T~85s. The Israel tanks were 
Centurions. The Syrian tanks may have been very slightly 
superior technically, but when the sun came up there were 54 
dead Syrian tanks in front of the Israel positions, and no 
Centurions. It is similar in the air. 

You may recall a case when the people in Moscow 
demanded that Syrian MIGs must shoot down at least one of 
the Israeli F-16s. There was no dogfight since the Israel flight 
controllers simply put the F-16s in the dominant position 
and blew away the interceptors. 

One must never underestimate his enemy, of course. He 
must, however, be as realistic as he can, and these people 
who seem to want to spend much of their time “with their 
noses on the ground and their asses in the air” seem to be 
opting for the wrong war. Let us hope so! 

The suicide warrior does indeed pose a distressing ele¬ 
ment. He (or possibly she) is certainly distressing — but in 
no way decisive. It is all very heroic to die for one’s coun- 


A Thai Muslim starts his motorcycle, which is adorned with a pic¬ 
ture of terrorist mastermind Osama bin Laden, in downtown 
Bangkok, 24 January 2QQ[2]. Although not as radical or vocal as 
their Muslim counterparts in other Asian countries, many Thai 
Muslims still openly support bin Laden and condemn the Western 
alliance for attacking both him and Afghanistan. 
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REUTERS/Rafiqur Rahman 




REUTERS/Rafiqur Rahman 



Bangladeshi Muslims with portrait of fugitive Osama bin Laden 
chant anti-U.S. slogans during a protest in Dhaka on 2 November 
2001. Members of Bangladesh Islamic Law Implementation 
Committee, a radical Muslim organization, took to the streets after 
Friday prayer to condemn attacks on Afghanistan and extend their 
support to bin Laden. 


try, but only if one accomplishes something. The Japanese 
aviator who flew his aircraft into aU.S. warship gave his 
life under the impression that he was in some way avoid¬ 
ing the invasion of his homeland. That was not good think¬ 
ing, but it was thinking, of a sort. To walk into a crowd of 
shoppers on the street, whom you do not know and who 
have never done you any harm, and then to kill a dozen of 
them along with yourself, is not thinking of any sort. It is 
mindless and accomplishes nothing. As we wring our 
hands quite understandably over a score, or a couple hun¬ 
dred, or even a couple of thousand dead, just remember 
that in a major war our dead run into the tens, or even hun¬ 
dreds, of thousands before any political or economic objec¬ 
tive may be reached. 

Though I dislike to get personal, 1 may point out that 1 
have fought in a couple of serious wars and I have seen bat¬ 
tlefields where one could not walk without stepping on bod¬ 
ies. War is an ugly business, but that must not be permitted 
to destroy our determination. Let us with God’s grace avoid 
Armageddon; but if we are in it, let’s win it! 

Bom John Dean Cooper; and known to his friends as “Jeff” 
the author is a former Marine Lt Col. who served in WWII and 
Korea . Jeff is also the father of “The Modem Techniques of 
Shootingand a former history professor. ^ 
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Canadian Snipers in Afghanistan, Part II 

BY RDB KROTT 


Last month SOF interviewed 
Canadian s?iipers as they recounted how 
they became a “911” unit for the 
American forces to whom they were 
attached , for missions at the shaip> edge 
of the Allied assault on the Shah-i-Kot 
mountain range , We continue our debrief 
of Canadian sniper Master Corporal 
“Alex” as he describes a productive 
shooting position, in the open on a hilltop 
— but with the sniper's coveted good 
fields of fire. 


“It was unreal; I was so excited. All 
of us really, we were just glad to be 
there. There was a guy that was moving 
up on the hill that an Apache was 
shooting at and [we] just turned 
around, and engaged him.” According 
to Alex their initial engagement lasted 
about two hours. 

“We were there about an hour or an 
hour-and-a-half when Charlie Company 
moved out. The SF guys said they had 
to catch up to them and asked us if we 


were okay. We still had targets so we’d 
keep clearing, that’s our job — we work 
alone. So they said if we needed help to 
give them a call. We were up there 
about another half-hour or so and car¬ 
ried on the mission. Anytime some¬ 
thing would pop up we’d take care of it. 
We waited another half-hour until 
everything was good to go and then 
changed position.” 

It was a team effort. “‘Ed’ (the No. 3 
man on team security) kept running 
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Canadian Press/ by Stephen 


back and forth through that altitude 
grabbing optics, ammo, equipment. 
With the elevation we had there it was 
great that he did that because if he had¬ 
n’t we wouldn’t have had the equip¬ 
ment that we did. The whole team 
worked great.” 

While engaging al-Qaeda forces on 
the Whale’s Back, Alex’ team was 
tasked to suppress some enemy mor¬ 
tars. The U.S. infantrymen were in the 
open without cover. The enemy was 
protected. After airstrikes were called 
in to suppress the mortars the enemy 
mortarmen would merely emerge from 
their caves and jeer before putting more 
fibre onto the Americans. And when they 
did, the Canadian snipers took them 
out. The Canadian snipers were credit¬ 
ed with saving the lives of many 
American infantrymen. 

Alex’ team spent 14 days providing 
sniper-support on Operation Anaconda. 
“We got switched between the first and 
second [battalions] and I would just 
ask ‘where’s Charlie Company’ and I 
started recognizing the CO. When 


everything started hitting it our call 
sign was ‘63’ and the next thing you 
know it was ‘Canadian Snipers.’ We 
ended up being free agents on the bat¬ 
tlefield going from company to compa¬ 
ny wherever we were needed. We were 
more than happy with that.” 

The Long Shots 

Somewhere in the middle of the first 
week of Anaconda, Alex made his 
longest shot. It was an elevated target 
at 2,310 meters. Alex was shooting 
from approximately 8,500 feet at an 
enemy forward observer at 9,000 feet 
(verified by his spotter via the Leica 
Vector laser range-finder) with his bolt- 
action McMillan .50 cal (LRSW), firing 
AMAX Match ammunition and mount¬ 
ing a 16x Leupold scope. His first two 
shots missed. “The first shot was high 
and left, the second shot was left, and 
the third shot was a hit.” Alex told 
Soldier Of Fortune that the altitude, the 
cold, and the thin air might have 
enhanced bullet velocity. The spotter, 
according to Alex, “did all the work.” 


The snipers kept a logbook of the shots 
themselves, but their emphasis was on 
the mission: “Get the mission done, 
carry on to the next mission. We really 
didn’t want to carry that kind of infor¬ 
mation with us, in case of capture.” 
Afterwards, Alex put some notes down 
for possible intelligence information. 
Alex was reluctant to talk about the 
extreme range of some of the shots the 
Canadian shooters achieved. 

When I mentioned comparing this 
shot to Carlos Hathcock’s 2,250 meter 
shot near Due Pho in 1967, Alex said, 
“It was also a different weapon, a dif¬ 
ferent environment, so you certainly 
can’t (compare it) ... no one can take 
anything away from Hathcock’s 
accomplishments. His was an awe¬ 
some shot. Everyone’s talking about 
these ‘long shots’ but you know what? 
I could get yourself down behind it 
(the McMillan in that situation) and 
as long as you’ve got a great spotter, 
he’s the one who makes the shot; then 
you could make the shot.” Technology 
certainly has pushed the envelope and 
Alex agreed with that. He’s modest 
about the shot and would rather avoid 
any discussion on it. It’s obvious that 
Alex and his fellow snipers were not 
interested in statistics or records, just 
completing the mission. “We were 
just so glad that we could be a part of 


(opposite) In Kandahar before being deployed in support of U.S. GIs near the town of 
Bagram, sniper from Canada s 3rd Battalion, Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry 
(3 PPCLI) demonstrates art of hiding himself and Parker-Hale C3A1 rifle, (below) The first 
time the Maple Leaf has flown in combat: In their first combat mission , as opposed to 
peacekeeping, since Korea , Canadian troops made an excellent showing and were well- 
supported by the press and populace at home. 
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Machine-gun crew from C Company , 3 PPCU , cover a scout team as they head into a 
ravine in the Shah-i-Kot Valley. Hardy Canadians handled altitude, mission with typi¬ 
cal aplomb. 


that operation,” said Alex. 

The other three-man sniper team 
from 3 PPCLI made the longest shot of 
the operation: 2,400 meters. Alex con¬ 
firms the shot was made, as the team 
members confirmed the shot and the 
range was verified by the Leica Vector 
laser range-finder — the Vector is 
great piece of kit — but he doesn’t 
know for certain if it was a one-shot 
hit. “I was talking to them about that. 
The two guys running the show there, 
they confirmed it. It [the account of 
the 2,400-meter shot] didn’t just come 
from one guy. They did confirm that 
[the hit]. I don’t know exactly where 
they hit. I don’t know if it was on the 
first shot.” Alex did confirm that this 
extremely long shot was made against 
an enemy combatant in a Toyota Hilux 
pickup truck. 

Alex refused to indicate actual num¬ 
bers of confirmed kills but did agree 
that several enemy were successfully 
engaged and the comment from a U.S. 
Special Forces source claiming the 
Canadians confirmed well over 20 
“kills” was essentially correct. “We 
decided as a group that we won’t dis¬ 
close how many we got. We know what 
we did; we’ll leave it at that. We never 
expected all this press [media atten¬ 
tion]. We did our job and we had a 
great time doing it.” 

Gear, Terrain, Altitude, And load 

After Anaconda the Canadian 
snipers were flown back to Bagram 
Airfield. There they did a refit to fight 
and went out the next day on Operation 
Harpoon with their parent unit, 3 
PPCLI, for five days. The Canadian 
snipers were well-respected and 
admired by the American units they 
worked with. According to Alex, “The 
101 st guys ... wanted us to stay out 
there. There was no problem with hav¬ 
ing us stick around. We’d still be out 


there if they hadn’t brought us in. We 
were having a great time of it.” 

An American general Alex talked to 
in Kandahar after Operation Anaconda 
was quite interested in how accurate 
the McMillan was and how it per¬ 
formed in battle. Alex is effusively 
laudatory about the weapon. “It’s a 
great piece of kit. Accuracy — it’s bang 
on. As soon as you get your dope — it’s 
bang on.” When pressed to evaluate 
the McMillan, Alex commented that 
“at first the ammo wasn’t that good, 
but we fixed that. There was a slight 
problem with the magazines. The mag¬ 
azines could be better. Other than that 
the weapon itself was working good. It 
didn’t seem to be knocked off [the 
optics] from day one to the end of the 
operation. I carried it in a drag bag on 


the back of my pack and it was always 
‘max protected.’ For all the stuff we 
were doing it was right on all the time. 
There’s no major adjustments that we 
can see.” 

Alex, a bodybuilder with a solidly 
muscled physique, is 6 feet, 220 pounds. 
SOF wanted to know how the snipers 
coped with their soldier’s load in the 
nigged Afghan mountains. “Honestly, 
we were low on food. Because of the sit¬ 
uation out there, the birds couldn’t get in 
because of the weather. As a team we 


The equipment of the day was the 
McMillan .50 tactical rifle, which Canuck 
snipers used to take-out targets at 
astounding ranges. Canadian-issue ver¬ 
sion features shorter bipods and other 
subtle modifications. 
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worked really well. I mean, yeah, there 
were a couple of guys out there going 
hungry, but every time we were asked to 
do something all three of us were ‘carry 
on.’ The terrain was desert, rocky, and 
rolling hills and, of course, the altitude; 
it made us tired, and the mountains, of 
course. Some guys were ‘how do you 
carry that heavy pack’ — you just gotta 
do it.” According to Alex their ruck¬ 
sacks weighed approximately 100- 
110 pounds. 


The snipers were carrying some 
heavy equipment: “We had our own 
40-power Leupold spotting scope that 
our spotter used.” They did everything 
they could to lighten their load and 
improve mobility. “We were the only 
Canadians who didn’t wear helmets or 
flak jackets. We tried that during 
rehearsals but it did not work. It took 
two guys to lift my rucksack, so I could 
slide into it. The guys that lifted it 
asked us ‘How are you guys going to 
carry that?’ Well, we have to. The 
‘other guy’ had a radio and extra 
ammo, and the third guy had an M203 
with 33 rounds [40mm grenades] on 


him, so that’s what we were looking 
at.” In addition to their normal web¬ 
bing and sniping equipment the 
snipers were issued Blackhawk chest 
webbing (bought from unit funds) to 
carry eight extra magazines for their C- 
7s, plus extra pistol magazines. 

“I was usually leading. Unless we 
were in a bad situation or in a valley or 
something. Usually I’d be up front 
with another guy and would set the 
pace because I had the heaviest ruck. 


We had another guy covering our rear. 
So it was pretty much up to myself to 
set the pace.” Alex’s team spent the 
entire two weeks on foot except for 
one time when they got a ride on a 
John Deere ATV cargo carrier because 
his team was needed quickly some¬ 
where else. “As a Canadian I’m not 
used to seeing that stuff — you know 
when a Chinook drops off a John 
Deere. The way the Americans treated 
us was great. It was just unreal; any¬ 
thing we needed, if it was in their 
power to get it to us, it was there.” 

The weather was subject to drastic 
change. Alex showed me photos of the 


snipers bivouacking in the snow and 
ice with just ponchos or tarps in hasty 
shelters. They were all smiling. It was¬ 
n’t that much of a challenge to the 
grunts from Alberta. “Some guys need 
all that Gore-tex stuff and we had 
stealth suits underneath, but some¬ 
times you have to leave that nice com¬ 
fortable stuff behind when you go on 
operations. You’ve got to carry that 
stuff. And you know what? You’re not 
going to die. So, don’t suffer — take 
care of yourself, but there are different 
ways of staying warm than carrying all 
that stuff.” 

On 9 March, a week after Operation 
Anaconda commenced, the 3PPCLI was 
ordered to clear the Whale’s Back 
mountain on the western side of the 
Shah-i-Kot Valley of an estimated 60 to 
100 enemy holdouts, dug-in or hiding 
in caves. 

The 3PPCLI launched Operation 
Harpoon, a battalion-strength air- 
assault against the Whale’s Back, short¬ 
ly after first light (0730 hours local 
time) on 13 March. Inserting via CH-47 
Chinook helicopter into a single-ship 
LZ at the northern end of the moun¬ 
tain, the Canadians’ mission was to 
destroy all remaining Taliban and al- 
Qaeda on the Whale’s Back and then 
search all detected caves and enemy 
fighting positions on the mountain. 
There were few enemy left on the 
Whale’s Back, and the Canadians 
promptly engaged them with anti-tank 
rockets (the Canadians issue the LAW, 
TOW and Eryx) and small-arms fire, 
killing three. They searched more than 
30 caves and captured tons of enemy 
weapons, equipment, and intelligence 
materials. They spent five days clear¬ 
ing enemy positions on the Whale’s 
Back and finding large caches of 
ammunition and equipment. 

During this operation, the 3PPCLI 
snipers continued their mission “to 
interdict enemy fighters and suppress 
any heavy-weapons positions.” For 
their outstanding performance while in 
combat when attached to the 
Rakkasans [3rd Bde., 101st Airborne 
Division], the Canadian snipers have 
been recommended for the American 
Bronze Star Medal for Valor. 

A sniping advocate , SOF Chief 
Foreign Correspondent Rob Krott w as 
equipped with an M21 sniping rifle dur¬ 
ing a tour of duty with the 2nd Infantry 
Division (Korean DMZ). An account of 
his KNLA sniper training mission 
appeared in “Long Range Revenge ” in 
January ’97. ^ 



Canadian troops on Operation Anaconda patrol mountains east of Gardez, taking a 
breather every so often in the 3,000-meter altitude. Note standard-issue uniforms: Only 
Canadian snipers had desert cammies, which had been obtained from the Brits. 


“Ihe way the Americans treated as was 
great. Anything we needed, it It was in their 
gawer te get it ta as, it was there. ” 
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T akhur Ghar Mountain was just another point on a mili¬ 
tary planner’s map the night of 3 March 2002. But by 
daybreak on 4 March so many things had done terri - 
bly wrong. 

A Navy SEAL had fallen out of a helicopter on an abort¬ 
ed insert. His buddies had gone in to get him, but 
met stiff resistance. Two MH-47 
Chinooks, “Razor-1” “and “Razor-2” hh 
rushed to their aid from Baghram Air Base. 

They approached shortly after daybreak, and 
Razor 1 was brought down by an enemy rocket- 
propelled grenade as the helicopter prepared to 
insert 10 Army Rangers and three Air Force special 
operators. 

The Chinook's crews and passengers would 
spend the next 15 hours fighting for their lives 
atop that desolate, snow-covered mountain. Four fighter crews 
would take unprecedented risks to save them. One Air Force 
combat controller would pummel enemy reinforcements from 
his nearby observation point. Together ,; they would get the 
Americans off that mountain. 




In the end, seven Americans would lose their lives — the 
deadliest day of combat for American forces since Mogadishu, 
Somalia in 1993. 

But also in the end, several heroes would emerge ... dur¬ 
ing the battle of Roberts Ridge. 

“We’re a downed helicopter ... We’re 
receiving enemy fire ... ” 

The combat controller’s words were 
abrupt; tinged with panic. They caused a 
lump to form in the throat of Major Chris 
“Junior” Short. The F-15E pilot and his wing- 
man, Captain Kirk “Panzer” Rieckhoff, knew 
exactly where the frantic airman was located — 
they had been there only 25 minutes earlier. The 
fighter jets, call signs “Twister 5-1” and “Twister 
5-2” would be back in fewer than two minutes. 
They hoped it would be soon enough. 

Despite the commotion that surrounded Staff Sergeant Gabe 
Brown, the combat controller’s voice was loud and distinct. “We 
have enemy troops 75 meters away ... I need guns only!” 

The MH-47 Chinook had been no fewer than 15 feet off the 
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ground, about to insert its team of Army Rangers and Air Force 
special operators, when a rocket-propelled grenade had tom 
through its tail rotor and engine. The doomed bird, call sign 
“Razor 1,” slammed into the rocky terrain with a metal-crunch- 
ing thud. From a bunker just a stone's throw to the north, al- 
Qaeda forces pelted the helicopter's 21 passengers and crew 
members with small-arms fire and RPGs. 

“We have dead and wounded!” Brown shouted into his tacti¬ 
cal radio. 

Short's heart began to race as the controller ; call sign “Slick 
0-1 ” talked the F-15E two-ship onto the target. It was a very 
precise target. It wasn't a tank or a truck. Not a building or a 
cave. It was a tree — one single pine tree. 

Bewilderment still covered Rieckhoff's face when he 
recounted his target two months later: Though both Strike 
Eagles were fully loaded with 500 rounds each, their 20 mm 
multiband guns are designed to rip aircraft from the sky, 
not pick off bad guys on the ground. Or trees. In fact, no F- 
15E had ever used the gun in an emergency close-air support 
mission. 

But Slick 0-1 was too close for bombs and he needed rounds 
on target Quick. 

Short's heart was now pounding as he absorbed his mission: 
Descend from a “medium altitude,” enter the target area at 
roughly 575 mph, use his 20 mm cannon in a way its never 
before been used and hit one specific tree that sits only 250feet 
from friendly forces. 

Basically, that helicopter crew needed a nothing short of a 
miracle. 

Just then, two miracles from the 335th Fighter Squadron 
came screaming down on their 
position. 

An Insert Gone Bad 

The events that led to 
Razor l’s shoot-down started 
roughly four hours earlier, 
when another MH-47 Chi¬ 
nook fell prey to enemy fire. 

American battle comman¬ 
ders on 4 March — already 
two days into what was sup¬ 
posed to be a 72-hour mission 
— sent a myriad of their best 
troops to the southern end of 
Shah-i-Kot Valley to silence/ 
the stiff resistance. Among 
them was a team of Navy 
SEALs, ordered to take posi¬ 
tion at “Objective Ginger.” 

A barrage of enemy fire 
tore through the SEALs’ heli¬ 
copter, call sign “Razor 3,” as 
it approached Takhur Ghar 
Mountain at about 0300. The 
pilot instinctively jerked the 
helicopter up and away to 
make a hasty exit. In the 
commotion, Petty Officer 1st 
Class Neil Roberts fell out of 
the Chinook. 

The pilot set the dam¬ 
aged helicopter down 4 
miles north. Its sister ship, 
call sign/Razor 4,” arrived 


45 minutes later. It took Razor 3’s crew to a U.S. base at 
Gardez, 15 miles away. It then took the five SEALs and 
Technical Sgt. John Chapman, a combat controller, back to 
Ginger to get their buddy. 

Battle leaders at the U.S. operations center at Baghram Air 
Base used a Predator UAV (unmanned aerial vehicle) to mon¬ 
itor Roberts’ whereabouts, which they relayed to Razor 4. 
The SEALs and Chapman off-loaded under heavy enemy fire 
near where they believed the SEAL to be. 

A quick-reaction force also boarded two more black MH- 
47s at Baghram at approximately 0545. Technical Sgt. Keary 
Miller, a pararescue jumper with longer than 10 years in spe¬ 
cial tactics, headed the Combat Search and Rescue team. 
Brown and Senior Airman Jason Cunningham, a fellow 
pararescueman, joined Miller. They boarded Razor 1 along 
with eight crew members and 10 Army Rangers. Among the 
Rangers stood Air Force Staff Sgt. Kevin Vance, and enlisted 
terminal-attack controller, or ETAC. 

As Razor 1 and Razor 2 lifted into the darkness, the SEAL 
team was fighting for survival. Roberts had been executed, 
and they were heavily outnumbered. They sent a call out for 
help. Short’s F-15E two-ship answered the call. 

Strike Eagles On-Station 

The Strike Eagles had launched from an undisclosed 
location no fewer than four hours earlier. They were work¬ 
ing targets on the Whaleback, a ridgeline roughly 10 miles 
to the west, when “Mako 3-0” called for emergency close- 
air support. 

Close-air was a popular commodity throughout Operation 

Anaconda, especially since 
neither artillery nor armor 
assets were available. So pop¬ 
ular that many fighters broke 
two steadfast rules: Two-ship 
formations broke into indi¬ 
vidual missions and pilots 
regularly went below their 
“bingo” line — the amount of 
fuel necessary to safely get 
them home. 

Short had no idea that 
Mako 3-0 was a SEAL team 
searching for Roberts — the 
two-ship had no way of 
knowing those events had 
transpired. But Short knew 
Mako 3-0 was receiving 
heavy-mortar and machine- 
gun fire. The 13-year pilot 
had to decide whether to 
send both, one or none of his 
planes. There were many 
ground battles unfolding, 
practically all of which were 
asking for air-support, and 
his was the only fighter two- 
ship in the vicinity. To deter¬ 
mine which ground con¬ 
troller had the greatest need, 
Short relied largely on their 
tone of voice. 

“What we’re hearing on 
the radio, I think you can 
characterize it as distress in 


Air Force Technical Sgt. Jim Holaling sits in the Hindu Kush moun¬ 
tains days before the launch of Operation Anaconda. The combat 
controller was soon assigned to the Shah-i-Kot Valley as part of a 
coalition Special Forces team. On the morning of 4 March, an MH- 
47 Chinook was shot down 3 kilometers to his southwest. The 
heficopter carried 21 Americans, including Hotaling's good friend 
and feliow controlier Air Force Staff Sgt. Gabe Brown, (opposite) 
Canadian troops crouch after departing a Chinook helicopter on 
the Towr Ghar Mountain deep in the Tora Bora Valley region of 
Afghanistan on 4 May 2002. 
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THE BATTLEGROUND 


A look at the crash site of Razor 1, an MH-47E Chinook helicopter, high atop Takhur 
Ghar Mountain on the southern end of Shah-e-Kot Valley, Afghanistan. 



O Though its exact location is unknown, the six-man 
Navy SEAL team sent in to recover Petty Officer 1st 
Class Neil Roberts is in this vicinity prior to the 
arrival of Razor 1. The team is heading east, away 
from heavy mortar and machine gun fire. Twister 5- 
1 and 5-2, two F-15Es, provide close-air support. 
With the SEALS is Tech. Sgt. John Chapman, a 
combat controller. His body is later found about 300 
feet from Razor! 

Q The first rally point established after Razor 1 is shot 
down. Slick 0-1, Air Force Staff Sgt. Gabe Brown, 
remained here through the battle’s first two hours. 

0 The enemy bunker from-which the U.S. forces drew 
most fire in the early hours of the battle. 

0 Rangers establish two defensive positions behind 
rocks. Four Rangers are at each position. Air Force 
Staff Sgt. Kevin Vance, the Rangers’ enlisted 
terminal attack controller, is with the group on the 
left, at roughly 2 o’clock from the helicopter’s nose. 


the guy’s voice,” he said of Mako 3-0’s call. 

Though the whaleback targets were of strategic impor¬ 
tance, that controller wasn’t under fire. Short said the deci¬ 
sion was easy — both Twister 5-1 and 5-2 headed east. 

The battle’s intensity was evident as the F-15Es arrived 
over what would later be named Roberts Ridge. Enemy mor¬ 
tar rounds, U.S. bombs and 105mm-howitzer fire from AC- 
130 gunships had scorched the snow in previous days, and 
black marks now littered the once-white mountaintop. 

“Where the actual [enemy] mortar positions are when 
we first showed up, we don’t know,” said Lt. Col. Jim 
“Meat” Fairchild, Twister 5-1’s weapons system officer. “We 
just laid into bombs 600 meters west of where [Mako 3-0] 
said he was.” 

Short said Mako 3-0 was running east and taking fire as he 
sent many of his transmissions. At one point, the ground con¬ 



troller told Short “he has one K1A, two wounded.” It is not 
clear whether the killed-in-action was Roberts or Chapman, 
who also lost his life that night. A source familiar with the 
battle said Mako 3-0 “absolutely was not” Chapman, whose 
job it would have been to call in close-air support. 

A bad situation then took a turn for the worse. Both fight¬ 
ers were running low on fuel, and Mako 3-0 sent word that 
his batteries were fading. He also wanted to know the status 
of Razor. Short didn’t know the quick-reaction force was en 
route, so he passed the information through an AWACS hov¬ 
ering nearby. 

Short stayed on-station and dropped a second 500-pound 
laser-guided bomb when Twister 5-2 headed to the tanker. 
The tanker had positioned itself only 20 miles from the bat¬ 
tlefield — they typically fly 100 to 150 miles away — and 
Rieckhoff took only half his fuel capacity so he could quick- 
g ly get back in the fight. 

£ He wouldn’t get the chance. Word 
& ^ was sent that “other assets” were 

coming into the area, and the F-15E 
two-ship was told to return to the 
Whaleback. Or, as Fairchild put it, 
“We get kicked out of the area.” It’s 
evident by the sharpness in his voice 
that this was a hard pill to swallow. 

Twister 5-1 broke contact, but kept 
his radio on Mako 3-0’s frequency. 
Short arrived at the tanker as his 
wingman headed back to Mako 3-0’s 
position. There was a 12-minute gap 


Staff Sgt. Gabe Brown, a combat con¬ 
troller for eight years, stands in front of 
the Combat Controller Memorial at 
Hurlbert Field, Fla. As part of Razor 1’s 
combat search and rescue team, Brown 
provided close-air support for the MH-47 
Chinook after it was shot down in 
Afghanistan on 4 March. 
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in which neither Strike Eagle was in or near the target area. 
When Rieckhoff returned, he flew a holding pattern just east 
of the target area. But the battlefield had significantly 
changed. 

Twister 5-2 radioed back to the lead: “Confirm you’re 
bombing the ridgeline, the mountain peak that has the heli¬ 
copter on it.” 

Short said those words hit him like a brick. “We were like 
‘No, we just dropped bombs there. There’s no helicopter ... 
please tell me that!’ ” 


Ranger-also was killed in that vicinity, though it is not clear 
whether the RPG or small-arms fire killed him. 

As the soldiers and airmen rushed to exit, Brown ran 
past two Rangers lying facedown. Many of the survivors 
took cover behind a rock “to figure out what the hell was 
going on.” 

At that rally point, located just few meters off the heli¬ 
copter’s 5 o’clock, Brown and Miller made eye contact. “Here 
we go,” the controller said. Miller gave him a nod. 

Brown stayed at the rally point and started to establish 


“Here We Go” 

The Rangers and CSAR team inside 
Razor 1 prepared for a hot insertion just 
as the sunlight broke the majestic 
mountains. The most up-to-date infor¬ 
mation was passed on a grease board. A 
final weapons check was made. 
Frequencies were verified. 

“The motivation was there,” Miller 
said of his fellow special-tactics airmen. 
“I didn’t have to give anybody any 
speeches. My team was focused.” 

Vance believes Razor 1 circled the 
landing zone at least twice before set¬ 
ting down. The Ranger ETAC was 
deployed and unavailable for comment. 
A copy of Vance’s written account of the 
battle, given March 25 at Baghram, was 
obtained for this report. 

The crew received a “one-minute 
call.” The passengers unhooked 
their belts. 

The transport flared at approximate¬ 
ly 0620, then all hell broke loose. Al- 
Qaeda forces opened fire with a barrage 
of machine-gun and rocket-propelled- 
grenade fire. Miller said the bulk of the 
fire was directed at the front of the helo, 
but the cargo hold wasn’t immune. 
Rounds easily penetrated the Chinook’s 
thin skin — “ripping through the air¬ 
craft,” as Brown described it. “It looked 
like confetti from the padding” being 
shot off the walls. 

Miller said he saw one RPG, but 
doesn’t doubt there were others. Brown 
said two or three RPGs hit from the 
front all the way down the bird’s right 
side. Vance believes there were four. 

One of those RPGs hit the tail rotor 
and engine, and the Chinook dropped 
at least 15 feet onto the mountain. 
Miller said no one was killed in the 
crash-landing, but the small-arms fire 
was taking its toll. Everyone now had 
one objective: Get out of that bullet 
magnet as fast as possible. 

For some, it wasn’t fast enough. 

Army Sgt. Philip J. Svitak threw a 
blast out on his mini-gun to cover his 
fellow soldiers. Vance and Brown wit¬ 
nessed an RPG hit the helicopter where 
the front right-side gunner was located, 
killing the 31-year-old flight engineer. A 
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Lt . Col, Jim “Meat” Fairchild was the weapons system officer on Twister 5-1, the flight 
lead on an F-15E two-ship that was first to provide close-air for Razor 1. (below) Maj. 
Chris “Junior” Short (left) and CapL Kirk “Panzer” Rieckhoff piloted Twister 5-1 and 
Twister 5-2, respectively. The F-15E Strike Eagles provided the downed crew of Razor 1 
close-air support in unprecedented ways, to include using their 20mm air-to-air cannons 
to hit an enemy bunker. 
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communications. He brought up line-of-sight communica¬ 
tions and started searching for airborne platforms, but had 
no luck. Neither frequency given the night before seemed to 
work. Brown, who has a year and a half of controller school¬ 
ing and seven years on the job, quickly began to reconfigure 
his PRC-117F radio for long-range communications, which 
required some antenna-swapping. 

As the combat controller patched up the radio. Miller, 
Cunningham and the aircrew medic began to patch-up the 
wounded. The trio moved the casualties inside the heli¬ 
copter. There already were four dead: the two at the door 
gunner’s position and two lying at the ramp. There also were 
three litter patients: both pilots and the left-doorgunner, who 
was shot in the leg. 

The pilots didn’t fare as well. An RPG tore through the 
cockpit, seriously wounding both aviators. 

Both pilots had climbed out of the cockpit and fallen into 
the knee-high snow below. Miller ran out the back ramp and 
uphill the length of the helicopter to get to the left-side pilot. 
A round had smashed the pilot’s thighbone. 

“He was alert, and started talking after I got the bleeding 
stopped,” Miller said. “I had him watching for bad guys when 
my head was down and I was doing my work.” 

Then came the hard part. Miller placed a tourniquet on 
the pilot, grabbed the officer’s body armor and with the 
help of another aircrew member, dragged him through the 
deep snow and into the downed bird. Though the pilot 
pushed “with his good leg,” it still took a few minutes to 
get him inside. 

Miller does not know how the right-side pilot got into the 


Soldiers from Alpha, 101st Airborne Division, having just arrived 
Tuesday ; 2 April 2002, in the departing Chinook helicopter, take 
part in Operation "Mountain Lion, ” in the Zhawar Kili mountain 
complex, Paktia province, eastern Afghanistan. 


helicopter, but said the officer “was in even worse shape and 
suffered from far greater blood loss.” He had a silver-dollar- 
sized hole in his wrist and a deep wound to his thigh. 

Some of the Rangers were injured, as well. A few had 
taken shrapnel and one had been shot in the hand. Vance said 
the platoon leader, Capt. Nathan Self, had “a pretty good 
chunk” of shrapnel in his leg. Despite these injuries, no 
Ranger stopped for medical care. And Miller wasn’t offended. 

“The Rangers did it awesome,” he said. “They drew a lot 
of fire, which kept it off us.” 

The soldiers from the 1st Battalion of the 75th Ranger 
Regiment, joined by a handful of aircrew members, had 
charged up the hill and established two positions roughly 50 
meters from the enemy bunker. Vance said he passed at least 
one dead guerrilla on Jus way up the hill. Large rocks pro¬ 
vided cover for four mdrat each position. The enemy fire was 
largely concentrated on their positions, but the Rangers were 
giving what they got. 

The medical team had the patients “packaged,” or ready to 
move, within 45 minutes. Things were going well inside the 
helicopter. Things were pretty rough outside. 

The Ranger’s iirefight was depleting their ammo supply. 
Though it hadn’t reached dangerous levels, Miller knew ‘Sve 
had to take that hill.” The pararescueman and an aircrew 
member took bullets and 40 mm grenades off the dead and 
wounded and rushed them to the soldiers. 

“The way they went across open danger areas several 
times to get more bullets and to assist was incredible,” 
Brown said. 

Watching, Waiting 

Almost within spitting distance to the east, Twister 5-2 
maintained his holding pattern and his eyes on the heli¬ 
copter. Short quickly pulled his F-15E off the tanker and 
headed to his wingman’s position. Though they had been 
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“kicked out of the area,” both Strike Eagles had kept their 
targeting pods in Mako 3-0’s vicinity. Through the pod, “we 
see one helicopter down, we see one leaving the target area,” 
said Fairchild, Twister 5-1’s weapons system officer. 

The Strike Eagles contacted Mako 3-0 for confirmation, 
but the ground controller reported there were “no friendlies 
on top of the mountain.” Though Fairchild has no way of 
knowing for certain, he believes Mako 3-0 had egressed far 
enough to the east that he was not in view of the mountain- 
top where the helicopter sat. 

The fighter jets still had no idea the Chinook had been 
shot down. There was no radio chatter to the contrary. 

U.S. Central Command, which has rule over Operation 
Anaconda, admitted communication problems plagued the 
battle atop Takhur Ghar mountain. Reconnaissance flights 
failed to detect manned al-Qaeda positions, radio frequencies 
were either incorrect or not used and ground troops had dif¬ 
ficulty contacting commanders and air support assets — 
most notably, the F-15E two-ship flying near the downed 
Chinook. 

In fact, the next transmission again directed the F-15Es to 
return to the Whaleback. 

The Strike Eagles were no happier with this order than the 
last time it was received. They admittedly didn’t know Razor 
1 had been shot down. But they did know the helicopter had, 
for at least 25 minutes, sat on a mountain littered with al- 
Qaeda. And they knew Mako 3-0, who was on that same 
mountain, had been without air-support for 37 minutes. 

But, for whatever reason, they were ordered to leave. They 
were to support a controller who wasn’t under fire; they were 
to hit mortar teams when they popped out of the safety of 
their caves. 

Asked how that order made him feel, the soft-spoken 
Short drew a deep breath, opened his mouth, and then 
pressed his Ups tight. After a pause, he shook his head and 


United States Army soldiers from the 10th Mountain Division stay 
iow as dust and pebbles fly when an Army CH-47 Chinook heli¬ 
copter lifts off from the rocky terrain, 13 March 2002 as the U.S. 
Army sends in troops to route-out Taliban and al-Qaeda fighters 
from the rough terrain. Hundreds on American and Canadian 
troops were lifted into the mountainous region at high-altitude to 
search for and destroy any enemy they encountered. 


shrugged his shoulders. “I don’t know,” he said. 

Though it was against their will, the fighter jets broke con¬ 
tact and started to work targets on the Whaleback, 

Technical Sgt. Jim Hotaling wasn’t going anywhere. The 
10-year combat controller was monitoring the situation from 
his perch 3 kilometers to the southwest. He was part of a 
coalition Special Forces team positioned on a hillside obser¬ 
vation post, and had a commanding view of the mountain. 

And he had his hands full. 

Soldiers from Task Force Rakkassan had been pinned- 
down near his location the day and night prior. He was han¬ 
dling battles to his south, to his north, and was lending aid 
to Mako 3-0 when he got word a helicopter has gone down. 

“I wasn’t as shocked as most people would think,” he said. 
“This is just one more fight.” 

It was just another fight — until he heard the controller’s 
voice. 

“Then I knew it was one of my own,” Hotaling said. “And 
that’s when it does make a difference, personally. I had instant 
voice-recognition. It was go-time.” 

The two controllers discussed the battle during an inter¬ 
view at Hurlburt Field, Fla., where Air Force Special 
Operations Command is headquartered. Watching the two 
interact, it was easy to see why Hotaling felt it was “go-time,” 
They’ve known each other for “a very long time,” and spent 

Continued on page 80 
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BRAVO TwnlZERO: 



Dana Drenkdwski 


T 


his movie received little publicity before the 
events of 11 September 2001. In fact, I hap¬ 
pened to find it by accident while browsing 
through my local video rental store. 

Movies about the military, especially ones 
extolling the heroism and extraordinary sac¬ 
rifice of ordinary soldiers, receive short 
shrift from Hollywood’s management and the leftist critics. 
Most in the movie-making industry shirked their obligation 
when their nation called for service in Vietnam. Thus, there is 
little inclination amongst those of the chattering classes to 
promote those who are ready to give all for others. 

And when Hollywood does get the heroism down pat, 
the story is subverted by 


other agendas, as in Pearl 
Harbor , where the amazing 
efforts of two fighter pilots 
(who actually got their 
planes airborne and took on 
the entire Japanese force by 
themselves during the infa¬ 
mous attack) were reduced 
to a sappy love story; a love 
story in which some critics 
properly noted that the 
movie was really about a 
romance with something 
Big happening behind the 
love triangle. 

Sort of like the 1997 
movie Titanic , where two 
lovers met and oh, by the 
way, some Big ship sank in 
really cold water somewhere 
in the Atlantic. 

Bravo Two Zero is one 
great war movie, which is 
virtually unheard of. It is 
available in video stores and 
is well worth the effort to 
find and rent. 


Bravo Two Zero; produced by BBC and Anant Singh; direct¬ 
ed by Tom Clegg; starring Sean Bean, Steve Nicolson, Rick 
Warden, Richard Graham, and Ian Curtis; released in 
2001; running time 121 minutes. 


Bravo Two Zero 


Based on a true lalorv 


Those familiar with Special Operations and, in particular, 
those who know of the exploits of the British Special Air 
Service (SAS) have heard of Andy McNab’s book about the 
mission of Bravo Two Zero in the Gulf War. 

It is a story of achievement and tragedy almost beyond 
human capability, yet it is truer than Hollywood’s Saving 
Private Ryan. 

For those who don’t know, “Bravo 2-0” was the call sign of 
an eight-man SAS element to find and destroy — or target for 
destruction by aircraft — Saddam Hussein’s Scud missiles in 
Iraq. Seven SAS troopers, commanded by Sergeant Andy 
McNab, were inserted by chopper into Central Iraq to locate 
the Scuds. Their packs were loaded with more than 200 

pounds of supplies — per 



man — including ammo, 
M66 rockets, food, water, 
and other gear. 

The men had trained 
together for years as a tight 
group for various SpecOps 
missions. They were friends 
and combat buddies, faithful 
to their country and to each 
other. Men carried either the 
M-203 (M-16s with 40mm 
grenade launcher attached 
under the barrel) or the FN 
Minimi .223 machine guns, 
both of which are standard 
U.S. military weapons. 
Several had pistols for last- 
ditch protection. 

Bravo 2-0 personnel, and 
their leader Andy McNab, 
discovered upon landing that 
the terrain was even more 
barren and flat than antici¬ 
pated, leaving them little to 
hide in, or behind, while con¬ 
ducting their armed-recon¬ 
naissance mission. 


46 


WWW.SOfmag.com • SOLDIER OF FORTUNE ^ SEPTEMBER BOOB 












They were discovered during the early afternoon of their 
first day by a shepherd boy who reported their position to 
Iraqi units only a few hundred yards away Andy’s troops 
were in the open, with six hours of daylight remaining — the 
worst possible scanario for a small recon patrol trying to stay 
undetected — and alive — behind enemy lines. 

Two Iraqi armored vehicles and at minimum a reinforced 
platoon attacked McNab’s team. Andy and his men shot-up 
the armor with their shoulder-fired rockets and plunged with 
ferocity directly into the enemy platoon — Bravo 2-0’s eight 
men against 40-50 enemy infantry! 

Undoubtedly under Divine protection, they escaped and 
began their odyssey of survival, as they ran and fought, even¬ 
tually dropping their heavy packs as they struggled to remain 
ahead of oncoming Iraqi soldiers. Communication problems 
kept the Allies from knowing what happened, or where to 
extract the patrol, when it was apparent something had gone 
terribly wrong. 

Three men separated from the other five during the first 
night of confused fighting and running; one was killed, 
another captured and the other — the only one of the entire 
patrol — escaped. 

Andy McNab led the rest on a long, fight¬ 
ing retreat through Iraq, trying to reach 
“friendly” Syrian lines more than 150 miles 
distant. 

Weather was the worst it had been in 
nearly 30 years. The SAS contingent was 
lightly dressed; all their warmer gear when 
they abandoned their packs, operated entire¬ 
ly on the equipment and supplies left on 
their web gear. They suffered greatly from 
frostbite and the cold, as snow, sleet and rain 
hampered their epic trek across Iraq. They 
made additional contact with Iraqi units dur¬ 
ing their escape, and at one time captured, of 
all things, a passing taxi for transportation. 

The team shot its way through several road¬ 
blocks and blocking forces lurking along 
their line of flight. 

One SAS team member suffered near-fatal hypothermia. 
He and the others, including Andy, were captured, most with¬ 
in 1 mile of the border. 

Then began another survival story, in which the SAS 
captives showed as much grit as any men could be expect¬ 
ed to have. 

For eight days, they were brutally tortured and beaten. 
Finally, they gave up, giving one cover story, then another, 
as the torture resulted in permanent damage to most of the 
captives. 

Their second cover story, however, held, and they were 
eventually returned home three weeks later, after the war 
with Iraq ended. 

The movie was filmed in South Africa, using authentic 
Soviet equipment and tactics such as were used against Andy 
and his seven buddies. 

What made the movie stand head-and-shoulders above 
even the other two recent great war movies, Black Hawk 
Down and We Were Soldiers , was that trained soldiers will 
recognize the training and tactics used in combat. None of 
the usual, “Let’s all stand up and attack at once, firing from 
the hip!” nonsense. 

When McNab’s troopers attacked, it was with men shoot¬ 
ing from fixed positions providing cover-fire as two of their 
comrades leap-frogged to take firing positions farther ahead. 


As soon as they were down and ready, the squad leader 
(Andy) would signal and another pair would jump up and 
attack while their buddies provided cover fire. 

When they rounded a corner or entered a new area, each 
man would take responsibility for his area of coverage. The 
highly trained, professional SAS men talked throughout the 
battles as the men advised of their status, of the enemy’s posi¬ 
tions and movements, and of the next move. 

When it was time to prepare for a new movement, the 
leader would signal for all to drop their magazines — while 
still under fire — to load fresh ones, so that all would be 
ready with full-capacities at the same time. 

The men fired on full-auto at times, but usually used 
“double taps,” semi-auto, to hit aimed targets; no “spray and 
pray” as is so often seen in movies, often called for by direc¬ 
tors who have never themselves seen infantry operations. 
Those with the machine guns (FN Minimis) fired short 
bursts. Controlled, aimed, semi-auto fire wins battles, all 
things being equal. 

In the usual Hollywood battles, both sides would run into 
each other with all soldiers firing full-auto from the hip. The 
good guys in those Hollywood misinterpretations of real com¬ 
bat would have the good guys killing 10 times 
as many as the bad guys, with no understand¬ 
ing of why U.S., Israeli, British and other high¬ 
ly trained soldiers really manage to take out so 
many more than the enemies of those coun¬ 
tries do. 

Bravo Two Zero clearly shows that tight, 
disciplined fire-and-maneuver tactics lead to 
those unbalanced kill-ratios. It is entirely 
believable to see SAS men shooting aimed-fire 
into groups of panicked and poorly trained 
bad guys who are firing wildly on full-auto. 

Andy McNab was the Technical Advisor dur¬ 
ing the shooting of Bravo Two Zero , and there is 
no doubt his presence made it authentic. 

Moviegoers, both veterans and nonvets, 
can easily see why trained soldiers with prac¬ 
ticed tactics can, and will, prevail against 
enemy units with superior numbers, lousy training and des¬ 
peration Russian tactics, which include nonaimed full-auto 
fire from their AKs as they advance. Those who have faced 
such tactics can confirm that soldiers who aim and fire 
weapons on semi-auto against Russian-trained soldiers will 
kill five to 10 times their number in each engagement. 

In fact, Andy was told later that his eight men accounted 
for more than 250 Iraqi casualties, a 30-1 ratio. Had the three 
SAS troopers who disappeared been counted as being 
alive/bodies not recovered, the ratio climbs to 80-1. 

Remember, many of those Iraqi losses were sustained by 
troops using armor for cover against eight SAS troopers who 
used only shoulder-fired weapons, and pistols, against can¬ 
nons and heavy machine guns! 

Bravo Two Zero , the video/movie, should stand with Black 
Hawk Down and We Were Soldiers as one of the three best 
combat movies since the Vietnam War. 

Rent it. If you are a soldier, buy it to replay for lessons on 
fighting, discipline, tactics, survival, improvisation, and 
resisting while captured. 

You won’t regret it — but you might if you do not learn the 
lessons the SAS has to offer. 

Dana Drenkowski is a U.S. Air Force Academy grad who 
flew F-4s and B-52s in Vietnam. ^ 
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THAT WON’T STOP 



by Major Bruce H. “Doc” Norton, USMC (Ret.) 
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< Aftermath of another FARC attack. Police crime scene investigator takes photo of murdered policeman. FARC utilized 
gas cylinder mortars as “prep ” fires in this recent attack. Out of a police barracks of 28 cops , 23 were killed. 



This is the first in a series of articles on current National 
Security Affairs . 


The Players 

he Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia 
(F.A.R.C.), with 20,000 fighters, the National 
Liberation Army (E.L.N.) with about 5,000 gunmen 
and the United Self Defense Forces (A.U.C.) with an 
estimated 14,000 soldiers are at war with the Colombian gov¬ 
ernment ... and so far, they are NOT losing. 

All three of these armed groups are on the U.S. list of 
International Terrorist Organizations (I.T.O.s) and yet, our 
State Department has even conducted secret negotiations 
with the F.A.R.C. in clear violation of a long-standing U.S. 
policy “NOT” to negotiate with terrorists. Confused? You 
should be. 

Our own diplomats were meeting with F.A.R.C. terrorists 
who today have kidnapped and murdered 12 American citi¬ 
zens. And Bill Clinton allowed it. 

One of the negotiators, State Department staffer Phil 
Chicola, was even being considered for a State Department 
Ambassadorship, until Congressmen Bob Barr (R.- Ga.), Dan 
Burton (R. - Ind.) and Ben Gilman (R. - N.Y.) got wind of it, 
and exposed the scam. Chicola’s nomination was killed by 
these three Congressional Republicans. 

“One of the big reasons the 
F.A.R.C. is so powerful today is 
because both the Pastrana gov¬ 
ernment and the fools in our 
State Department have ignored 
the criminal and terrorist threats 
F.A.R.C. has posed in the past 
decade. When we talk about 
intelligence failures, Colombia 
will be at the top of the list. 

When we talk about policy fail¬ 
ures, our so-called “diplomats” 
are responsible!” says a retired 
DEA Agent. 

Recent revelations on Capitol 
Hill show that the F.A.R.C. has 
been greatly aided by I.R.A. 
explosives experts. In the past 
few years the results have been 
very deadly, as evidenced by the 
brutal massacre and carnage in 
Bojaya, in May. Today, many of 
our diplomats in Washington, 

D.C. and in Bogota don’t want 
this embarrassing information 
on their incompetence to sur¬ 
face. “Now, these terrorists have 
the upper hand and the U.S. tax¬ 
payer is footing the bill!” says 
Rep. Barr. 

Colombia’s hard-line candi¬ 
date, Alvero Uribe, won the 
presidential election by a land¬ 


slide on 26 May 2002. But before that election took place, 
the violence exploded once again in this Andean nation. It’s 
a cycle of violence that is repeating itself every day and, 
unfortunately, ... with Uribe’s election it appears that it 
will only get worse. 

“Colombia is the most violent country in the Western 
Hemisphere and that violence is spreading into Venezuela, 
Panama, Brazil, Ecuador and Peru ... it’s a wound that just 
won’t stop bleeding,” says Congressman Bob Barr (four-term 
Republican of Georgia), who has visited the front lines of this 
Andean country. “The Colombian National Police have had 
over 5,000 cops killed fighting our drug war in the past 
decade and they’re fighting for their lives every day!” contin¬ 
ues Barr, who has actually gone on missions with our D.E.A. 
agents and these Colombian cops, and knows what he’s talk¬ 
ing about. 

In May, Colombian terrorists conducted dozens of well- 
coordinated attacks throughout the country, killing more 
than 500 people. In an assault on the northwest jungle town 
of Bojaya, 121 innocent civilians were killed (45 of whom 
were children) when a church was repeatedly bombed with 
crude, but effective, gas cylinder mortars. This clearly 
reminded the United States that Afghanistan, Pakistan, India 
and the Middle East weren’t the only conflicts to be watching. 
Consider that in the first six months of the year, more than 
2,000 Colombians were killed in the growing drug-fueled vio¬ 
lence (more than double the number killed in Israel during 
the same period ... with little notice by the world press.) 

Since January, more than 25% 
of the power and electricity in 
the country has been shut-off 
due to terrorist bombings. 
Terrorists assassinated the 
Bishop of Cali and a popular 
senator; they killed more than 
300 policemen and soldiers, 
took more than a dozen senators 
and congressmen hostage and 
murdered 19 mayors. Couple 
this with the growing disaster in 
Venezuela and we’ve got a 
regional explosion on our hands. 
And remember, the network 
news couldn’t get away from the 
Middle East to portray the disas¬ 
ter in our own backyard. 

Congressman Barr is the Vice 
Chairman of the powerful House 
Government Reform Committee, 
a Subcommittee Chairman on 
the Judiciary Committee and he 
has been a leader in the House 
Speakers Drug Task Force. Barr 
has been at the point of the spear 
of the international war on 
drugs, and what he’s seen in 
Colombia, both from the 
Pastrana government and from 
our own State Department, is not 
encouraging. With the election of 
the tough-talking Alvero Uribe, 


Congressman Bob Barr (R.-Ga.) and Lt. Col. Balthazar ; of 
the Colombian Antinarcotics Police in a remote jungle 
cocain lab. U.S. Embassy officials attempted to dissuade 
the lawmaker from visiting high-risk areas , but failed. 
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(left) R. Rand Beers, the State 
Department official who is responsi¬ 
ble for international law enforce¬ 
ment and counternarcotics matters. 
Beers, a Clinton-era appointee, is 
responsible for the already-failed 
policies in fighting drugs in 
Colombia and the Andean region. 

(right) Ambassador Anne Patterson 
has been in charge of the United 
States mission to Colombia since 
July 2000, when she was appointed 
by Bill Clinton. “The track record 
under her tenure has been absolute¬ 
ly disastrous, ” says a retired DEA 
agent who served in Bogota. 



and despite what the U.S. Embassy in Bogota says: An all-out 
war appears to be in Colombia’s future. 

Many think our State Department needs a wake-up call on 
Colombia. 

A Failed Plan - On Top Of A Failed Government 

In the past year and a half, the Bush Administration, 
already stuck with Clinton’s “Plan Colombia”, has nudged, 
pushed, pulled, and prodded the pathetically failed govern¬ 
ment of President Andres Pastrana to crack down on murder¬ 
ous narcoguerrillas, paramilitaries and narcotraffickers who 
are currently washing Colombia in it’s own blood. Most 
Colombians believe Andres Pastrana, a former television 
anchorman and sometime journalist, has been an excellent 
spinmeister but a total failure as a leader. The dreadful results 
with his so-called three year “peace process” confirm it. 

Unfortunately, the U.S. Embassy gave him billions in aid, 
but really didn’t expect him to do anyth big against drugs and 
terrorism. This is the biggest problem in the U.S. relation¬ 
ship with Colombia. “Our State Department is not reliable or 
accountable in the war on drugs 
in Colombia, and it’s because of 
the people at the U.S. Embassy 
who are assigned to carry out 
these duties ... but don’t! Let’s 
get them the hell out of the mili¬ 
tary assistance role, now,” says 
another retired DEA agent who 
had served in Bogota. 

With well over two billion dol¬ 
lars in the U.S. taxpayer’s invest¬ 
ment made in “Plan Colombia”, 
the Pastrana administration has 
been woefully short on action. 

Some U.S. lawmakers are calling 
it a total failure. 

Colombia today, with higher 
than 24% unemployment; the 
largest terrorist army in our 
hemisphere; bombs exploding 
everywhere; congressmen and 
senators held hostage and killed; 
and locked in the worst econom¬ 


ic recession in its history; needs help! “The Pastrana gang has 
absolutely nothing to brag about, except getting our money!” 
declares the DEA agent. 

However, on our side, with a “U.S. Embassy that can’t 
seem to get anything to work ... our taxpayer’s dollars have 
continued to go “south” ... both literally and figuratively,” 
says Congressman Barr. Many lawmakers on Capitol Hill 
think it’s time to take a closer look at what our policies are 
and what the U.S. Ambassador is really doing in Bogota. 

“With two million dollars of antinarcotics funds now 
“missing” from the Embassy, lets review the failed policies 
and take a look at the competency of these State Dept, 
employees,” continues Barr. Competency is a huge question 
here, particularly when these so-called antinarcotics assis¬ 
tance “EXPERTS” were “visa-stampers” just weeks before 
assigned to the U.S. Embassy in Bogota. 

The Director of the Office of International Narcotics and 
Law Enforcement: Rand Beers has been the man making the 
wasteful and short-sighted decisions on U.S. assistance to 
Colombia. He is a perfect example of how the Clinton White 

House looked at the drug war 
| and terrorism in Colombia. 

§ However, in the future, ignor- 
| ing the situation will be unavoid- 
! able when bodybags with U.S. 
I personnel return from Colom- 
-§ bia. “It Mill be too late, but per- 
haps Mr. Beers will have some 
answers ... then. These drug- 
funded terrorists have killed a 
dozen American citizens and 1 
think it’s high time that we take 
some terror ... to the terrorists!” 
declares the Georgia Republican. 

A Dozen Reasons Why 

On 25 March, it was revealed 
in a Washington Post article, by 
Robert D. Novak, that two 
more American citizens mur¬ 
dered by FARC terrorists in 
Cali, Colombia. This brings the 
toll of U.S. citizens murdered 



Colombian National Police arrested three Irish Nationals 
in Colombia in august 2001 and charged them with aiding 
the F.A.R.C. in it's terrorist campaign. U.S. and 
Colombian law enforcement experts expect this case to 
prove that these international terrorist organizations are 
in Colombia bigtime. 


so 
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by terrorists to 12, in just the past five years. 

Here are a dozen reasons why we should be at war with 
narcoterrorism in our own hemisphere. Our State Department 
has generally ignored it,” contends Retired Army Special 
Forces Reserve Major Andy Messing, of the Washington, D.C.- 
based National Defense Council Foundation (N.D.C.F.). Other 
startling facts revealed by the N.D.C.F. show that in the past 
decade, 77 Americans have been taken hostage by narcoguer¬ 
rillas in Colombia. Armed with these facts, Congressman Barr 
contends that, “This is terrorism just like what we saw on 9- 
11. The truth is, few Americans know about it, and the so- 
called “mainstream media” have ignored the fact that a dozen 
Americans have been murdered by Colombian terrorists with 
no U.S. response at all.” Our retired D.E.A. agent is adamant 
when he says, “This only invites more acts of terrorism by 
these bad actors on the estimated 30,000 Americans in 
Colombia today.” 

“Getting the bureaucrats in the State Department to fol¬ 
low through with what they promise Congress, is a real chal¬ 
lenge,” Barr continued. The State Department is still full of 
Clinton-era appointees who can’t seem to get the job done in 
getting assistance down-range or dealing with facts on 
Colombia, 

The emerging problem with accountability in the State 
Department reminds us of what happened in Vietnam in 
1964, and we all know how that turned out. 

Barr’s knowledge of the region and his personal relations 
with trusted Colombian officials, has at times, found him at 
odds with the so-called “experts” in the State Department. 
Barr, a former C.I.A. intelligence officer, has no illusions 
about the damage done by eight years of a Bill Clinton 
Administration on the war on drugs. (You will remember that 
Bob Barr was one of the Congressional leaders in the 
impeachment of Bill Clinton in 1999.) 

Trusted Allies 

Barr’s longtime good friend is General Rosso Jose Serrano, 
the legendary^ Colombian Cop who destroyed the Medellin 



Colombian National Police , DEA and ATF special agents in the 
northeastern city of Cucuta inspecting a large weapons shipment 
coming from Venezuela . The 140 M-16s came through Venezuela 
from Nicaragua. 

and Cali Drug cartels in the early 1990s. General Serrano 
was responsible for hunting down the notorious Medellin 
drug kingpin, Pablo Escobar, and bringing him to fmal justice 
on die rooftop of a Medellin safehouse. In recognition of 
these and other lesser known missions, Barr, along with 
Republican stalwarts, Dan Burton (R.- Ind.), Ben Gilman (R.- 
N.Y.), Mark Souder (R. - Ind.), Asa Hutchinson (R. - Ark.) 
(currently the Administrator of DEA), Cass Ballenger (R. - 
N.C.) and Speaker of the House, J. Dennis Hastert (R. - Ill.) 
have been staunch advocates of helping our DEA and our 
allies in Colombia. The long and close relationship between 
Congress and Gen.Serrano has been quietly fostered over the 
years by the DEA, especially during the Clinton years. It 

Continued on page 78 


On 14 February 1997, The N.D.C.F - Colombia Report 
was submitted to Congress by Major Andy Messing, USAR 
(Special Forces) (Ret.). It clearly predicted that American 
citizens would be targeted by these terrorists in the future. 
Among other issues it reported was that “four U.S. citizens 
were currently being held hostage and that these narco¬ 
guerrillas will kill their hostages.” Since that explosive 


report hit Congress, “The rest,”(sorry to say), “is history.” 
The State Dept, denounced the report and the then, U.S. 
Ambassador to Bogota, Myles Frechette, totally dismissed 
it. However, Messing’s report actually pushed the State 
Department to have these narcoguerrilla groups put on the 
list of International Terrorist Organizations in October 
1997, a full three years and 12 dead Americans after the 
first request by N.D.C.F. “The Clinton administration was 
asleep at the switch on Colombia,” contends Messing. 


Today, the report seems strangely prophetic! 

Unfortunately, it wasn’t until April of this year, that 
members of these I.T.O.s. have ever been indicted for kid¬ 
napping or killing Americans. “It took years and years to 
push the Clinton Justice and State Departments to finally 
recognize these obvious facts,” states Messing. In his 
March article, Robert D. Novak went on to emphasize that 
the murder of American citizens in Colombia 
has been treated with “secrecy and inattention” 
by the U.S. Ambassador in Bogota. Oddly 
enough, this highly inflammatory claim by 
Novak drew no response from the State 
Department or the U.S. Ambassador in Bogota. 
One now, has to ask “Why?” 

“The article was painfully accurate,” declares Maj. 
Messing. Now, Rep, Barr is demanding a Congressional 
hearing into drug-funded terrorism in Colombia and how it 
affects the United States. “We can only think that perhaps 
Mr. Rand Beers and Ambassador Patterson will become 
apologists for a terribly flawed Clinton-era policy on ter¬ 
rorism and drugs at that hearing; they’ll have plenty of 
company at the State Department covering their tracks,” 
stated our retired D.E.A. agent from Bogota, — B.H.N. 
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S By Mike Everyman 

| Phdtds Cdurtesy Authdr 


I woke up with a rat sitting on my 
left thigh. I jerked my knee 
upright and dimly saw his furry 
body flip into the air and arc off 
my bunk. I rolled out of my mos¬ 
quito net and swept with my 
Surefire G-2 light in my left hand, 
scanning for my friendly rat while 
holding my Mantrack 2 knife in my 
right. The previous night I had used 
the knife with great success, stabbing a 
hissing cockroach. I knew it was a 


“Hisser” because of the sound it made 
when I stuck it. 

After a cursory search around the 
mud hut, or pyute , as it’s known in 
Sudanese vernacular, I began to wonder 
whether the malaria medicine was 
causing me to have weird dreams. 
Nightmares are a well-known side 
effect of Mefloquine. As I lifted my 
mosquito net to get back in the rack, I 
hit it with a beam of light, and there 
was my buck-toothed, beady-eyed 


friend, the rat. After twitching his 
whiskers at me, he ran out of the net 
and up the mud wall. I checked my bag 
of rice to see if he had been plundering 
it and, sure enough, he had taken time 
out of his busy schedule to leave a few 
rat turds in it. This is typical late-night 
entertainment in New Sudan. 


SPLA troops pose with captured AA gun: As 
is typical in guerrilla wars, the enemy is 
often the most reliable source of supply: 
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Sgt. Myun, author’s trusted bodyguard/spotter, and author at quarters in instructor’s sec¬ 
tion at the War institute. Author holds Remington Tactical Carbine in 7.62x51. 


The next morning I staggered out of 
bed at 0600 when I heard Myun, my 
spotter and bodyguard, double-stamp 
his feet to announce his presence. This 
is the magic morning hour, when the 
mosquitoes bed-down for the day, and 
just before the flies take over the air¬ 
ways. There is no electricity or running 
water in New Sudan, and this is the tra¬ 
ditional time to use the “shit pit,” but 
the other members of the garrison will 
not use it until I have, as a gesture of 
respect, so I have to at least make a per¬ 
functory visit in order for the rest of the 
camp to begin their morning ablutions. 

We are near the town of Laso on the 
border of Congo and New Sudan, 
where the Institute of Strategic Studies 
is located. I am teaching the MSQ, or 
“Mantrack/Sniper Qualifying” course 
for SPLA (Sudanese Peoples Liberation 
Army) soldiers to earn the 
Mantrack/Sniper designation. There 
are more than 40 students in this class, 
hand-picked from the cream of Military 
Intelligence, and all of them will be 
instrumental in the coming offensives. 
Those who graduate this course, how¬ 
ever, will be the two- and four-man spe¬ 
cial operations teams who will be 
responsible for sniping, sabotage, 
assassination, and prisoner-snatch mis¬ 
sions. Some will work with me, and 
others will be sent to different com¬ 
mands. Although the course curricu¬ 
lum is the most grueling and demand¬ 
ing in the SPLA, this is a welcome 
break from the fighting for this highly 
experienced, highly motivated group of 
soldiers. On the average, each has 
more than eight years of combat expe¬ 
rience. Nearly all of them suffer from 
malaria. In New Sudan, about the only 


people who don’t have malaria are 
those afflicted with sickle-cell anemia. 
It is interesting to note that what we in 
the West consider to be key elements 
in the selection process for elite units, 
such as extreme food- and sleep-depri¬ 
vation, and seemingly endless forced- 
marches over rugged terrain, are sim¬ 
ply day-to-day conditions for the SPLA 
guerrilla. All members of this class are 
used to foraging and minimal rations, 
no food at all for days at a time, and up 
to three-day troop movements in com¬ 
bat, without sleep. 

Estranged, Divorce Pending 

New Sudan, although not interna¬ 
tionally recognized as a Sovereign 


Nation, is nevertheless independent 
from Islamic Sudan, with which it has 
been at war since the early 1980s. 
There have been only short periods of 
peace since the mid 1950s, making it 
the longest continuous war on the 
African Continent. New Sudan is pop¬ 
ulated primarily by Christians but 
also has a large minority population 
of Animists and Muslims, all of whom 
practice their religions openly and 
freely. Horror stories among the New 
Sudanese concerning atrocities visit¬ 
ed upon them by the NIF (National 
Islamic Front) are ubiquitous, and 
run the gamut of torture, rape, muti¬ 
lation and slavery. Although Sudan is 
the largest country in Africa and the 
war has claimed more than 2 million 
lives, the conflict remains little- 
known and often misunderstood in 
the United States. After the tragedy of 
11 September 2001, the American 
people are just now beginning to 
focus attention on Osama bin Laden’s 
old hometown, Khartoum, and its 
Islamic radicalism. 

Meanwhile, the war for Christian 
independence rages on in the south, 
and famine, filth and pandemic disease 
follow with it. Along the contested 
areas, the numbers of civilian amputees 
are huge, where Chinese Type 72 and 
Italian Y69 bounding fragmentation 
grenades have taken lives, limbs and 
innocence from the local children. 

In the town of Yei, I once met a 
pleasant Seventh Day Adventist 
Missionary who waxed effulgent about 
how much he and his wife loved it 



Marksmanship training, as part of the Mantrack Sniper Quaiification Course. 
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Their hit and run tactics have made 
them the most feared elements of the 
SPLA, and they have no illusions about 
their fate if captured, so surrender is 
never an option for them. 

Despicable Despots 

Islamic marauders from the north 
commit wholesale slaughter when they 
infiltrate into the south, sparing only 
those women and children that they 
take as slaves. The NIFs scorched-earth 
policy particularly applies to those 
areas around the oilfields in the south, 
where Khartoum hopes to purge the 
area of South Sudanese so that they 
may invite more oil companies in to 
increase petroleum production and 
thereby dramatically increase funding 
for the war against the SPLA and neigh¬ 
boring civilians. The current objectives 


there. I wanted to ask him if he were 
insane. When he asked me what I was 
doing there (I’m not usually openly 
armed in Yei) I didn’t think it was good 
op-sec to tell him I was there ito help 
kill Muslim soldiers, so I said I was 
just touring the countryside and 
moved on. Meanwhile, every SPLA sol¬ 
dier in town, which was two-thirds of 
the adult male population, knew exact¬ 
ly who I was and what I was doing 
there. An example of how out-of-touch 
the NGOs (Non-Governmental 
Organizations) usually are is that, 
although they intend only the best, 
they are apt to give out “food” without 
teaching anyone how to fish. 

Because Dragunovs, Enfields, and 
bolt-action sporting rifles are in short 
supply, we focus on marksmanship and 
ballistics of the AK47 and AKM, filling 
in the gaps with personal instruction 
on other sniper weapons systems as 
they become available. Compared to 
his Western counterpart, the SPLA 
mantrack/sniper is considerably 
behind in marksmanship, due to a 
paucity of quality sniper weapons and 
match-grade ammunition for training 
purposes. Not surprisingly, however, 
he excels in both field-craft and tactics, 
areas where he spends proportionately 
greater amounts of time in training. 
Because candidates are hand-picked 
from among the SPLA soldiers with the 
most outstanding combat records, he 
is, of course, highly experienced in 
real-world ops. 

Although their enemy is much better 
equipped, kill ratios are very high for 
the SPLA in general but particularly so 
for the MSTs (Mantrack-Sniper Teams). 


Midnight church service prior to early morning recce 5 miles from the front line, near 
enemy-held Juba. 


UXO courtesy of Antonovs that fly out of Juba: When Juba is liberated, then the bombers 
will have to fly from Khartoum with a 40-minute — as opposed to four-hour — window 
over the target. 


for the MSTs are currently threefold: to 
protect the civilian population around 
the oil fields by making the environ¬ 
ment untenable for the occupying NIF, 
to provide special operations-support 
for the growing offensive to the east, 
and to destroy select targets and key 
individuals on the western front, near 
Juba, which is where my teams and I 
are headed, after the training module is 
completed. 

Juba, in particular, is a highly desir¬ 
able target for the SPLA for numerous 
reasons. Khartoum’s Antonov bombers 
fly out of Juba to rain terror on the 
South Sudanese. When they fly out of 
Juba, they have a four-hour time win¬ 
dow to select targets and drop their 
deadly payload. Once Juba is liberated, 
the Antonovs will have to fly out of 
Khartoum, which leaves them with 
only a 40-minute time window. That’s 
far from perfect, but it would be a big 
improvement. In 1992, a coup attempt 
to liberate Juba was made by the SPLA 
and numerous local NIF soldiers and 
commanders, who had defected to the 
SPLA. Unfortunately, the attempt failed 
because word of the coup was leaked to 
the NIF. Thus, the Islamic fundamental¬ 
ist still hold the city today Immediately 
after the 1992 coup attempt, the NIF 
set up so called “Ghost Houses’’ which 
are centers for interrogation, torture 
and execution. Many SPLA soldiers lost 
family members during the ensuing 
weeks and months. The “Ghost 
Houses” are still up and running, and 
the NIF never seem to have a shortage 
of victims to fill them. 

Sudan’s militant Islamic regime has 
been host to a veritable “who’s who” of 
terrorism. Most notable in this rogues 
gallery is Osama bin Laden, who was a 
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Nothing is quite as good for morale as a captured tank, such as this former-Soviet T-55. 
One problem is, everybody wants a ride on it. 


lant day for the students and myself, it 
is also bittersweet in some ways. Many 
of this latest crop of Mantrack/Snipers 
will inevitably not survive the next few 
weeks of the upcoming major offensive. 
Some I will never see or hear from 
again. Others I will hear stories about, 
from other areas of the front as they 
trickle back. Still others, those within 
my own command, I may see die. As it 
is, they will have precious little time to 
recover before deploying, and the ardu¬ 
ous training module takes its toll phys¬ 
ically (much of the training regimen 
would be outright illegal in the 
American military — it would be con¬ 
sidered too cruel and dangerous). 

Myun, my trusted Spotter/ 
Bodyguard, is 26 years old. He has 
been a soldier for 11 years and, like 
most SPLA soldiers, he never had any 
formal schooling, and never really had 
a childhood. He is literate because he 
was taught how to read by Christian 
missionaries. He is periodically racked 
with headaches, fever and chills from 
malaria, but he suffers stoically, 
whether laying up in ambush, on a 
forced-march, taking his turn tracking, 
or in the heat of battle, shrugging it off 
and saying there is simply no other 
choice. Like any other Mantrack/ 
Sniper, he can be deployed with only a 
rifle and knife, and successfully com¬ 
plete a mission by foraging off the land 
when necessary, and is able to endure 
almost indescribable hardship without 
ever wavering from his mission. These 
are soldiers that any true warrior 
would be proud to fight with, and, if 
necessary, die along side of. As chief 
advisor for the Mantrack/Sniper 
Teams, I am constantly amazed by the 
courage, tenacity, and selflessness of 
these truly “elite” soldiers, and proud 
to be associated with them. As we pre¬ 
pare to deploy in anticipa¬ 
tion of a major offensive, I 
can only hope and pray 
that we have done enough 
to prepare them for the 
fighting that lies ahead. I 
have great confidence in 
their training, and in their 
ability to put it to practi¬ 
cal use, but the winds of 
fate can be fickle, especial¬ 
ly in war. 


Mike Everyman is a 
world-traveling freedom 
fighter who likes puppies 

and svelte women — and 
Bringing food to troops in Lainya, then on to the front lines near Juba, hates tyrants , terrorists 
Major James is in foreground. and mimes. ^ 


aggressively, from the armed forces of 
the UK, the United States and some 
other select groups. Second and first 
group members usually keep very busy. 
Third group members are often part- 
time, while fourth group members are 
the vital contributors, who give funds, 
and even more important, set up and 
maintain “profit centers” which help 
fund efforts. A typical first group mem¬ 
ber would have an IQ over 120, be a 
non-drinker with no tattoos, and a pen¬ 
chant for languages. [Note: SOF 
Magazine is not in a position to provide 
points of contact for “KM”.] 

The MSQ requires seemingly end¬ 
less hours of classroom instruction, 
followed by nerve-wracking patrols 
into hostile “contested” areas and real- 
life operations. Because the war rages 
on around us, skills are honed and 
tested in the real world, rather than 
simulated training scenarios. Even in 
training, the operational tempo is very 
high in the SPLA. 

Although graduation day is a jubi¬ 


guest of the Sudanese government from 
1991 until 1996. Due in part to bin 
Laden’s close friendship with the 
nations “Islamic Ideologue,” Hassan al- 
Turabi, he was able to increase his 
wealth and holdings substantially dur¬ 
ing his years in Sudan, profiting greatly 
from civil engineering contracts that he 
was able to secure; building roads 
bridges, etc., and even being paid for 
some projects that were never even 
begun, let alone finished. According to 
SPLA intelligence, bin Laden’s al-Qaeda 
has also been funded substantially from 
Sudan’s gum-Arabic industry. Red 
Chinese, North Korean, and Iraqi mer¬ 
cenaries have been killed and captured 
in New Sudan, along with Libyan regu¬ 
lars and a panoply of volunteers from 
other Muslim nations. 


Lafayette Lives 

While I am Chief Advisor for 
“Special Operations Training and 
Actions” to the SPLA, the majority of 
my pay comes from KM, a mercenary 
organization to which I 
belong. The SPLA is a poor 
guerrilla army, fighting in 
rags with little funding to 
spare for anything except 
food and ammunition. KM 
is more of a fraternity than a 
company; not concerned 
with profit but with ideals, 
fighting for the forgotten, or 
so-called “orphan” causes, 
and fighting against advo¬ 
cates and practitioners of 
terrorism, oppression, and 
slaver} 7 . Because KM is 
small in numbers, it is 
selective and membership is 
by invitation. KM recruits 
quietly, but sometimes very 
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THE MODERN 

SCOURGE of 

SEX SLAVERY 


PART III 


Mideast Sex-Slave Traffickers Find 
Ready Market Fueled By Oil 

by Dr. Martin Brass 


T he region’s traditional cultural tolerance of slavery, 
combined with exorbitant Middle Eastern oil wealth 
since the mid-1970s, playing out against the rampant 
poverty and havoc wreaked by numerous wars, have 
turned the Middle East into an obscene meat market for sex 
slaves. Most of the victims of slavery are lost forever, unable 
to cry out for help behind the impenetrable walls erected in 
the most secretive region in the world. 

The Westernized country of Israel, and to some extent 
Lebanon, are surrounded by a largely medieval 
region that is entombed in antiquated philoso¬ 
phy and shrouded in mystery. Tel Aviv, 

Jerusalem, and Beirut, products of modernity, 
are extensions of the Western World, while 
Egypt, the Gulf and other surrounding states 
pride themselves in maintaining the integrity 
of historical tradition. Throughout the Middle 
East, magnificent pyramids and palaces, the ancient church¬ 
es and mosques remind of the power, glory and grandeur of 
the Syrian, Egyptian, Ottoman and other former empires, 
where questioning human bondage was an invitation to exe¬ 
cution. 

A stroll along the mystical Nile on a sweltering evening 
still evokes images of an exotic Egyptian Princess and her 
slaves or the King’s concubines rustling in the shadowing bul¬ 
rushes, fearfully securing the veiled basket of a sleeping 
infant. The ancient tradition of concubines and slaves has 
been transformed into modern-day trafficking of sex slaves. 
In most Middle East countries, sex slaves, whether Asian, 
African, Latin, or European, are trapped in the tradition of 


harems, clandestine brothels and slave markets; the cultural 
substitute for nightclubs, discos and massage parlors. 

The sex-slave trade in the Middle East highlights the great 
dichotomy between Israel and its neighbors. In most of the 
Middle East, the rich culture and tradition, as well as the 
remnants of centuries of intolerance or tragedy, remain veiled 
behind regimes of dictatorial tyrants, overly protective mon- 
archs, or fanatical Islamic clerics. While activists are openly 
battling the problem in the democratic Israel, the neighbor¬ 


ing Islamic countries rebuke any interference. Although the 
attempts to expose the atrocities differ dramatically between 
Israel and the rest of the Middle East, the underlying abuse 
by authorities and organized crime is equally prevalent in 
both arenas. 

The Gateway To The Middle East 

Lebanon, once grandiosely considered the “Paris” of the 
Middle East, stood alone as a modern land of freedom, fash¬ 
ion, multiculturalism, multi-ethnicity and tolerance in a cli¬ 
mate of medieval backwardness. 

The unfathomable poverty in the cities and villages, with 
children dressed in rags, mounds of watermelon in the mid- 


_ 


There are five child-trading rings in and around 
Murshidabad in West Bengal, which operate by 
trafficking children to Mecca, say local police. 
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die of the roads, tiny baskets of apples being sold by some 
peasant, and squalor in refugee camps echo the past violence 
of repeated war and the ongoing, unresolved conflict in 
Palestine. By the end of the 17-year civil war in Lebanon, 
crime syndicates had become firmly rooted in the lawless¬ 
ness of civil chaos. The tradition of modernity, including 
sexual freedom, night clubs, tourist beaches, strip joints and 
other manifestations of Westernization offered a ideal forum 
for the trafficking of African, Asian and European sex slaves. 
Lebanon’s uncontrolled corruption set the stage for orga¬ 
nized crime to operate freely. 

Lebanon’s renewed post-civil war mercantilism opened 
the ports to the purchase of women and children, exposing 
them to rape, physical assault, nonpayment of salaries and 
debt bondage, according to the NGO Trafficking in Migrants. 

“There is a trafficking problem through and into 
Lebanon,” Reuters cites Mrs. Robinson, former UN 
Commissioner for Human Rights. Scores of women are being 
trafficked for prostitution in clubs and cabarets in Beirut and 
neighboring seaside strips. 

Sixty-seven Ethiopian women were sent home in coffins in 
the last three years from Arab countries, the main destination 
of trafficked Ethiopian women. Ethiopian agents collaborate 
with their Arab peers and expat Ethiopians living in Lebanon 
to recruit relatives or friends from back home, with the 
promise of high paying jobs or marriage. 


hunger; subjection to beatings; no wages; parts of body 
seared in boiling oil by wives of employers; grilled with hot 
irons; thrown out of high-rise windows; harassed by the 
police; and robbed of bodily organs while still alive; many 
ending in suicide,” said Stop Traffic, a non-governmental 
organization designed to address the problem. 

Stop Traffic made a desperate plea to save one young slave 
sentenced to death in Bahrain in 2000. The execution was to 
proceed without an investigation or fair trial. After being 
mentally and sexually abused and brutally beaten for months 
from her enslavement at the age of 18 until she was 20, the 
slave killed her female employer, a Filipino woman. I was 
unable to find out the fate of the girl, but, as the organization 
pointed out, her case was highlighted to expose the fate of 
one who is among thousands of slaves in the Gulf States risk¬ 
ing the same fate. 

The phenomenon of abuse of these slaves by women, 
whether wives, recruiters, or Moslem radicals, results from 
the jealousies bred in a culture of concubines and sex slaves 
and preconceived notions of “infidels,” “adulterers” and “for¬ 
nicators.” On the one hand, sex is a veiled issue and sexual 
abuse of minors, including child marriages and rape, is often 
legal. For example, in some Islamic cultures, if a woman is 
raped, a marriage proposal by the assailant gets him off the 
hook. On the other hand, execution is often the penalty for 
sexual indiscretions. Consequently, as End Child Prostitution 


Wholesale Abuse 

Asian, Eastern European, African and other women who 
have “flooded” into the rich Arab states face “exposure to 


Young Hungarian male prostitute negotiates with client: Once 
European kids are " recruited " for Middle Eastern slave trade, 
however ; such free-enterprise options are gone. 



SEPTEMBER BOOB ^ SOLDIER OF FORTUNE • WWW.SOfmag.CDm 


57 






In Asia (ECPAT) says, child prostitution and child pornogra¬ 
phy are either conducted deeply underground in specific rent¬ 
ed apartments and through personal contacts. Due to the lack 
of openness in the monarchies and dictatorships of the 
Middle East, it is impossible to separate the trafficking of 
men, women and children into separate categories, whether 
domestic, sexual or otherwise. Non-governmental organiza¬ 
tions warn that the draconian laws in place in closed societies 
subject any trafficked person to summary judgments, false 
accusations of prostitution, torture, and executions. 

SadaanTs Ministry Df Death 

Ten years of the most comprehensive multilateral sanc¬ 


tions designed to take down Saddam have left him empow¬ 
ered, while devastating the economy and population of Iraq, 
resulting in extreme poverty, malnutrition, and misery. Many 
women and children, both male and female have been caught 
in the web of human trafficking in order to support them¬ 
selves or their families. Most of those that end up in the sex 
trade either die of disease or are executed by fellow Iraqis. 

“The execution area, the hadiqa (garden) is located near 
the women’s prison. The hadiqa is an open area with a sand¬ 
bank covered by an awning” where prisoners are machine- 
gunned or otherwise executed. The Guardian reports that 30 
prostitutes were summarily beheaded in 2000. 

Orders detailing gruesome methods of execution are 
signed-off by Saddam’s family or close advisers. On the 
eighth floor of the Ministry of Interior’s main building in 
Baghdad is the judgment den. “None of the normal lifts in the 
building stop at the eight floor. This is only accessible by its 
own special lift.” A former minister, Watban Ibrahim al 
Hassan, was said to have “had every execution videoed. 
Copies of the videos were kept in a vault in Hassan’s office on 
the second floor of the ministry,” Stop-Traffic reports. 

Ironically, it was The General Union of Iraqi Women, a 
group of sadistic women either bound up by archaic beliefs 
or anxious to please, who informed authorities of the 
women’s prostitution. In another witch-hunt, 50 prostitutes, 
men and women, were publicly beheaded in Iraq by swords 
and their heads were hung on the door of their homes. Some 
women, it is believed, are accused of prostitution without 
merit. The government denies all reports. The story of Iraq is 
murky and sketchy and incomplete, as the walls built around 
the society by Saddam Hussein are practically impenetrable. 

The incestuous II.S. Relationship With The Saudis 

“It is an open secret in Washington that the State 
Department has been extremely sensitive to criticism of its 
actions regarding Saudi Arabia and its princes.” Sauduction, 
the non-governmental agency monitoring Washington-Saudi 
relations, points out that it “became aware of non-parental 
child abductions by Saudi princes when a U.S. citizen 
enslaved and tortured by King Fahd’s nephews was told by a 


guard in their palace prison that the last person to inhabit his 
cell was a “U.S. girl child whore slave.” 

The Saudi princes dehumanize child sex slaves by calling 
them whores so as not to come into conflict with Saudi laws, 
Sauduction said. Saudi princes “special order” children 
through a photo in a medium or give a description of a child. 
The child is “snatched” in the U.S. and smuggled to Saudi 
Arabia. In other instances, pimps representing Saudis find 
victims in malls, fast food establishments, clubs, arcades, bus 
stations and other hangouts. Procurers recruiting girls or boys 
through ads for secretarial or modeling positions send videos 
of their victims to Saudi princes. If the prince is interested, he 
may request the drugged children be taken to his plane and 


then flown to Saudi Arabia. Allegedly, the privileged Saudi 
princes are allowed to circumvent customs and immigrations. 
Sauduction believes that the sex slaves are dumped into the 
Rub’ al Khali desert so they will not talk once the owner has 
gotten bored with them. Reports are that girls and boys along 
the Cote d’Azur and the French coast have had Saudi princes 
trying to entice them into their planes or boats for “a ride.” 
Saudi Princes contract “special order” requests from Brazil, 
London, Paris, and in Scandinavia the princes get “their fair¬ 
haired children from immigrant procurers.” 

Privileged, Perverted Petroleum Princes 

“We have been told by a reliable source within the 
Justice Department that the number of disappeared girls 
between the ages of 11- and 14-years-old is drastically 
under-counted for fear of causing alarm among U.S. par¬ 
ents. ... We do know that there are U.S. sex slaves in Saudi 
Arabia,” Saudition said. 

On a nationally syndicated television show, the agency 
writes, a guest “soap opera” star recalled how “some nice¬ 
speaking Arab guys called and invited me to a big party at a 
Miami penthouse. It was like a palace inside. There were 
actresses and models everywhere ... .” A cook apparently 
warned the girls that the Saudi prince who owned the den 
had his people slip drugs into girls’ drinks and then took 
them to a helicopter on the roof. “He said he never saw any 
of them again,” she said. The cook used his service key to let 
some girls take a locked elevator downstairs. When the girls 
and their parents inquired, they were told that no such mat¬ 
ter had ever been reported. Saudi princes often receive diplo¬ 
matic immunity from the State Department, Sauduction said. 

The princes have financed and owned modeling and 
escort agencies in the U.S. and Europe to “insure top-quality 
merchandise and cut out the middle men.” Life Magazine , 
Saudition reports, wrote of a former Miss USA, Shannon 
Marketic, who claimed she was imprisoned after answering 
an ad for a modeling job paying $3,000 per day. She claimed 
that she was escorted to a room where she felt drowsy and 
passed out. She awoke to find her clothes rearranged, then 
tried to leave but was forbidden. After her escape, she filed a 
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Saudi princes "special order" children through a photo in a medium or give a 
description of a child. The child is "snatched" in the U.S. and smuggled to Saudi 
Arabia. In other instances, pimps representing Saudis find victims in malls, fast- 
food establishments, clubs, arcades, bus stations and other hangouts. 
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suit charging princes with multiple allegations. 

The Saudi Arabian sex-slave trade has shifted from Africa 
to encompass the globe. African slaves are “declared subhu¬ 
man so they can be sold without violation of the Koran — 
[slaves] are told the way to Paradise lies beneath the foot of 
their master.” Saudition reports that already by the end of 
the 1950s there were an estimated 500,000 to 700,000 
slaves in Saudi Arabia. The “high-end buyers,” some mem¬ 
bers of the Saudi family, deny any involvement in the slav¬ 
ery that concentrates in the Gulf states, and rebuff any inter¬ 
national scrutiny. 

It is important to note that many of the “models,” “girl¬ 
friends,” or “escorts” willingly accompany the Saudis and 
claim no abuse. 

In another hypocritical move, the Thai government, which 
allows its country to boast of the most widespread sex-traf¬ 
ficking, demanded a crack-down on a prostitution ring in 
Saudi Arabia into which Thai women are trafficked, accord¬ 
ing to The Nation. 

Suna, a notorious female Thai trafficker, forced her victims 
to make rounds in a compartment below a truck’s undercar¬ 
riage in the scorching sun, dragging the girls from one con¬ 
struction site to another offering their sexual services to 
migrant workers. Under death threats, they were forced to 


share a 12x15-foot room with seven other girls, one of whom 
was Suna’s sister. Each girl had to service four to 10 customers 
a day. Suna would earn about 200 to 800 riyals per visit. The 
girls were given “free” room and board in exchange. 

Pilgrimage Df Prostitution To Mecca 

The journal Kompas reports that Pakistan is the transit 
point for girls brought in from Far East Asia and Bangladesh 
before being smuggled into the Gulf States. Auctions of girls 
are arranged for three kinds of buyers: rich visiting Arabs 
including sheiks, businessmen and state-financed medical 
and university students, says Women Issues Network. 
Pakistani women are trafficked to India, and through India 
they are trafficked to Saudi Arabia and other destinations. 
The country has become a recruiting ground for Pakistani 
and Afghan girls as young as 13 who are taken to the United 
Arab Emirates and Saudi Arabia. 

“Dubai, United Arab Emirates, is where girls from various 
countries, including Eastern Europe and Russia, end up,” a 
Crime chief told the Friday Times. The Times reporter con¬ 
firmed that five-star hotels in Dubai had discotheques that 
were “teeming with girls.” There are five child-trading rings 
in and around Murshidabad, in West Bengal, which operate 
by trafficking children to Mecca, say local police. 

The U.S. state department reports that hundreds of 
Indonesian women are trafficked as prostitutes to Saudi 
Arabian and that citizens of Kenya were trafficked to Saudi 
Arabia under the guise of employment opportunities. 

Little girls and women trafficked to the Sultanate of Oman 


from Bangladesh, Pakistan and Nepal may be sold for between 
$3,000 and $10,000, Reuters reports. The girls are drugged 
and locked up, to be used by their new owner at his whim. 
When the client is bored or the girls become ill, he abandons 
her and leaves her to die. The client moves on to another girl. 
The average life span for the girls is approximately two years. 

In Iran the existence of prostitution is officially unmen¬ 
tionable. ECPAT reports that there was an arrest of a former 
Iranian revolutionary tribunal and other officials in connec¬ 
tion with a prostitution ring involving underage girls. The 
state-controlled paper Ressalat reported that due to extreme 
poverty Khorassan citizens sell their girls for as little as $33 
and in the impoverished province of Sistan-Baluchistan, 
girls eight- to 10-years-old are sold by their drug-addicted 
parents for $4. According to the penal code, a nine-year-old 
girl can be punished as an adult by flogging, execution and 
even stoning. Numerous children have been executed, in 
many cases without being officially charged or even having 
their identities established. 

Poverty, Prostitution And Punishment 

Tens of thousands of women have been subjected to cruel 
torture and execution. Revolutionary Guards have fired a sin¬ 
gle bullet into the womb of women political prisoners, 


including hundreds of pregnant ones, leaving them to bleed 
to death in a slow process of excruciating pain. Many 
defenseless women prisoners are held in “residential quar¬ 
ters” in prisons, where the guards systematically rape them. 

“It is appalling. Never has prostitution been so rampant. 
But everything is done behind the veil,” Mahin, a 47-year old 
female Iranian jurist purged by the mullahs , told Helen Kami, 
journalist for File magazine in January 1997. 

“Prostitutes regularly roam Gandhi Street in north 
Tehran. At 5 p.m., we go to Istanbuli Street, also in north 
Tehran. The cab drivers, looking for wealthy or foreign 
patrons, are driving slowly. In exchange for only $1 (500 
Tomans ), they can provide you with girls, alcoholic bever¬ 
ages, heroin and hashish.” 

At least seven individuals have been stoned to death in 
public since Khatami’s election. The penalty for fornication, 
under articles 100 and 102 of the penal code, is only flogging 
for the unmarried male offender, but stoning to death for the 
unmarried female offender. Adulterers may be stoned to 
death, irrespective of their gender, but a man is buried up to 
his waist, and a woman up to her neck. 

Three women and three men were stoned to death in pub¬ 
lic in Khazar Abad after a court found them guilty of adultery 
and prostitution under Iran’s Islamic laws. The stoning was 
carried out by local citizens in public, in Khazar Abad, near 
the Caspian Sea. 

An international lawyer .; Dr. Martin Brass is a frequent con¬ 
tributor to SOF. ^ 


"We have been told by a reliable source within the Justice Department that the 
number of disappeared girls between the ages of 11- and 14-years old is drastically 
under-counted for fear of causing alarm among U.S. parents.... We do know that 
there are U.S. sex slaves in Saudi Arabia " Saudition said. 
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MEN & WOMEN! 

Train at home for an exciting part 
or full-time career as a Private 
Detective. Start your own agency 
or work for others. Learn all the 
latest techniques from the 
experts. Taught by former mili¬ 
tary intelligence specialists, 
police and private detectives. 
The only course ol ifs kind, the 
unique Global School of 
Investigation program will make 
you a PRIVATE DETECTIVE. 



LEARHTHE SECRET! 
id mahiig money 
WITHOUT a lice nse 
or Etfiicrie race, 
me biggesl, mesl 
amazing home 
slmls course eior 
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become a Private 
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GUARANTEED! 
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#1 WORLD SUPPLIER 
P.A.I. BODY ARMOR 


New Mfg. 


MADE 

NIJ Certified 


IN 

U.S. Gov. 

J mm ■ ; 

THE 

Approved 

lV [ ' 

U.S.A. 


SILVERMANS 

2 Harford 5 trust Mila End 
London El 4 PS England 
Toll +44 20 7 7 AO(> li 0 O 
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H 1-888-33 PVT EVE 
ESI 413-584-2140 


SCHOOL Of INVE STIGATION 


COMPLETE LINE OF 
CONCEALABLE VESTS 

STARTING AT 

$249.95 & UP 
W/ FREE TRAUMA 
PLATE 

AND TACTICAL VESTS 

STARTING AT 

$375.00 & UP 

Also Available Level III & IV 
Steel & Ceramic Plates 

Inter-American 
Security Products, Inc. 

E-Mail: interam@gate.net 
Shop online: www.interamer.com 


TOLL FREE / FREE CATALOG 

1-888-299-9750 

I 

FREE BROCHURE 


All the camo in the world 
won’t mask the sound 
of a twig snapping 
under a 
boot... 
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Sillier Greek 

INDUSTRIES 

A Sound Advantage 

Wide range of sound amplifiers for hunting 
& surveillance 

1 - 800 - 533-3277 

P.O. Box 1988 Manitowoc, Wl 54221 

www.silvercreekindustries.com 


Record telephone conversations in your office or 
home. Starts automatically when phone is 
answered, records both sides of phone conversa¬ 
tion. Recorder stops when phone is hung up. 
$99.95 + $7 shipping. For telephone listening 
device separately $19.95 + $2 ship. 

VERY POWERFUL FM TRANSMITTER 

Transmits to any FM 
\ radio up to 1/2 mi. 

tWL \ Easy to assembje kit - 

\ up to 9V (not Incl.) 
^ -s. $29.95 + $2 sh. 


| For comprehensive 50 page catalog of Micro Video, 
VHF transmitters, Surveillance and Counter¬ 
surveillance and much more! Send $3.00. 

CALL 321-725-1000 

USI CORP 

P.O. Box SF2052 Melbourne, FL 32902 

COD'S OK 
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HANDMADE 

KNIVES 


"Arkansas Knifesmith 

Excellence Since 1970^ 


^signer & Maker 
p 1 First Blood & 
Stm bo Knives 


Tan to 


We Accept 


2721 S. Arkansas Ave. 
Russellville, AR 72802 
501-968-2011 • FAX: 501-968-4640 

www.llleknives.com 
email: knives@lileknives.com 


HANDMADE 

KNIVES 


FREE 

WHOLESALE 

CATALOG 


"Arkansas Knifesmith 

Excellence Since 1970^ 


Ibslgner & Maker 
p 1 First Blood & 
am bo Knives 


Tan to 


We Accept 


2721 S. Arkansas Ave. 
Russellville, AR 72802 
501-968-2011 • FAX: 501-968-4640 

www.lileknives.com 
email: knives@lileknives.com 


Total Value: $322.95 
You Save: $72.96 


Name 


Street 


Name. 


Phone 


HUNDREDS 

DAILY! 


Larry Anderson 
President 


For free catalog and more information 

877-569-5556 

sales@jungletoy.com 


Need NEW ID? 


it ER102 PACKAGE 


Only 

$249.99 


N0WY0UCANGET... 


ID by MAIL 


* One ICSMP5 A2 Electric AEG with 
ZKJnca Hi-Cap Magazine (ER102) 
(Battery and Charger Included) 

* One Extra Hi-Cap Mag. (ER101-MAG) 

* One Clip Connector (UGP004) 

* One bag of 0.20G 2000rds BB(BA203) 


MOVING? 


New!!! 


# GR005-L85 A1 Bullpup, GAS Rifle 
(Please call us for details, Thank you.) 


PLACE LABEL HIERI 


GR005- $185.99 
AIR TANK INCLUDED 


City/State/Zip 


jungle 7c^ 


mail Id: SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Magazine 
P.0. Box 340. Mount Morris, IL 61054-9984 


fe&M BE 


EQUA BOLIN 


CAPITALIZE 


HORMONALE THERAPY 


20 SOURCES-FULLY ILLUSTRATED 

• Birth and Baptismal Certificates 

• Drivers Licenses (blank)—50 States 

• Blank Social Security Cards 

• College Degrees—Bachelors, MA, PhD 

• High School Diplomas, also GED 

• Photo ID Cards—all 50 States 

• “Professional” ID Cards—over 200 Styles 

• Job Reference Kits, Past W-2 Forms 

• Foreign & Camouflage Passports 

• Police/Military ID and Patches 

• Photographer ID, Press Credentials 

• Embossing Seals, Rubber Stamps 

• “Do-It-Yourself” ID Kits 

• Secured MasterCard at 2X Deposit 
ALL-NEW 64-PG. BOOK! 


ID by MAIL 


$ 24.95 


Cash, Check, Money Order, 
Visa/MC accepted, No CODs 

EDEN PRESS 

Box 8410-AD 
Fountain Valley, CA 92728 

I j Latest Book Catalog FREE 


POLICE/MILITARY 
EQUIPMENT 


Originally 

Equa-Bolin now available 
for humans, .Dimi'-iiijjii'u 1 

This stacked Testosterone, GH 
recovery cycle could enhance 


It can 
Pay HUGE 
Profits! 


BATONS 


BODY ARMOR 


Elevated hormonal 
levels will drastically Increase 
your body's ability to create 
lean muscle mass. Get that 
ripped body builder physique 
with EQUA-BOLIN 


Crime Prevention is a 
Multi-million Dollar Business! 
OUR DEVICES SELL LIKE CRAZY! 


HANDCUFFS 


• METAL DETECTORS 


We carry the best line of security sprays, stun guns, 
personal sound alarms, burglar alarms and much more. 
We specialize in offering the best security products at 
the very best wholesale prices. 

We can meet or beat any price on the market. 


MINE DETECTORS 


OPTICS 


NIGHT VISION 


10% Pepper Sprays 


4 oz. 
Fogger 


SPY EQUIPMENT 


BOMB BLANKETS 


TG ORDER BY CREDIT CARD 
OR C.O.D. CALL TOLL FREE i-ann-Bfis^nao 


Key Chain Sprayer 

Rasa' $19.95 
Sampiu $4.25 


BOMB SUITS 


Electronic Stun Guns 


• FIRE GEAR 


100% Money Back Guarantee. 


-nr fedftlr j > i.vnel. r.'jnr-.i SO * B‘.< “■ 
S*H ■ -vi'.: . OU- 

Buy 2 boms 3rd tiom 

67,98 tor three bottles shipping inct.-( 6 week 

tore 

City* 

I State, Zip:__ 

• Phone:! j . 


I Security Plus® 
• 100,000 Volt 
j Straight or 
ri Curved 

£ Retail $69.95 
W Sample $22.25 


Security 

Plus® 

500,000 Volt 
Curved Only 

Retail $139.95 
Sample $49.95 


[ Security Plus® &DD.000 Volt Baiun 

J Retail $129.95 
1 Sample $49.95 


HELMETS 


• TEAR GAS 


• STUN GUNS 


And much, 
much more... 


CALL OR WRITE TODAY 


We are committed to your success. 
Crime does not wait, will you? 


L.A. LAW ENFORCERS 

1107 Tic-ton Dr. > Yakima, WA 98902 

{509) 457-9033 • Webs lie: Is I aweFifereers.com 


Tamiami International 
Equipment, Inc. 

13615 S. Dixie Hwy. Suite 456 
Miami, FL 33176-7254 
Ph.: 305-235-8777 • Fax: 305-235-0603 
E-Mail: tamiami@gate.net 
Stwp online: www.tamiamiarmor.com 
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Classified marketplace 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE CLASSIFIEDS GET RESULTS! Start getting your results at only $3 per word per 
insertion, $60 minimum. Prepay two months for 10% discount; six months for 20% discount; or 12 months for 30% off. 
Repeat your same ad in another section for half price. “Dingbats” (✓,#,■ ), bold words (other than first 3-4): 
$5.00/each extra. Computer word count of grammatically correct copy. EXAMPLE: PO Box 693 = 3 words; 80306 and 
303-449-3750, etc. each = 1 word; abbreviations such as Dl, SGT, 20mm = 1 word. No ads accepted by telephone. 
Ad copy must be typed. Include authorizing signature, mailing address, telephone or fax number (for our files). Mail 
classified ads with payment (check, wire transfer, money order or Visa/MC) to SOF, Attn: Classified Dept., 5735 
Arapahoe Ave., Suite A-5, Boulder, CO 80303. Phone: 303-449-3750 ext. 300; fax: 303-444-5617; e-mail: tcham- 
bers19@home.com. NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS: We reserve the right to refuse any ad for any reason and to delete 
or change any copy that we consider objectionable, false or in poor taste. It is our policy not to accept advertisements 
for personal services, including ‘will do anything’ or ‘go anywhere’ type ads. Advertisers offering information packets 
for a fee must send sample (non-returnable). 


You Served with Honor. Now 
Share the Experience with 
Family and Friends. 


Visit Our Online gallery at 

www.USMilitaryArt.com 




DRIVER'S LICENSE 


sospempehtJ 1 

LEARN HOW YOU CAN GET A LEGAL 
DRIVER'S LICENSE FAST AND EASY. 

NEW AND UNIQUE METHOD WORKS 
EVERYTIME REGARDLESS OF YOUR 
PAST RECORD. 100% GUARANTEED. 
F.OR.SOME VEBYREV.EAUNGJNEQBMATIONI 
QUALITY RESEARCH, DEPT. SI 
P.O. BOX 192, LINCOLN PARK,MICHIGAN 48146 


A UTO REPOSSESSION 


The book the banking industry doesn't 
want you to read!! Repossessions are up 
40% in 2002. Keep your car and get paid 
by "Megabank",too! Make thousands of 
$$ by playing both sides of the street. The 
banks have gotten rich using these meth¬ 
ods, why shouldn't you? Forinside info 
send $ 4.50 To: 

Forward Progress 
3277 Roswell Rd 
Atlanta, GA 30305 




BOOKS ft PUBUCATIOOS 


WHO KILLED KENNEDY? Government assas¬ 
sination conspiracy exposed. Videocassettes, 
manuscripts, photographs, books. Catalog: 
$3.00. COLLECTOR’S ARCHIVES; Box 2, 
Beaconsfield, Quebec H9W 5T6 CANADA. 



BLACK JACKET 

PfUNTED LEFT CHEST AND FULL BACK WHITE PRINT 


$ 69 . 


90 


SIZES; M,UL 
ADD 5.00 FOR XXL, 
ORXXXL 


ADD 15.95 
FOR SHIPPING 
AND HANDUNG 


i mm- 


S.O.S. 

P.O.Box 2205 
Carmichael, Ca 95609 

A Now 1 to 3 iveelrs 
for delivery 
US. Priority Mali 


HOW SIX PERFECT MURDERS WERE COM¬ 
MITTED and how they were solved. Boasting 
cost freedom. More info, e-mail 
inventor3@lvcm.com . 

s.o.p.’s surv7val operating PROCED- 

URES HANDBOOK. Be prepared. Plan your 
survival. 93 pages. Send $12 check or M.O. 
to: G.l. Enterprises, PO Box 892, Cadillac, Ml 
49601 


BRITISH/SCOTTISH REGIMENTAL 
INSIGNIA & ACCESSORIES ETC 


i SAS 
• RAF 


> PARA 
* GUARDS 


• ROYAL MARINES 

• BLACK WATCH ETC 



ILLUSTRATED IMPORT CATALOG $8.00 

BRITISH REGALIA IMPORTS 

Department 6, P.O. Box 14 

Pegram, TN 37143-0014 



1-877-SPY-CONN 
(1-877-779-2666) 


• Complete Covert 
Equipment Headquarters 

• Hidden Video & Audio 

• Infidelity Lab Testing 

• Self-Defense Products 


www.spycountry.com 


SWITCHBLADE KNIVES 

www.theswitchblade.Gim 


“A PIED CLOAK” British Special Force oper¬ 
ations against Somali Bandits both in Kenya 
and Somalia and Mau Mau in Kenya 1953-64. 
Some close hand-to-hand excitement. Available 
from: USA, Barnes & Noble $15.95. UK: Janus- 
publishlng.co.uk £10.50 and Amazon.co.uk. 
SA: Covosdaybooks.co.za R115 

FREEDOM THROUGH PREPAREDNESS. 

Quarterly survival newsletter, life membership 
and more. First issue free. One year $10.00. 
LFI, Box 375, Dolton, IL 60419-9998. 
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Do your Patriotic Duty Today, and 1 
Blow Bin Laden Away! These targets S 
are 17” x 22" made of heavy duty poster board 1 
.these targets are perfect for target pactice 
then framing. Dial in that scope and whack the 
Al-Qa’da leader .Ready for immediate ship¬ 
ping! 4 for $10.00 or 8 for $16.00 plus $3.00 
for shipping and Handling. These are the same 
targets that were featured at the Twin Lake 
Gun Club Bin Laden Shoot! (As seen on TV). 


howto_ Part 1 - How to Change Your Identity and 

Erase Bad Credit is a 56 page instruction 
/ manual which contains examples and step by 
/ step i nstruc ti Qris on completing the process. 

\ / You will learn how to counterfeit birth certifi- 

VSA.* / cates and other documents in order to obtain 

legitimate ID, social security cards, driver 
» / _ licenses, etc. Written by James J. Dooiin, who 

had three separate identities and provided new 
/ identities for illegal aliens from 1993-1997. 

/ u Part 2 - If you have bad credit and are unable 

to rent an apartment, buy a car, or get a loan 
chances are this book can help you. Denise 
Scott explains how to falsify e ‘release letter 1 from a collection agency so 
that you may send to the credit bureau showing that you have paid for any 
delinquent accounts or charge-offs which may appear on your credit report 
without you actually having to pay for the account. It takes about 30 days 
for the credit bureau to update your report once the information is received. 
Example release letters are included. This book is sold for ‘entertainment’ 
purposes only. The author does not encourage illegal acts. 

How to Change your Identity and Erase Bad Credit. 

$25.00 + $3.50 Shipping and Handling 
Send Check Or Money Order TO: Hannibal Press 
1934 E. Apple Ave., PMB-299, Muskegon, Ml. 49442 


Built to last 

Buy mm 
Factory^ 6 ** 
Direct 

SAVE ON SELECT SIZES 

America's #1 Arch-Type Manufacturer 25X34 * 30X45 
20 Year Warranty rnv iu 

Easy Financing Available 4QA50 • SOX1 1O 

Easy Do-It-Yourself Construction 
Free 16 Page Brochure 


BBBCATIBB 







HUSH 




[fiTwIWnBi] 

|i Swill 


MENTION YOU SAW 
OUR AD IN SOF AND 
GET FREE SHIPPING 


□ C01 Press ID □ C68 Fugitive Recovery 

□ C04 Bounty Hunter □ C72 Special Agent 

□ CIO Concealed Weapons □ Cl31 Int’l Drivers Lie, 

□ C11 Private Investigator □ Cl 33 Federal Security 

□ Cl 3 Special Investigator □ Cl 40 Network Admin. 

□ Cl 7 Inti Drivers Permit □ Cl 42 Terrorism Specialist 


1 □ C31 Travel Agent 
I □ C34 Personal ID 


□ C143 Webmaster 

□ C201 Bail Bondsman 




| □ C51 Special Operations □ C203 Bail Enf. Agent 
- □ C60 MAC-V (CIA) □ C211 Security Enf. 


NIC LAW ENFORCEMENT SUPPLY - SOF 

500 Flournoy Lucas Rd. Bid #3 * Shreveport, LA 71106 

■ Orders (888) 642-0007 • Cust Serv. (318) 688-1805 

Fax (318) 688-1367 

■ Name:_ 

' Address:_ 

I City/State/Zip:_ 

I Credit Card:_ 

I 80 PAGE COLOR CATALOG S3.00 OR FREE WITH FIRST ORDER. 

www.nles.com 


Call Today 1 800 526-1110 


COMPLETE SOF MAGAZINE COLLECTION 

from beginning through 2001. E-mail for details. 
Best offer. SERVICEGUY600@aol.com 


HOCK HOCHHEIM’S HAND, STICK, KNIFE, 

Gun Combat Training and CLOSE QUARTER 
COMBAT MAGAZINE. Also Seminars; Videos; 
Books; Manuals. Equipment. 706-866-2656. 

WWW.HocksCQC. com _ 

BE ABLE TO DEFEND YOURSELF against 
anyone in less than 5 days. Regardless of 
your current condition or age. Learn what 
martial arts masters know with “Secrets of the 
Masters Self-Defense Guide.” Send ck/mo for 
$14.95 to: WCRB, Dept 1, PO Box 7450, 
Arlington, VA, 22207. 


TERMPAPER ASSISTANCE. 19,278 topics 
available! Catalog on CD-ROM - rush $2.00. 
Research, 11270 Washington Blvd., Dept. EX, 
Culver City, CA 90230. TOLL-FREE HOTLINE: 
800-351-0222 or www.sf.research- 
assistance.com. 


Assault Wave Productions 


j www.assaultwaveproductions.com l 


Custom made Ghillie Suits, 
Dyed & Rolled Burlap, 
Netting, Camoflauge and 
Accessories. 

www.assaultwaveproductions.com 

BIS-257-9174 


ALMOST FREE DOCUMENTS. High School, 
Diplomas, College Etc... No Bull! All 
Documents $15.00. Catalog $5.00. Dana L., 
RIGHT TRACK REF., 777 Bateswood Dr. #220, 
Houston, TX 77079 


FREE HACKER CATALOG! 300 

Underground Plans, New I.D., Money Making 
Plans, Mobile Magnetic Stripe Readers & 
Writers. T.I.C., P.O. Box 876-SF, Hurst, TX 
76053. www.theinformationcenter.com 


Kniues-BAvoneTs 


FREE KNIFE CATALOG - Steele Arms car¬ 
ries military, survival, and tactical knives, histor¬ 
ical reproductions, and fantasy knives and 
swords. Call toll-free: 1-866-515-0320. 




FS BOOK COMPANY 

P.O. BOX 417457, DEPT. SF 
SACRAMENTO, CA 95841-7457 
Free Shipping! Fast Service! 

Secrets of a Super Hacker........S20 

Counterfeit I.D. Made Easy.$16 

I.D. By Mail: 20 Sources Fully Illustrated....$25 

Privacy, How to Get It, How to Enjoy It.$18 

New I.D. in America, by Anonymous.$18 

The Anarchist Cookbook.$30 

Your Revenge is in the Mail.$13 

Get Even, Complete Book of Dirty Ticks.$20 

Screw the.! Divorce Tactics for Men.......$20 

How To Buy Land Cheap..___ 

The Revenge EhcytiopudJa...,....525 

How to Gel Anythin g On Any body*..._.-.S4D 

The Whole Spy Catalog'...S45 

How to Avoid a Drunk Driving Conviction-,$15 

Personal Defense WB8pan&...u.u._.,. S-12 

The Paper Trip III Master Guide to New ID..S23 
Home Workshop Professional lock Tocls.522 

The Complete Guide to Lock Picking..,$15 

The Poor Men's James Bond Vol. tft*..$35 

The Poor Men's James Bond Vol. #2\._ $35 

Poor Man’s James Bond H, CD-Rom.....$55 

Drink as Much as You Want/ Live Longer...$15 
Granddad’s WondDritii Book / Chemistry 1 ..545 
Who Are Yog ?£ncy eloped WPer serial !-Di F .,S45 

How to Start Your Own Country,-,,.,^.,,,-,.$13 

Do-lt YourBeir Medicine.-$20 

Credit The Cutting EdgG*... u . kU . u . M ,. u . u . k .. L ...S25 
Credit Secrets, How to Erase Bad Crcdil....£l8 
IDentity, Privacy, And Personal Freedam\..$4fl 
The Modern Identity Changer. -52A 

The Big Book of Secret Hiding Places.,..£17 

21st Century Revenge.$15 idantlly Tbalt.,.515 

Reborn in The USA.$16 GasHgbriFig.,.„.Si^ 

Satellite Surveillance,.Censored._..,.55^ 

Recreational Drugs.......525 Ur-lne Trouble.S20 

They're Watching YouL.$13 Scram.. M .. u ... B ^13 
Our Vanishing Privaoy.513 Armed Defense.£17 
THE COMPLETE FS BOOK CATAL0G™.™..$2 

PRICES INCLUDE FREE SHIPPING! 

WE SPECIALIZE IN DRUG 

EDUCATION BOOKS 
MANY TITLES WE GANT LIST! 
For Air Mail Delivery (USA) Add $3 
Per Book And Allow 3-5 Days For 
Delivery. Surface Mail Is Free In The 
USA, Allow 2-3 Weeks For Delivery. 
Orders Are Processed Within 24hrs. 
Canada Add $5, Europe Add $10, 
Pacific Rim Add $15, Per Book 
For Air Mail Delivery. 
^Because Of Weight, Double The 
Shipping Rate On Books Marked (*) 
Books are sold to adults only for 
educational purposes in accordance 
with The First Amendment of the 
Constitution.There Is A S3 Pro. Fee 
On Credit Card Orders And Orders 
Under $15. All Orders Are Shipped 
In A Plain Box Or Package. 

All Orders Are Confidential! 

http://www.fsbookco.com 
SECURE SHOPPING CART 
FAX 1-916-771-4201 
Worldwide 1-916-771-4204 
Customer Service 1-916-771-4203 
Credit Card Orders 1-600-635-8983 
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SNEAKY BASTARDS COVERT OUTFITTERS 

The Premier Professional Equipment Supplier of 
Surveillance and Counter Intelligence Equipment. 
Bulletproof Products, Operations Gear, Wireless 
Audio and Video, Remote Monitoring, Personnel 
and Vehicle Tracking, Night Vision, Books and 
Videos and more... __ 

Visit us online: www.sneakybastards.com 
Order toll-free: 1 (877) 763-2592 


Totally internal 
laser sights 



Sli 800-LASER-03 


www.lasermax-inc.com 


Be a DETECTIVE 

Explore a secret world! Fascinating 
new career.Experience a new 
adventure every day. 

Dynamic home study course. 

Diploma, Badge. State approved. 

FREE DETECTIVE CAREER INFO. W 

{1-800-742-9007 Dept. 301 _ 

www.detectivetraining.com 




LET THE GOVERNMENT PAY for your new or 
existing home. Hundreds of programs. 
(www.usgovemmentinformation.com) Free 
recorded message: (707) 448-3210. (8KW5) 

REtTre” IN THE ORIENT. Affordable" living/ 
incredible nightlife. FREE BROCHURE. DHP, 
Inc., 6433 Topanga Canyon Bl. #205, Canoga 
Park, CA 91303. 818-888-2021. 


■ Did this get your attention? How about • 
and ✓ ? These are dingbats — add them to 
your classified ad for only $5 each! 


50,000 MAPS: Topographic, Tactical Quads, 
Travel, Political, Vietnam, Nevis, Roswell, 
Anyplace! 7700 Air Photos. Catalog $4.00 
(refundable). MONARCH, Box 14490-SF 
Phoenix, AZ 85063. 



CUTTING EDGE OF PERSONAL SECURITY, 

pepper sprays, stun guns, tasers, knives, more! 
Also video and surveillance equipment. Free 
catalogs. Visit: www.arcticselfdefense.com/sof 


PROTECT YOURSELF AGAINST ASSAULT! 

Mace, tasers, stun guns, more! Also hidden 
cameras and surveillance equipment. Free 
online catalog. Keystonesafetysecurity.com 


spyoutlet.com\ 


Your direct source for 
Surveillance/Countersurveillance 
Electronic Devices 
Mini spy pinhole cameras 

• hidden video • wireless video 
• vehicle tracking • bug detectors 

• phone tap detectors • voice 
changer • 12 hour telephone tape 

recorder $125 00 • locksmithing 
tools * disappearing ink pens 
• and more 


for Catalog sehd $5 w> TO: 

SPY OUTLET 

2468 Niagara Falls Blvd 
TOMffjMDA MY 14150 (716| 695-8660 

NUDISM LIFESTYLE: 

FAMILY RECREATION 

Sample Video $24, Mag. $10 
Catalog $3 
LIFESTYLES-SF 

Box 661268, Los Angeles, CA 90066 



ESPIONAGE UNLIMITED: Your one stop shop 
for surveillance, counter surveillance, privacy, 
new ID’s and new identity, asset protection, 
covert weapons, investigations, and more. 
(802) 864-0951. www.espionage-store.com 



TRAINING - SPETSNAZ BASE - MOSCOW 

One full week, shooting Russian military arms, 
tactics, combat survival training. Contact Elite 
Forces, Box 5034, Genova, 16154 ITALY 
www.blkfmagazine.com 

SUPERIOR TRAINING for Professionals! 
Maritime Security, Executive Protection, 
Counter-Intelligence, Corporate Investigations, 
Tactical Firearms, Business Intelligence, 
Technical Surveillance. P.O.S.T. Approved! 
Enterprising Securities (770) 723-1683 or 
www.enterprisingsecurities.com 



FOR ONLY $25/month you can list your 
Website or Internet URL + 10 words right 
here. (No additional discounts apply.) 
This is a great way to get out the word on 
your site! 

DEFENSE TECHNOLOGY, COUNTER- 

TERRORISM issues, homeland security 
& intelligence. Subscribe. 

www.homelandsecuritynews.net 

GUNS: .44 MAGNUM FLAMES, recoils, 
fires loud 9mm blanks. Full size, steel. No 
license required. $119.00 with 50 rounds. 
www.maxsell.com 


Need NEW ID O 

CREDIT-PRIVACY • 


Our Books Help You Get • New identity • Credit • New SSN | 

• ID by mail • College degrees • Better jobs • Credit repair 

• Cash businesses • “Free Money” www.edenpress.com 
FREE PRIVACY CATALOG: 1-800-338-8484 

EDEN PRESS • Box 8410-AB • Fountain Valley, CA 92728 


FREEDOM OODRTRY 



20 big acres in WESTERN MONTANA, starting at 
$19,950.00. Trout fishing, backpacking, camping, Elk, 
deer, moose, bear. ADJACENT to National Forest, near 
established towns. Yellowstone and Glacier National Parks 
nearby. GUARANTEED ACCESS, INSURED TITLE, 
WARRANTY DEED. FREE color brochure, photos, maps. 
FULL MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE 
“Video Available” 

CALL TOLL-FREE 1-800-592-5990 
TREASURE STATE RANCHES 

210 Milwaukee Street, Dept. S 
Deer Lodge, Montana 59722 — (406) B46-1000 


www.usmilitaryart.com You served with 
honor; now preserve the memories. 

✓ LALFS PASSAGE. Vietnam veteran lib¬ 
erates Burmese beauty from Thai brothel. 
www.wonderfull.com 

WWW.4SECRET.COM For SHORT or SHY 
MEN who’d like to date beautiful women. 
1-800-4-SECRET Ext. 1 

WWW.THESWITCHBLADE.COM — 

Beyond the Cutting Edge 

WWW.PROTECTIONSPECIALIST.COM. 

We provide Personal Protection Services, 
Antiterrorist Detection and Private 
Investigations. 

FREEDOM PRODUCTS - passports, drivers 
licenses, anonymous debit cards, much more. 
www.expatworld.org 

GUNS: 1911 COLT .45 AUTOMATIC fires loud 
8mm blanks. Full size, steel, wood grips. 
$119.00 with 50 rounds, www.maxsell.com 

• THE ULTIMATE IN PATRIOTIC T-SHIRTS! 

www.heathconner.com 

LOW COST SURVIVAL FOOD! Visit 

www.natureiswonderful.com Great value! 
Books, videos, more! 

WWW.SILVER-INVESTOR.COM The world’s 
best site for Silver information. Toll Free 877- 
610-9962 

www.SecondAmendment.net News, essays, 
and practical advice for ordinary people on 
RKBA. 

“ALWAYS LISTENING” www.pennycircus.net 

COMPLETElD INFORMATION. Guide to inter- 
net ID sites, www.idfreakz.com 

GET AN ANONYMOUS ADDRESS. No ID 

needed. Mail Forwarded Weekly, www.world- 
widemaildrop.com 

GUNS: BRIGADIER .45 AUTOMATIC. Full 
size, steel, fires 9mmPA blanks. No license 
required. $149.00 with 50 rounds and holster. 
www.maxsell.com 

UHF WIRELESS MICROPHONE. Crystal- 
Controlled Kit. www.Micro-transmitter.com 
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Survival Training Center 

Basic, Small Arms, NBC. Extended 
courses including Sniper & Special OPS. 
Also Anti-Terrorist & Private Training. 
Contact: MERC Entp. 

P.O. Box 633 
Toast, NC 27049 
Or call Sarg at 336/320-3958 


LOST DOCUMENTS REPLACED 


SEND $2.00 for 12-PAGE CATALOG 
MILITARY AWARDS / CERTIFICATES / MEDALS 
UNIVERSITY / COLLEGE / HIGH SCHOOL 
FOR ENTERTAINMENT & COLLECTORS 

Couch Potato Publishing 

443 FOX RUN DRIVE, BLUE RIDGE, GA 30513 


BUSHPILOT WINGS 

BADGE QUALITY - CORROSION FREE RHODIUM 
Send $9.95 to: BUSHPILOT 

P.O. Box 211296 
Bedford, TX 76095-8296 
Catalog with purchase — Allow 4-6 weeks 
http://www.bushwings.com 


American 

Bodyguard 

ASSOCIATION 

7915 S. Emerson Ave., Suite 396 
IntiUanapotis, iri 46237 ' 
1-800-220-4876 
WWW.ainericjnllOdy9uWll.Org 


20,000+ MILITARY FIELD & TECHNICAL 
MANUALS - CD-ROM or printed. 
www.CHQsoftware.com 

The truth shall set you free: cyanews.com 

FIND OUT ANYTHING ABOUT ANYONE 

Information is power. www.global- 
infosearch.com 

BUCKSHOT’S CAMP. Survival Snares, 
Videos, Firestarters, Books, LED flashlights, 
Gill nets, www.buckshotscamp.com 

FUGITIVE RECOVERY AGENT BADGES, T- 

shirts, Raid jackets, ball caps, ID cards, batons, 
handcuffs, bodyarmor. Discount prices. 
www.maxsell.com 

UHF WIRELESS MICROPHONE. Crystal-Con- 
trolled Kit. www.Micro-transmitter.com 

NETWORKERS GROUND FLOOR 

Opportunity. Big money part-time at home. 
www.legacyusa.com/superiorhealth 


U.S. GOVERNMENT LAND 


w 


a 


Federally owned land currently available in AK, AZ, AR, CA, 
CO, ID, MT, NV, NM, OR, UTWA, WY for $2.50 per acre. 
U.S. citizens entitled to purchase up to 160 acres per| 
person. For complete information package including maps, 
telephone helpline, filing forms, etc. send $20 check or money 
order to: FEDERAL LAND CO., Dept L, Box 21598, 
Washington, DC 20009. (Note: this is not homestead-1 
ing - lands are sold outright.) MONEYBACK GUARANTEE! 


■ NEW MAGAZINE ON SURVIVAL. Visit 
online survival magazine, www.modernsur- 
vival.net, from Jim Benson, former editor of 
American Survival Guide Magazine. 

USAF SPECIAL OPERATIONS and Air Rescue 
unit insignia for sale, www.aircommando.com 

RANGER ARMS Specializing in tactical gear, 
military equipment, firearms and firearms 
accessories, www.rangerarms.com 

HIGH CAPACITY CLIPS, GRIPS & thousands 
of related shooting products, www.gunacces- 
sories.com 


PRIVATEEYE 


[Have a life of intrigue , 
excitement, adventure!| 
Learn from the REAL 
experts: 

Investigation • Surveillance • Skiptracing 
Start Your Own Business 
State Approved • Diploma Awarded 

Free Brochure! 

Call Or Write 



( 310 ) 657-6333 


United States Academy 
of Private Investigation 
P.O. Box 2133 (SF) 
Beverly Hills, CA 90213 


VISIT OUR SPY SHOP 

“On The World Wide Web” 

www.spytechagency.com 
“On The Sunset Strip” 
8519-8521 W. Sunset Blvd. 

West Hollywood, CA 90069 
- Web Site Features - 
PI Agency • PI Academy • Spy Shop 
Online over 2500 investigation - surveillance 
countermeasure products, books & videos!! 


BAGWELL 

Combat Knives Without Compromise 



903-926-7208 

P.O. Box 144, Woodlawn, TX 75694 


AUTHENTIC U.S. GOVT. ISSUE Army/Navy 
Surplus. Best prices - Online catalog www. 
americanarmynavy.com Phone 1-888-592- 
8014 

✓ SOLDIER OF FORTUNE BACK ISSUES 

are going fast! Use the easy-order shopping 
cart at www.sofmag.com. 

NIGHT VISION WEAPON SCOPES. Giant 
Binoculars, Spotting Scopes, Rangefinders, 
Rifle scopes, www.americansupply.net 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE www.militarykit.com or 
www.britisharmykit.com 
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by J.D. Cash 


Photos courtesy Premier Broadcasting & Publishing Company, Ltd. 


^ 1 ^ he meltdown at the FBI, INS and CIA over 9/11 is 
long overdue. Thousands may have died because a few 
I well-paid bureaucrats failed this country, miserably. 

JL To provide effective oversight of these agencies, 
Congress should also delve into the FBTs $85-million investiga¬ 
tion of the Oklahoma City bombing. 

At no time in the government's presentation of evidence in 
the Timothy McVeigh or Terry Nichols trials were plausible 
explanations offered to refute the accounts provided by exceed¬ 
ingly credible eyewitnesses, who claimed — and remain stead¬ 
fast — that others were involved. 

During the Nichols' trial, we learned the FBI generated more 
than 1,000 latent prints, but never ran them in their computer 
to see who was with McVeigh in his cars and motel rooms and 
at the Ryder truck rental on 17 April 1995. 

What reporters and others did learn in Denver only high¬ 
lighted the weaknesses in the FBTs investigation. 

Jury forewoman Niki Deutchman summoned her courage, 
though. After a i( gag order” on jurors was removed, she walked 
to a nearby park filled with reporters and spoke honestly. “The 
government dropped the ball. ...I think there are other people 
out there, and decisions were made early on that Tim McVeigh 
and Terry Nichols were who they were looking for; and the same 
sort of resources were not used to try to find out who else might 
be involved.” 

Months later, even Judge Matsch questioned the FBI investi¬ 
gation. During a sentencing hearing for Nichols, Matsch asked 
government prosecutor, Larry Mackey, to keep FBI agents on 
the case, because, “There are many unanswered questions sur¬ 
rounding all this.” 

Connecting The Dots 

Last year, I filed a number of Freedom of Information Act 
(FOIA) requests to various agencies of the federal govern¬ 
ment and Open Record Act requests to the state of Oklahoma 
to learn what hadn’t been revealed about the Oklahoma City 
bombing case. I found plenty. 

In an August 1996 memorandum obtained from the FBI 
marked “Director of the FBI to the Philadelphia office”: The 
FBI admitted it had a videotape with statements referring to 


a plot to commit a “massacre” at a federal building. The tape 
was made by terrorists — only weeks before the holocaust 
that visited Oklahoma City. 

According to the FBI memo, the statements were made by 
a bank robbery gang called the Aryan Republican Army 
(ARA). ARA members received paramilitary training at 
Elohim City, an offbeat Christian Identity camp in 
Oklahoma, linked to McVeigh. 

Two of the men in the tape are Peter Kevin Langan and 
Richard Lee Guthrie, Jr. (deceased) — leaders of a cell of rev¬ 
olutionaries that operated from a “safe house” in Pittsburg, 
Kansas, at the time of the bombing. 

Langan had been pulled out of jail in Georgia by the Secret 
Service in 1993 and put to work to infiltrate the Aryan 
Nation and find old friend, Richard Guthrie. The SS pos¬ 
sessed intelligence that Guthrie was plotting to assassinate 
top political figures. But Langan, the son of a Vietnam-era 
CIA officer, decided to double-cross the agency and “fall off 
the end of the earth.” 

Ditching his SS handler, Langan hooked-up with Guthrie 
— a Navy SEAL dropout with EOD training and penchants 
for genocide and race-based revolution. The two headed for 
Elohim City in search of recruits. 

Referring to the smoking-gun admissions made in January 
of 1995, the memo advises: (Note: The FBI made all redac¬ 
tions before they released this material.) 

“Langan pointed to a poster which contains the ARA ‘Hit 
List’ that included pictures of Attorney General Janet Reno, 
FBI Director Louis Freeh, President William Clinton and 
Senator Howard Metzenbaum and stated that those pictured 
have already had death sentences passed against them or 
have been banished by military tribunal. Langan makes ref¬ 
erence in the video to his ‘Serb Brothers’ and their battle for 
ethnic cleansing. Later in the video, the other three ARA 
members, Guthrie, (additional names redacted) all wearing 
Halloween masks, can be seen in the background while 
Langan asks the viewers to work for revolution and to adhere 
to the program of Christian Identity. At another point in the 
video, Langan asks the other members if they are ready for 
the ‘Courthouse Massacre.’ One answers in the affirmative 
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and displays a semi-automatic handgun and says there will 
be many congressmen and judges there.” 

A copy of the video confirms the FBI memo. Near the end 
of the videotape, Langan is with three men, all wearing dis¬ 
guises. Langan turns to his comrades and says: “Do you want 
to join ‘Unit T at the courthouse massacre?” 

Guthrie, wearing a Halloween mask, pulls out a pistol and 
hand grenade, then says, “Oh, yes! There’s going to be a big 
party down there, judges and congressmen. We’re trying to 
get a war started.” 

Langan responds: “And don’t forget your cake!” 

Mr. Guthrie told the FBI that, in the fall of 1994, he drove 
to Pennsylvania and met with Mark Thomas, the head of the 
Aryan Nations — Eastern Command. The purpose of the 
Thomas meeting was to get permission from the Aryan 
Nation to form an additional cell. Presumably, this is the so- 
called “Unit 7.” 

On 2 May 1995, the FBI obtained an affidavit from 
Jennifer McVeigh. Timothy McVeigh’s sister admitted her 
brother was involved in robbing banks and that she “laun¬ 
dered” some of the stolen cash. 

Two years later, when ARA leader Mark Thomas was 
arrested for a role in the bank robbery scheme, he acknowl¬ 
edged at a press conference that a member of the ARA, Kevin 
McCarthy, assisted McVeigh in the bombing. Two weeks 
later, a prosecutor in Philadelphia said Thomas received a 
deal from the government and recanted that statement. 

Later, Thomas’ girlfriend met with the FBI. In separate 
interviews, she warned that Mark Thomas told her in late 
1994, that his gang would bomb a federal building as payback 
for Waco. She also said Thomas was at Elohim City the week 



Dressed in TAC team gear ; OHP Trooper Lieutenant BUI Hughes left 
crime scene only 11 minutes (at 9:13 AM) after blast. Hughes was 
OHP’s “top gun” and head of the firearm academy at this time. 
Cars on fire behind the trooper confirm the time on his watch is 
accurate. By 9:25 AM those fires were out. Hughes’ duty station is 
20 minutes from scene. Documents received under State Open- 
Records Act confirm an OHP TAC team was brought to Oklahoma 
City for surveillance duty on Monday , before the blast. They may 
have seen too much. According to OHP Dispatch logs, all members 
of the OHP were placed under a “gag order” by the FBI on the 
afternoon of the blast. 


before the bombing. 

Referring to Richard Butler’s Aryan Nation organization, 
once headquartered at Hayden Lake, Idaho, the Director’s 
Memo states: “Cell members collectively committed 22 
armed robberies from November 1992 to December 1995, 
netting approximately $250,000. Investigation has deter¬ 
mined that the proceeds of these robberies have provided 
funding for white extremists including the ARA, as well as, 
for (name redacted) and his supremacist organization. ... It is 
believed based on investigation conducted to date, that funds 
may have been passed to the Aryan Nations Church of Jesus 
Christ Christian, Hayden Lake, Idaho.” 

Assessing the chilling evidence, the memo summarizes 
the Bureau’s plan: “The violent acts perpetrated by the ARA, 
as well as the rhetoric, comply with the four required cir¬ 
cumstances described in the Attorney General’s guidelines 
for the initiation of a DS/T (Domestic Security/Terrorism) 
investigation. The four circumstances are as follows: 1) The 
magnitude of the threatened harm, i.e., political 
Assassination, Genocide, Bombings, Bank and Armored Car 
Robberies; 2) The likelihood it will occur, i.e., violent acts 
advocated by members of the ARA have occurred on a con¬ 
sistent basis over the past decade. This pattern, coupled 
with the comments and views of the group’s leadership, tend 
to assure a continuance of these types of actions to attain 
their political goals; 3) The immediacy of the threat, i.e., the 
Aryan Nations is an organization whose members have his¬ 
torically been involved in criminal activity aimed at the vio¬ 
lent overthrow of the U.S. Government; 4) The danger to 
privacy and free expression, i.e., members of the ARA have 
prepared a video encouraging other white supremacists to 
join cells for the commission of assassinations and other 
criminal acts and have committed violent acts in furtherance 
of their desire to violently overthrow the U.S. Government. 
Based on their criminal patterns of activity, it is inherent 
upon the FBI to continue its investigation into their activi¬ 
ties, funding and associations.” 

Two of the young men in the ARA videotape were Scott 
Stedeford and Kevin McCarthy, young Philadelphia skin¬ 
heads recruited by Mark Thomas into the Aryan Nation and 
sent to Elohim City for terrorist training. Their roommate at 
Elohim City was paramilitary guru Andreas Carl Strassmeir 
aka “Andy the German.” 

After making the video, ARA gang members drove to Ari¬ 
zona. The same week the ARA arrived at a campground near 
Flagstaff, McVeigh rented a motel in Kingman, then retrieved 
from a storage locker explosives that the government says 
were used to blow-up the Alfred P Murrah Federal Building. 

Records from an ATF informant’s file reveal that in 
January 1995 the threat level at Elohim City reached a point 
that the Tulsa office opted for arrest warrants. Preparations 
for a raid commenced. On 7 February, an Oklahoma State 
trooper flying photo-recon over Elohim City for the ATF 
learned oF the pending action. On 22 February, the trooper 
contacted the Tulsa office of the ATF and warned them they 
were stepping on an FBI operation. According to FBI 
records, that operation may have been the largest domestic 
undercover operation since “COINTELPRO.” 

When civil libertarians discovered the abuses, COIN¬ 
TELPRO was officially shut down in 1971. The replacement: 
VAAPCON or Violence Against Abortion Providers 
Conspiracy, emerged much later. 

VAAPCON was passed in early 1994. The broadly worded 
statute added muscle to conspiracy laws regarding bombings 
and violence by fringe groups. Direction for the project came 


SEPTEMBER BOOB ^ SOLDIER OF FORTUNE * www.safmag.com 


67 




from Attorney General Janet Reno. 

Reno told senior members of the FBI 
she wanted evidence of a conspiracy 
between religious fundamentalists and 
militia groups. Ms. Reno was determined 
to prove there really was a “Vast 
Rightwmg Conspiracy.” 

Larry Potts and Danny Coulson of the 
Criminal Division of the FBI were 
assigned roles in VAAPCON. In August 
of 1994, the FBI launched Major Case 
111 (MO-111). 

Also in August 1994, Carol E. Howe 
(aka “Freya”) was signed to a confidential 
informant’s contract in the Tulsa offices 
of the ATF. The former debutante was 
now CI-183. Imme-diately, the 5’ tall, 99- 
pound beauty began filing voluminous 
reports about illegal activities taking 
place al Elohim City. 

Elohim City was suspected of being 
the nerve center for widespread drug 
manufacture, as well as weapons and explosives violations. 
Howe’s reports focused on persons who were preparing for 
an outright war with the government. And the worse thing 
that could happen did. In February of 1995, the state of 
Arkansas announced plans to execute Richard Wayne Snell. 

Wayne Snell was an icon within the far-right, and members 
of his family lived at Elohim City. The date set for the martyr’s 
execution: 19 April 1995 — Patriot’s Day, and the second anni¬ 
versary of Waco. Whoever was behind this decision obviously 
wanted to send a message. And those on the fringe got it. 

The same week that Snell’s execution date was 
announced, Tim McVeigh had a fake driver’s license made. 
The name on the license was Robert Kling. The date of birth 
was listed as 19 April. The license would be presented in 
Junction City, where a truck used in the bombing was rented. 

Snell’s spiritual advisor, Pastor Robert Millar of Elohim 
City, called it an “In your face challenge!” He brought Andy 
Strassmeir and his ARA gang members before the congre¬ 
gation and told them they must act before the next anniver¬ 
sary of Waco. 

Howe’s reports reflect that men at Elohim City were making 
trips to Oklahoma City and Tulsa, “casing” federal buildings. 
Carol and her ATF handler checked into a motel in OKC to go 
over, step-by-step, everywhere she’d been with the Elomites. 

In Arizona, during the first week in February, McVeigh 
registered at a budget motel in downtown Kingman. ARA 
members Pete Langan, Richard Guthrie, Scott Stedeford and 
Kevin McCarthy set-up camp 90 miles away in a remote loca¬ 
tion on the Apache Indian reservation, called Camp Verde. 

The manager of the Kingman motel where McVeigh stayed 
recalled a number of young men hanging around his room — 
drinking beer on the porch and playing loud music. 

A few days later, a bomb rocked suburban Kingman. In the 
early hours of 21 February, a small ANFO device detonated 
near the back of a house on old Highway 66. The occupants 
were shaken, but survived. 

The target of the blast, Rock} 7 McPeak, told a federal grand 
jury that local dope dealers Clark Vollmer and Tim McVeigh 
were involved in payback, McPeak believed, for his failure to 
go through with a narcotics deal. Three hours after the McPeak 
bombing, the SAC of the Phoenix FBI office, Weldon Kennedy, 
made his way to the same area where the ARA was camped. 
Coincidence? If so, it’s the beginning of the most amazing 


series of coincidences to occur in this 
Byzantine affair. 

Kennedy’s travel records reflect a 
meeting with a Sedona FBI supervisor 
and the local police at Camp Verde. If 
they had the ARA and McVeigh under 
surveillance, it’s not mentioned. On 23 
February SA Marty Weber, of the OKC 
FBI office, notified the ATF’s Tulsa 
manager of a meeting with Bob Ricks 
about a proposed Elohim City raid and 
arrest of Strassmeir and others. Bob 
Ricks later confirmed that he stopped 
the ATF raid on Elohim City and those 
arrests. Days later, on 27 February, 
Ricks flew to Dallas and met with the 
DEAs new man assigned to run EPIC, 
Phil Jordan . 

The El Paso Intelligence Center 
(EPIC) is staffed from 15 federal agen¬ 
cies including CIA, FBI, ATF, DEA, INS, 
Secret Service, Department of State and 
the Defense Intelligence Agency. EPIC is also the same orga¬ 
nization federal law enforcement used at Waco in ’93. Only 
through EPIC can iaw-enforcement gain the assistance of Joint 
Task Force 6 — also headquartered at Fort Bliss, Texas. 
Specialties include surveillance aircraft, transponders to track 
vehicles and listening devices for telephone conversations. 

According to procedures, should the FBI wish to tap the 
resources of JTF-6, they must exhibit a “drug-nexus” to their 
investigation. And to operate in Oklahoma, the DOD would 
have to authorize the expansion of JTF-6 area of operations 
from its existing state border areas of New Mexico, Arizona, 
Texas and California. 

The same month Ricks met with the new chief of EPIC, an 
authorization expanding JTF-6 to all 50 states was signed at 
the DOD. Memoranda surrounding this authorization are 
“Classified.” 

FBI travel records reveal that on 20 March, Bob Ricks and 
Phoenix SAC Weldon Kennedy arrived at Quantico, Virginia. 
For two days, both were involved in training and discussions 
with the Critical Incident Response Group” (CIRG) — a 
sophisticated cadre of specialists. 

CIRG’s mission is to provide back-up for FBI commanders 
involved in a counter-terrorist operation. The team brings to 
the table all the FBI’s crisis units, including HRT, FBI SWAT 
personnel, behavioral scientists and hostage negotiators. 

Whether ex-Deputy Director Potts or then-Deputy 
Assistant Director Danny Coulson attended the 20-22 March 
1995 CIRG meeting is not known. The FBI admits both 
Potts and Coulson’s travel records are “missing” for the peri¬ 
od of 1 March thru 18 April 1995. A spokesman for the FBI 
confirmed that the travel records listing the locations and 
purpose of official travel for the two have been “mysterious¬ 
ly” removed. 

What can be confirmed is Danny Coulson, the founding 
commander of the HRT, contacted a reformed right-wing ter¬ 
rorist and had him flown to Quantico to meet with CIRG. On 
28 March, Kerry Noble arrived at the FBI training facility and 
met with members of crisis unit. 

There, Mr. Noble suggested techniques to negotiate with a 
cult group under barricade conditions. He should know. Ten 
years earlier, Coulson arrested Noble, after the FBI sur¬ 
rounded a Christian Identity compound where Noble and 
others lived. 



Secret Service snitch-turned-radical revo¬ 
lutionary and bank bandit, “Commander 
Pedro” (Peter Langan) displays loot from 
bank heist in recruiting video seized by 
FBI. During taping , Langan brags about a 
"Court House Massacre ” the gang is plan¬ 
ning. Film was made days before ARA left 
Kansas for Arizona where explosives were 
stored that only weeks later were , accord¬ 
ing to prosecutors , used to bomb the 
Alfred P. Murrah Federal Building. 
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Known as the Covenant, Sword and 
Arm of the Lord (CSA), the Arkansas 
paramilitary camp was surrounded by 
the FBI on 19 April 1985. Agents had 
information on various plots the group 
was involved in, and that fugitives 
from Robert Mathew’s “Order” were 
hiding there. 

Kerry Noble later admitted that in 
1983, he was present when Wayne Snell 
and others at the CSA put together a 
plan to bomb the Murrah Federal 
Building. Noble said the bomb plot was 
only shelved when the bomb-builder 
injured himself in an explosion. 

On 21 March 1995, a 16-hour course 
called “Mass Casualties” was convened 
in Woodward, Oklahoma. Organized by 
the Department of Civil Emergency 
Management, county emergency reps from the western half 
of the state attended a three-day seminar. The course work 
focused on a “fictional accident” involving an explosion 
that destroys a school, killing many of the 300 persons in 
attendance. 

FBI travel records for the Phoenix office show that on 29 
March, SAC Weldon Kennedy parked his car somewhere, 
obtained a parking receipt, and then disappeared from his office 
until 13 April. 

No destination is listed other than a $15.00 charge for 
something he calls, “FBI spring training.” But on 30 March, 
a separate set of travel and expense vouchers show that 
Kennedy had boarded a commercial plane and flown to El 
Paso for a meeting at the El Paso Intelligence Center (EPIC). 

After briefly returning to Phoenix, Kennedy traveled to 
Mexico City and checked into the Sheraton Maria Isabel 
Hotel for a meeting at the U.S, Embassy — again with mem¬ 
bers of the EPIC team. Three days later, Kennedy departed 
Mexico and returned to Phoenix. 

On 14 April, OKC Fire Department 
dispatchers received a warning from law 
enforcement that they should go on-alert 
for an act of terrorism expected the fol¬ 
lowing week. After the bombing, most of 
the department’s dispatch records for the 
19th were destroyed. 

Now, only 72 hours before the blast, 

Oklahoma officials appeared to be mak¬ 
ing additional preparations linked to a 
counterterrorist operation. 

On 17 April, troopers belonging to 
the Western Division of Oklahoma 
Highway Patrol “Tact Team” arrived in 
Oklahoma City for “surveillance exer¬ 
cises.” The team included a bomb squad 
and was among the first on the scene 
when the bomb went off at the federal 
building. 

18 April: Agents of the Oklahoma 
Bureau of Investigation began arriving in 
Oklahoma City. Pay records list criminal 
investigation project #115 as the reason. 

Project 115 later becomes criminal case 
CR95-623 — the OSBPs number 
assigned to the bomb investigation. 

With the assault in OKC fewer than 


24 hours away, Weldon Kennedy 
returned to El Paso. In a memo, he wrote 
that the DOD had a reserved a block of 
hotel rooms. The motel reservations 
were made by JTF-6. In a post-bombing 
memo of 8 May 1995, Kennedy records 
that he was, “Ordered to go to El Paso by 
Headquarters, FBI.” 

19 April: Dallas SAC Danny Coulson’s 
records for this day, somehow, survived. 
Obtained through a FOIA request: A 
computer-generated receipt [which is in 
the author’s Piles] reveals Coulson 
checked into the Oklahoma City 
Embassy Suites Hotel at 12:20 AM. This 
is 8 hours and 42 minutes before the 
bomb goes off. Coulson lists the purpose 
of his trip to Oklahoma City as: MC-111. 
This is VAAPCON! 

19 April: During pre-dawn hours, witnesses reported 
activity around the Murrah Building involving members of a 
bomb squad with dogs. 

19 April: Sometime before 9:00 AM, members of 
Oklahoma’s Department of Civil Emergency Management 
gathered at the National Guard Military Academy. In atten¬ 
dance were representatives from every law enforcement, mil¬ 
itary, and other state and federal agencies that respond to dis¬ 
asters in Oklahoma. All records of communications between 
the team at the National Guard facility and the command cen¬ 
ter bunker later disappear. Officials claim the records were 
destroyed during a computer software upgrade. 

19 April, 9:02 AM: A blast decimated a substantial part of 
downtown OKC. 

19 April, 10:35 AM: OKC police dispatch records 
record that DOD personnel from as far away as 142 miles, 
were already at the scene. It states: “Ft. Sill Dog Teams on¬ 
scene; 2 Vance AFB (teams) on scene — dogs standing by; 
2 Shepherd AFB Bomb Dog (teams) on-scene.” 

21 April: ATF records reflect Carol 
Howe’s handler completed a “lead 
sheet” for the FBI. The agent noted: 
“E/C’s (Elohim City) leader, Robert 
Millar, was contacted by McVeigh on 5 
April 1995 after he [McVeigh] had con¬ 
tacted a Ryder Rental that day.” 

Months later, defense lawyers re¬ 
ceived copies of calls McVeigh and 
Nichols made using a calling card. 
The details of the two calls the Tulsa 
ATF agent refers to are exactly right. 
The first is from a motel in Kingman 
to a Ryder truck rental in Arizona. 
Then, 20-seconds later, McVeigh 
called Elohim City and is reported to 
have told a woman, “Tell Andy I’ll be 
there, soon.” 

How could Carol’s ATF “handler” 
know anything about calls on 21 April, 
made with a calling card that was not 
even discovered until the following day, 
22 April, when the FBI and ATF raided 
iTerry Nichols’ home in Herington, 
'Kansas and found the pin #? 

Continued on page 81 



This is not how the FBI and OHP dress for 
a crime-scene investigation! Captured 
only minutes after the blast, these heavi¬ 
ly armed members of the FBI SWAT and 
OHP TAC team are ditching the tell-tale 
clothing in back of an OHP cruiser. This 
area was cordoned off from the press 
corps at the time. Evidence of clip was 
only recently discovered by author. 



While author was interviewing witnesses 
who were present when McVeigh and oth¬ 
ers were at Lady Godiva’s topfess bar in 
Tulsa, the nude body of Shawn Tea Farrens 
(right) was found in her apartment. Caught 
on the club's dressing room security video¬ 
tape 11 days before the blast , Tara (left) 
asked Shawn Tea if she was interested in a 
“date” later that night with the men brag¬ 
ging about what they were going to do on 19 
April 1995. After describing the money the 
young men were flashing, Farrens was 
overheard saying, Til find a way to scam 
them, somehow.” An FBI agent later told 
the author he believed the woman was 
murdered. Local police wrote it up as a sui¬ 
cide/drug overdose. 
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Ming Back The Night 

by Ddin Crowe 



High-tech solutions for low-light sniping: At SureFire course , students learn to use the full 
gamut of available tools to take back the night. 


partner and I arrived at the 
I I If call-out scene, and our team 
leader quickly gave us a sitrep. It was 
1930 hours and the spring air in south 
Texas was finally beginning to cool as 
the sun slowly sank below the horizon. 

“There is a bank around the corner 
of this building,” he said, “inside the 
bank there are two women, one a 
hostage with brown hair, the other the 
suspect with blonde hair. Our 
observers indicate that the suspect is 
holding either an Uzi or a MAC-10 sub¬ 
machine gun. You have to get into a 
good firing position, determine the 
threat, identify the target, and decide 
whether or not it is necessary to take 
the shot. If you deem it essential and 
can take it successfully, do so. You have 
seven minutes.” 

We grabbed our mission-essential 
gear, consisting of our Leica rangefind¬ 
er and binoculars, Black Hills 175-grain 
Moly .308 ammo, databooks. Kowa 
spotting scopes, our Eagle packs and 
our rifles. I was employing a European 
system, my Accuracy International 
Arctic Warfare (AW) equipped with 
Schmidt and Bender 3-12 x 50 optics. 
My partner’s choice of firepower was an 
American-made Remington 700, 
topped off with a Leupold scope. 

Around the corner, we spotted the 
bank with glass windows that barely 
concealed the two women. I glassed the 
target with my spotting scope to assess 
the situation. The hostage was pale, 
with a terrified demeanor. The suspect 
was screaming in a language that l 
didn’t understand, although her body 
language was plain. My partner, Sandy, 
used a large mound of dirt to conceal 
our movement up to an acceptable 
shooting position. I glanced at my 
watch. Five minutes remaining. The 
sun had set by now, and we were about 
to attempt to identify and engage a tar¬ 
get in a low-light situation. I lased the 
target with the Leica rangefinder and 
received a reading of 163. We dialed 
the distance into our scopes, identified 
the threat, requested a green light, and 
squeezed the trigger. Two shots rang 


out simultaneously. We watched as the 
projectiles cut through the pane of 
glass, ending the suspect’s life. 

“Just The facts, Ma’am” 

SureFire has been building tactical 
flashlights since 1980, when the LAPD 
asked John Mathews, the CEO of 
SureFire, if he could build a weapon- 
mounted light for them, for use with 
security during the 1980 summer 
Olympics. From that moment on, the 
name SureFire was synonymous with 
tactical illumination tools — flashlights 
on steroids. Today SureFire builds 
flashlights for almost every conceivable 
situation, whether for searching your 


glove compartment or for use as a 
weapon. Ask anyone who has been 
zapped in the eyes by a SureFire beam, 
and they will agree with the use of the 
term “weapon.” 

SureFire has been training law- 
enforcement and military personnel 
since 1997, focusing on low-light con¬ 
flict resolution. There are many train¬ 
ing schools available to the armed pro¬ 
fessional around the country that offer 
myriad training curricula, however 
only one, SureFire, specializes in low- 
light combat. 

Travis Mitchell and Rory McGahan, 
the sniper school instructors, have been 
working with SureFire for a number of 
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years, both as instructors and in law- 
enforcement and military sales. They 
share a great sense of humor, making 
their periods of instruction a pleasure. 

Prior to joining Team SureFire, Rory 
spent several years as a Marine, as well 
as a Texas police SWAT sniper and 
team leader with hundreds of real- 
world callouts, including the notorious 
incident at Waco in 1993. 

Travis Mitchell, before joining the 
ranks of SureFire, was the Chief sniper 
instructor of the Marine Corps 
esteemed SOTG (Special Operations 
Training Group) program for three 
years. Travis is an expert on night- 
vision equipment, as well as unconven¬ 
tional sniping issues, for the Marine 
Corps. Travis has trained more than 30 
large-city law-enforcement agency 
SWAT teams in carbine, SWAT and 
sniping operations. He brings real- 
world lessons learned from his experi¬ 
ence in Mogadishu, Somalia as a suc¬ 
cessful Marine sniper. 

Both Rory and Travis have a wealth 
of knowledge in long-range sniping tac¬ 
tics, formulas, and principles and their 
real-world applications that result in a 
superior course. They are both 
extremely approachable, a trait not 
found in many instructors these days. 
Another attribute that separates them 
from other instructors is the fact that 
they will shoot in front of the students, 
sometimes jumping in during the sce¬ 
narios, or shooting the students’ guns 
when there seems to be a grouping 


Spotter calls shots for men on the firing 
line. Many drills call for similar coopera¬ 
tion and coordination by sniping team 
members. South Texas terrain (below) pro¬ 
vides optimum venue for long-range preci¬ 
sion shooting. 


problem. On numerous occasions, the 
instructors could be found on their 
down-time helping students, the author 
included, on their shooting positions, 
mathematical formulas, or any other 
question that an apprentice had. 

We Can’t Shoot At Night, Can We? 

The curriculum that was taught was 
unique in that it blended lessons 
learned from previous experiences with 
an outside-of-the-box thought process. 
For example, as 1 stated earlier 
SureFire is known for its low-light com¬ 
bat solutions. This also applies to the 
long-range club. SureFire has devel¬ 
oped a light that attaches to your bolt 
gun either on the scope, or mounted on 
the receiver to a Picatiny rail. The tail- 
cap of the light features a tape switch 
that activates from pressure, which can 
be ordered in any length from the fac¬ 
tory. In low-light shooting situations, 
you activate the tape switch momentar¬ 
ily, sending out a pulse of blinding 
white light to the tune of 500 lumens, 
to identify your target. Once the target 
is recognized, and you are on target, 


your partner repeats the process, this 
time holding the white light on die tar¬ 
get, and you engage as a team. Now 
before you get all uppity about the use 
of white light during times of darkness 
giving you away, kuow this: SOTG, the 
Marine school, found that flashing a 
white light on an individual caused the 
target to run for cover. If you held the 
light on the target, they would gaze into 
the light much like a deer in the head 
lights of a car for a few moments, 
enabling the sniper to engage with 
plenty of time to spare, A SWAT sniper 
from a Texas department told me “Now, 
with the Surefire weapons light I can be 
used more successfully on nighttime 
and low-light callouts and my comman¬ 
der will have more trust in my shooting 
abilities during times of darkness.” 

Obviously, you need to evaluate 
your situation and number of enemy in 
the vicinity before you turn on the 
white light, or as the Surefire people 
call it, the bullet magnet. It is another 
tool to add to the tool kit, and a great 
way to engage targets in low-light situ¬ 
ations, as well as an alternative to 




night-vision equipment that can cost up 
to $15,000.00. 

Speaking of night vision, Travis 
brought out some night-vision devices or 
NVDs for the students to try out. The 
purpose of this was to allow the shooters 
who are not familiar with night vision to 
get a taste of it. DIOP (Diversified 
Optical Products) manufactures the sys¬ 
tem that was available for us to evaluate. 
The NADS (Night Augmented Day Sight) 
has a proven track record of being reli¬ 
able, accurate, and tremendously hardy 
on such military systems as the M4 car¬ 
bine, the Army’s M24 sniper rifle, the 
SR25, as well as the .300 WinMag sys¬ 
tems. The night-vision devices are 
designed as a clip-on system over the reg¬ 
ular day scope, allowing the day scope to 
be utilized during periods of extremely 
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low light. The engineers at DIOP exceed¬ 
ed their goals of enhanced resolution, 
increased light transmission and range, 
and bore-sight retention. The NADS sys¬ 
tem, once dialed in, also holds zero, 
allowing the operator to disengage it dur¬ 
ing the day and carry it in his rucksack 
without the worry and hassle of shift-of- 
bullet-impact. This whole system was 
mounted to a D&L Sports rifle built by 
Dave Lauck, of Gillette, Wyoming. 

“The Way Is In Training” [Miyamoto Musashi] 

The course was outstanding, espe¬ 
cially for the law-enforcement shooters, 
many of whom had not before engaged 
targets past the 200-yard line. We were 
able to get data on our rifles every 50 
yards, back to the 700-yard line, provid¬ 
ing an invaluable amount of informa¬ 
tion to the shooter, in regards to not 
only their own capabilities but also the 
weapon’s. After shooting a five-round 
string of fire, we would all go down to 
the target and check our groups, jotting 
any corrections in our data books, We 
would then meet back at the same yard¬ 
line, adjust our scopes, and refire a five- 
round group. 

Many of the shooters used 
Ballisticards, a credit-card-sized cheat 
sheet of sorts that is calibrated for spe¬ 
cific loads and barrel lengths, which 
gives the shooter his recommended 
dope change for each yard line. Nothing 
beats good hard data: However, the peo¬ 
ple at Ballisticards were almost dead-on 
at every yard fine. Once we felt confi¬ 
dent that we were on target, Rory and 
Travis would move down the line, call¬ 
ing out different steel targets in rapid 
succession, which we would engage. We 
were rewarded with the magical ding of 
a 175-grain .308 round impacting steel, 
confirming our zeros at each yardline. 

The steel targets that the SureFire 
instructors used were the best I have 
seen. They were supplied by MGM 
(Mike Gibson Manufacturing), of Boise, 
Idaho. MGM manufactures every type 
of steel target imaginable, as well as 
live-fire shooting houses. Travis 
Mitchell stated that “MGM offers the 
best customer service that I have ever 
come across and there are few individ¬ 
uals more honest and trustworthy than 
Mike Gibson.” He then went on to add, 
“If it weren’t for Mike Gibson, the 
SureFire sniper course wouldn’t have 
been as successful as it was.” 

Most police snipers do not train or 
have data beyond the 200-yard line 
because a few years ago the FBI 
announced a statistic that the average 
police marksmen will take shots at 70 


yards and rarely, if ever, has to engage 
beyond 100. However, what happens 
the one time in their careers that they 
have to engage a suspect beyond the 
200-yard line? I for one do not want to 
be the officer that is asked to take the 
shot, and either has to deny the request 
because of lack of training, or tries to 
dial his scope in using some fandangled 
voodoo math, shooting on a wing and a 
prayer. This is why we train for worst- 
case scenario, that one-percent of our 
lifetime encounters. 

Many shooters found, once they had 
reached the 600-yard line, that their 
scopes had run out of both windage and 
elevation. Although extremely frustrat¬ 
ing and somewhat embarrassing, at 


gets, usually around 0650, we began to 
shoot. We started each day at the 100- 
yard line to confirm zero, take a cold- 
bore shot, and make any adjustments 
to the scope. As we moved back yard¬ 
line by yardline, the heat, humidity, 
and wind picked up which, in my opin¬ 
ion, made for an outstanding day of 
learning and shooting. At noon, or 
shortly thereafter, we would stop for 
the day, allowing us time for weapons 
maintenance, extra help, and the all- 
important siesta. 

We met back in the classroom every 
evening at 1800 for a short period of 
instruction on such topics as ballistics, 
to milradian theory and shot-place¬ 
ment, and then it was back out to the 



Manufacturers 1 reps took opportunity to show their wares at SureFire school . FN’s hybrid 
P-90 personal defense weapon proved a popular tool to try. 


least they discovered the limitations of 
their equipment on the range and not on 
a real-world mission. Hopefully, their 
departments will allow them to fix the 
problem, which would have been avoid¬ 
ed in the first place had the depart¬ 
ments done their research properly, and 
built the rifles correctly from the onset. 

At mid morning, wind began to kick 
up, and the further back from the tar¬ 
gets we got the more you had to com¬ 
pensate for the wind. This was great 
practice and served as a perfect learn¬ 
ing tool. The instructors showed us 
myriad ways to read and adjust for the 
wind, from the age-old clock method, to 
becoming familiar with what the paral¬ 
lax in your scope is trying to tell you 
about ihe conditions. 

The day started just before sunup. 
As soon as we could make out our tar- 


100-yard line to confirm zero and cold- 
bore shots. The instructors would 
break the class in half, each taking a 
group of students, and we would run 
drills and scenarios, such as the one 
described in the introduction. 

On one occasion, an older student 
made a smartassed remark as to 
whether or not we would be “thrashed” 
or made to sprint between drills. The 
instructor’s ears perked up as they con¬ 
firmed his worst fear. Rory had us start 
at the 300-yard line, identify a target, 
and engage it. We would then pick up 
our rifles and equipment as we sprinted 
to the 250, 200,150 and finally the 100- 
yatd line where we followed the same 
pattern. The whole time Rory was 
yelling and screaming, doing his best to 
imitate a Marine drill instructor. Even 
though we were under duress and 
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breathing harder than normal, we were 
expected to make the same shots, ensur¬ 
ing not to kill the hostage on the target, 
only the terrorist Did I mention that 
this was done in low light where we 
were forced to use our SureFire lights in 
order to identify the target? Of course, it 
being my first time, 1 managed the 
worst score, killing 3 out of 5 hostages. 
What an outstanding drill! 1 hope to 
conduct them on my own in order to get 
better at shooting under duress. 
Hopefully, in the future not so many 
hostages will be killed by my rounds! 

Rory McGahan invited two industry 
reps to come out to the course and 
allowed the students to fire their 
weapon systems. A1 Barr of SigArms 
arrived the third day with two weapons 
systems. A1 was an absolute pleasure to 
be around as well as a wealth of knowl¬ 
edge and real-world experience from his 
days with the USMC and the famed FBI 
HRT. If you ever get the opportunity to 
be in Al’s presence, shut your mouth 
and open your ears and you will walk 
away a better man for it. The Sig-Sauer 
Blaser features a bolt that can be 
switched out for either right- or left- 
handed shooters without machining. 
Instead of throwing the bolt up and 
back like on a Remington, the Sig’s bolt 
is manipulated by pulling it straight 
back, which allows for a very fast follow 
up shot. Fred Laughlin from FN came 
out also, bringing along one of their 
proven bolt-guns as well as the famed P- 
90 submachine gun chambered in FN’s 
unique 5.7mm round, a mix between a 
rifle and a pistol cartridge, which all of 
the shooters enjoyed tremendously. 

By the fourth day of the course, Rory 
and Travis had most of us hitting 6- 
inch-tall by 2-inch-wide steel gopher 
targets at the 700-yard line, which is 
quite a testament to their instruction. 

The second-to-last event of the 
course was the Steel Challenge. The 
instructors set MGM steel targets of 
various heights and widths at a choice 
of unknown distances, and the stu¬ 
dents shot against each other. The 
winners advanced to the next round. 
The losers were eliminated. Eventual¬ 
ly, only one shooter remained, a dead- 
eye-accurate police sniper from 
California. SureFire generously award¬ 
ed him a M4 Devastator weapon light 
with a tape switch as his prize, a retail 
value of $460, the same tactical illumi¬ 
nation system that he had been train¬ 
ing on all week. 

The most sobering thing that we did 
occurred at the end of the five-day 
course. All of the police snipers, after 



It ain’t over until the fat lady with the Uzi 
sings . Shooting through glass adds further 
dimension of realism to training scenario 
where the hostage must be spared. 
(below) Realistic juxtaposition of hostage 
to bad guy tests marksmanship skills. 
Shooter did well — note bad guy is miss¬ 
ing an eye. 



cleaning their weapons, met back at our 
old friend the 100-yard line. There, the 
quiet professionals confirmed their zero 
in the event that they received a callout 
either on their way home, or shortly 
afterwards. This slammed home to all of 
us the real reason that we were at the 
course; not for the adrenalin or bragging 
rights, not for the umpteenth gradua¬ 
tion certificate to hang on the wall, but 
because most of us attending are in the 
business of protecting the sheep from 
the wolves that prey at night. 

Know The Terrain 

The facilities were built specifically 
for the SureFire sniper courses by Bob 
Strobo, the host and owner of a 2,000- 
acre ranch. South Texas Outdoor 
Adventures, located an hour west of 
San Antonio. Bob built a bunkhouse 
with air conditioning, satellite TV, a full 
kitchen and miming water for the stu¬ 
dents. Mimi, Bob’s partner in crime, 


cooked dinner a couple of nights in a 
row. 1 have never in my life had such 
good fajitas. Bob and Mimi’s hospitality 
is above and beyond the call of duly. 

Bob also built the range and steel- 
target holders. Currently, the range 
reaches out to 700 yards. However, in 
the near future, shooting beyond 1,000 
yards will not be a problem. The ranch 
also features a second 200-yard range, 
where we conducted our scenarios 
with the bank robbers. If long-range 
shooting is not your cup of tea, there is 
a 360-degree skeet and trap range with 
a high and low house, as well as hunt¬ 
ing opportunities. 

Bob guides white tail deer, turkey, 
dove, and wild pig hunts on his ranch 
for groups of up to 17 hunters includ¬ 
ing food, lodging, and field transporta¬ 
tion for a very reasonable fee. If you 
would like to hone your hunting skills 
into that of master woodsmen, Bob can 
help you there, as well. The ranch is 
also available for machine-gun shoots. I 
highly recommend all of it. When you 
are finished with a long day of shooting 
or hunting, Bob has an air-conditioned 
weapons-cleaning room with a solvent 
tank and air hose, as well as numerous 
weapons-cleaning stations. 

Travis Mitchell hopes to run more 
SureFire Progressive Lowlight sniper 
courses at Bob Strobo’s ranch in the 
near future. I strongly recommend the 
course for any law-enforcement or mili¬ 
tary shooter. Thus far, this is the best 
long-range sniping course that I have 
attended. We shot more than 1,000 
well-placed rounds over the course of 
five days. Every shooter who attended 
noted to the instructors how much they 
had unproved and learned. One sniper 
from California attended because he 
had taken a class from Travis Mitchell 
two years prior. When his Captain 
asked him why he had to attend a 
course in the middle of Texas he said, 
“Because, sir, Travis is the best damned 
sniper instructor that I have ever come 
across.” He managed to convince his 
Captain to allow his partner to go as 
well. You are doing yourself and your 
department a serious disservice by not 
attending one of these courses taught by 
Rory McGahan and Travis Mitchell. The 
course is worth the money — which I’d 
pay for Bob’s hospitality and Mimi’s 
cooking alone! 

For course information call Travis 
Mitchell at (714) 393 8700; or in care 
of SureFire at (800) 828 8809. 

Odin Crowe is ct frequent contributor 
to SOT. ^ 
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Text & Phdtds by 
Gary Paul Johnston 



(opposite) Springfield Armory's new Ml 
Garand is identical to its original World 
War II and Korean War counterparts and is 
of top-quality throughout, (below) Not 
made during “hurry-up " wartime produc¬ 
tion , Springfield Armory’s Ml Garand has 
much cleaner lines, and is MilSpec from 
muzzle to butt . 


A lthough more than 60 years 
old, the Garand is still “one of 
the best battle implements 
^ ever!” 

After it became obvious that a semi¬ 
automatic main battle rifle (MBR) would 
be far superior to the bolt-aclion rifles 
used during the Great World War, 
Canadian-born John C. Garand set about 
to design one for the U.S. Army. After 20 
years in development and a number of 
changes to its basic design, Garand’s rifle 
was adopted by the Military in 1936 as 
the U.S. Rifle, Cal, .30 Ml. 

Standard-issue from the onset of 
World War II through the Korean War 
and into the early 1960s, a total of 
4,040,000 Ml Garand rifles were pro¬ 
duced during WW1I by the great 
Springfield Armory and Winchester 
Repeating Arms, with an additional 
600,000 produced by Springfield, 
International Harvester and Harrington 


& Richardson after the war. 

A semi-automatic rifle, the Ml 
Garand is gas-operated by a long-stroke 
piston and its breech is locked by a 
rotating bolt with two opposed front 
locking-lugs. Designed around a rigid 
full-length, machined-steel receiver, the 
Garand is extremely robust, reliable, 
and accurate. It is also quite simple to 
use and maintain. 

A clip-fed rifle, the Garand is a depar¬ 
ture from almost all other semi-automat¬ 
ic rifles. To clarify and properly define a 
few much misused terms, an en bloc clip 
is neither a magazine, nor a charger 
(“stripper clip,” used only to load a fixed 
or detachable magazine); but is a metal 
container holding the cartridges, which 
is inserted into the magazine. The clip 
remains in the magazine and holds and 
controls the cartridges throughout the 
feeding cycle. In most designs, at the 
end of the firing cycle, the clip is ejected 


J 
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through the bottom of the magazine or 
out the top as with the Ml Garand. 
Similar clips were used in Steyr- 
Mannlicher, Moisen-Nagant, Carcano, 
and Mannlicher-Berthier bolt-action 
rifles, plus the American .276 Pedersen 
and experimental WW II Italian semi¬ 
automatic rifles, to name a few. 

In the case of the Garand, the en 
bloc clip holds eight .30-06-caliber car¬ 
tridges also known as the .30 M2, or 
7.62x63mm. Since most other rifle 
clips of the era held no more than five 
rounds in single column, the Garand’s 
eight-shot capacity mandated the use of 
a double-column clip, and this made 
the rifle slightly wader. Consequently, 
in order to keep debris from entering 
the action, the bolt had to be designed 
with extended sides, or wings, in order 
to close and protect the action and mag¬ 
azine from dirt. 

With the cocking handle/operating 
rod being integral with the gas piston, 
the cocking handle portion houses an 
internal cam slot that serves to unlock 
and lock the bolt as the operating rod 
assembly moves to the rear and for¬ 
ward again. The end of the right lock¬ 
ing lug extends outward and rides in 
the cam slot in the operating rod. 
Machined with angles that correspond 
with those in the operating rod cam 
block, this extension rotates up to 
unlock as the operating rod travels to 
the rear, and down to lock as it goes for¬ 
ward into battery. 

Manufactured of high-tensile carbon 


(below) Just like the original, the new 
Springfield Armory Ml Garand accepts the 
original bayonet, (right) To prevent the 
possibility of counterfeiting its famous re¬ 
creation, Springfield started the serial 
number of its Garand at 710,000, and used 
a stamp different from the original. 


steel, the Ml Garand has a piston head 
and gas cylinder made of stainless steel 
to prevent corrosion. This was especial¬ 
ly important during World War 11 and 
Korea when issue-ammunition used 
corrosive primers. The Garand is 
blessed with a robust and finely 
adjustable rear sight. The Ml Garand 
was Parkerized to military specifica¬ 
tions and was fitted in a hardwood 
stock of walnut or birch. 

Being quite original, the safety of the 
Ml Garand is located in the center- 
front of the trigger guard, and is logical 
and ergonomic. Pulling the safety to the 
rear means “bullets stay to the rear.” In 
the Garand, the safety actually cams 
the hammer totally out of engagement 
with the sear. When pushed to its for¬ 
ward position, the safety signifies that 



bullets can go forward — an easy and 
logical arrangement easy to remember 
by virtually anyone. This successful 
safety has been adapted to subsequent 
U.S. military and civilian designs, and 
foreign military rifles such as the Czech 
Vz 52 “SHE.” 

On the left side of the Ml Garand’s 
receiver is a squarish clip release but¬ 
ton. When the Garand is loaded with 
any number of cartridges remaining in 
the clip (and magazine), pulling the 
cocking handle to the rear and depress¬ 
ing the clip release button will cause 
the clip and any remaining rounds to be 
ejected out the top of the rifle. 

With its two-stage military trigger 
and streamlined, ergonomic design, the 
Ml Garand was an instant success 
throughout the U.S. Military While a 
few improvements were made to the 
rifle during WWII, the Garand not only 
performed nearly perfectly, but also was 
the first semi-automatic shoulder arm to 
be successfully used by any army. 

Having joined the fraternity of 
firearms that seemingly will never die, 
the Garand is easily as popular today as 
it was during WW II, if not more so. So 
in demand is the Ml Garand that hun¬ 
dreds thousands of well-used, tired 
components from these rifles are con¬ 
stantly being recycled into serviceable 
rifles for sale to both collectors and 
shooters. While these reconditioned 
Mils are usually very serviceable, many 
are at least a little long in the tooth 

The increasing shortage of high-qual¬ 
ity Ml Garands has encouraged 
Springfield Armory, Lnc., to reintroduce 
its brand-new Ml (Garand) Rifle, Cal. 
30. Using its advanced technology, 
Springfield Armory has made a new Ml 
Garand receiver that is, by all accounts, 
better than the original. With tolerances 
held right to original MilSpec, this new 
Garand is neither too loose nor too tight, 
but its tolerances are held to perfection. 
I have just finished testing Springfield 
Armory Ml Garand, serial #25. 

Being the proud owner of eight Ml 
Garand rifles over the years (three of 
them National Match), Tm very 
impressed with this new Springfield. 
Made with a new receiver, barrel and 
stock, this rifle otherwise appears to be 
assembled from original like-new GI 
parts. Its action is crisp and its two- 
stage trigger lets off at about 4.5 
pounds. All functions were as with any 
original Ml Garand rifle. 

Although the new Springfield Ml 
Garand is just like the real thing, its 
lines are even cleaner than the “hurry 
up” rifles cranked out for war. To pre- 



76 


WWW.snfmag.com • SOLDIER OF FORTUNE SEPTEMBER EOOE 







Springfield Armory's New Ml Garand 


Caliber: 

.30-06 Springfield (.30 M2, or 7.62x63mm) 

Velocity: 

2,800 fps 

Barrel Length: 

24 inches, 6 grooves 

Overall Length: 

43.6 inches 

Weight: 

9,5 pounds 

Feed Device: 

8-round en bloc clip. 

Safety: 

Positive. 

Sights: 

(front) Protected square blade. 

(rear) Peep aperture adjustable for windage & elevation. 

Stock Furniture: 

American walnut 

Finish: 

MilSpec Parkerized 

Price: 

$1,065.00 (suggested retail) 


The Ml Garand uses an eight-shot en bloc 
clip loaded through the top. Robert Bruce's 
book, The M-1 Does My Talking, will tell 
you almost everything you want to know 
about the Garand , and is filled with photos . 


vent these rifles being sold as original, 
Springfield has slightly changed the size 
and shape of the letters in the nomen¬ 
clature on the top rear of the receiver. 
Another telltale clue that this is not an 
original issue Garand is that it comes 
with a six-groove barrel rather than a 
four-groove barrel like the originals. 

Disassembly 

Fieldstripping the new Springfield 
Armory Ml Garand proved to be exact¬ 
ly like any other: After pulling back the 
operating handle and checking to make 
sure the chamber is empty, allow the 
operating rod and bolt to go forward, 
but leave the hammer cocked. Now pull 
down on the rear of the trigger guard 
until it unlatches and swings down¬ 
ward from the rear. Then pull the entire 
trigger guard free of the stock. 

Remove the stock from the rifle by 
turning it upside down and slapping 
the butt away from the receiver. With 
the barreled action removed from the 
stock, disconnect the rear of the follow¬ 
er rod (recoil spring guide) from the 
magazine follower arm, and remove the 
rod and recoil spring from the rear of 


the operating rod. 

With the point of a bullet, or similar 
tool, push out the follower arm pin and 
pull it clear of the rifle with the fingers. 
Now remove the bullet guide, follower 
arm and operating rod catch from the 
action. Then remove the follower and 
slide from the bottom of the receiver. 

Pull back the operating rod and bolt 
until the rod lines up with the disassem¬ 
bly notch on the right side of the receiv¬ 
er. Now pull outward on the cocking han¬ 
dle, jiggling it until freed. Then rotate 
and remove the operating rod from the 
rifle. Pull upward on the extended cam of 
the bolt’s right locking lug and move the 
bolt forward until it can be rotated 
counter-clockwise and free of the receiv¬ 
er. No further disassembly is necessary 
for cleaning and maintenance, when 
shooting non-corrosive ammo. Reassem¬ 
bly is in reverse order. 

Shots Fired 

In testing my sample Springfield 
Armory Ml Garand, I used U.S. GI 30 
M2 150-gr. ball and Federal 168-gr, 
Gold Metal Match .30-06 ammunition; 
both loaded in GI eight-round clips. 


First and foremost, it must be men¬ 
tioned that the rifle never malfunc¬ 
tioned. All operations were as one 
would expect from this rifle, including 
the “ping” of the empty steel clip as it 
is ejected vertically from the magazine 
along with the last empty case. 

During the Korean War, this charac¬ 
teristic “ping” became a signal for the 
enemy to charge. Even though inserting 
a fresh eight-round clip took only a cou¬ 
ple of seconds; a second can mean life 
or death in combat. As the story goes, 
some groups of GIs would make sure 
their Mis were fully loaded. Then, on 
command, they would fire one round in 
the direction of the enemy while toss¬ 
ing an empty steel Garand clip up in 
the air. When the enemy heard the 
u ping” of the empty clip hitting a rock, 
they charged only to be mowed down 
by the seven rounds remaining in all 
the waiting Garands. 

In the accuracy department, Spring¬ 
field’s new Ml Garand proved itself just 
as did the first Garands in combat. 
While this model comes with a “ser¬ 
vicer-grade barrel, my sample rifle 
proved quite accurate. Federal’s Gold 
Medal Match .30-06 wiped away the GI 
National Match ammunition in terms of 
accuracy, bringing home three-shot 
groups of between 2- and 3-minutes of 
angle (MOA) from the bench at 100 
yards. Not only was this accuracy due to 
the general quality of the ammunition, 
but also to the fact that barrels with six 
grooves shoot 168-grain commercial 
match ammunition belter than do GI 
National Match four-groove barrels. U.S. 
.30 M2 GI ball produced 100-yard accu¬ 
racy of about 4 MOA. This is still within 
GI National Match specifications. 

My late stepfather, John J. Mitchell, 

Continued on page 79 



Identical to the original, fieldstripping Springfield's new Ml is accomplished as shown, 
without the need of any tool except the point of a bullet. 
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Colombia 


Continued from page 51 


resulted in previous congressional sup¬ 
port such as a squadron of eight Black 
Hawk helicopters for the beleaguered 
police force. 

His backroom sponsorship of Gen. 
Serrano’s efforts by the DEA actually 
circumvented the Clinton Administra¬ 
tion and proved to be a very effective 
method of supporting our allies in the 
war on drugs. Gen. Serrano has readily 
conceded that he wouldn’t have been as 
successful as he was, in shutting down 
the Cartels without the help from the 
D.E.A. and his friends in the U.S. 
Congress. He never mentioned the 
Clinton White House. 

While Nobody Was Looking 

As current attention has been firmly 
fixed on the Middle East, Afghanistan 
and the Philippines in our war on ter¬ 
rorism, this raging conflict in Colombia 
has continued to slowly bleed. “The 
Colombians are seeing their country 
implode,” commented Colonel Robert 
W. Johnson, USMC (Ret.), a highly dec¬ 
orated SpecOps expert with long expe¬ 
rience in Latin America. Col. Johnson 
had a secret role in garnering 
Congressional support for new heli¬ 
copters for Gen. Serrano in 1996. He 
succeeded in getting bipartisan support 
when the Clinton White House and 
then-U.S.Ambassador Myles Frechette, 
were stalling the effort. 

“As the so-called intellectuals in 
Washington, D.C. mull over the matter, 
front-line drug fighters are dying,” says 
Col. Johnson. Colombian anti-drug 
cops are still awaiting critically needed 
assistance. Congressman Barr is no fan 
of the slow-moving bureaucratic 
process. “The fact is: The State 
Department is sitting on its hands,” 
declares a Military officer in Bogota. 

In Colombia, there is supposed to be 
this massive aerial eradication pro¬ 
gram. Today, most of the spray aircraft 
are grounded because of poor mainte¬ 
nance and lack of spare parts. The eight 
new spray aircraft, promised by Rand 
Beers last year, have yet to be delivered. 

“The situation in Colombia is a dis¬ 
aster,” asserts Colonel Johnson. 

Pastrana, with State Department 
encouragement, even granted the FARC 
a safe haven the size of Switzerland in 
1998. From that base, FARC trained 
and equipped its troops and launched 
hundreds of attacks on the government. 
Johnson asserted that, “The Pastrana 
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Administration and these so-called 
‘smart folks’ at State Department were 
either oblivious or incompetent. And 
today; it’s getting much worse.” 

Creative Fiction? 

“The current situation that is tearing 
Colombia apart and is threatening the 
entire region, is fueled by massive 
drug-trafficking and it was ignored by 
the Clinton Administration for the past 
eight years,” declares Congressman 
Barr. With the implosion of the 
Venezuelan government and the repeat¬ 
ed questions of drug- and arms-traffick- 
ing being focused on President Hugo 
Chavez’s government, there are plenty 
of problems coming to light in the 
Nexus. A retired intelligence expert 
revealed that they had been issuing 
warnings to the U.S. Embassy for over 
eight years now, with little effect. 

The creative fiction that we were fed 
by the Clinton White House and their 
State Department diplomats has been a 
big part of the problem. 

“Hopefully, the change of direction 
and foresight under the Bush team will 
finally get some positive traction,” 
states Maj. Messing. 

In Our National Interest 

In February, President Bush 
announced that “20,000 Americans die 
each year from illegal drugs,” 90% of 
which originate in Colombia. In the 
past decade, over 46,000 people, most¬ 
ly innocent civilians, have been killed 
in Colombia’s narco-fueled civil war 
and 2 1/2 million people have been 
internally displaced. However, the for¬ 
gotten fact is that 12 American citizens 
have been murdered by narcoterrorists, 
as Robert Novak reported. 

It now seems that the U.S. State 
Department has a “buffet policy” where 
they can pick and choose just what they 
consider “terrorism”. This irresponsi¬ 
ble policy has led us to this critical 
point in the history of U.S.-Colombia 
relations. President George W. Bush 
declared that, “Any terrorist who 
attacks an American citizen, is attack¬ 
ing America!” Evidently, our State 
Department officials, such as Ambas¬ 
sador Patterson and Rand Beers, 
haven’t gotten the message. Beers, also 
a Clinton-era political appointee, has 
been in charge of counternarcotics 
assistance. (The same assistance that 
isn’t accounted for today.) He spends the 
taxpayer’s money overseas, much of it 
mismanaged and ineffective as evi¬ 
denced by the chaos in the U.S. 
Embassy in Bogota. 
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“Congressman Barr has been like a 
pit bull on a big bone, concerning 
Colombia, drugs and terrorism,” says a 
retired D.E.A. Special Agent with years 
of field experience in the jungles and 
mountains of Colombia. He predicts 
that “Colombia will be falling apart 
unless it gets some real, sustained 
help.” As the drug-fueled violence 
increases Congressman Barr knows that 
that the Andean region is at great risk. 

Pentagon sources reveal an 
increased U.S. military presence, to 
include a large deployment of more 
Special Forces operators and some 600 
Marines from the UNITAS deployment 
in August. “Something is brewing in 
Colombia,” contends Col. Johnson. 
And it’s not coffee. 

So, if as Rep. Bob Barr contends, 
“Colombia is a wound that just won’t 
stop bleeding,” one wonders when 
democracy will finally be declared 
dead? Only time will tell. With U.S. 
involvement growing and with Alvero 
Uribe as the new President, Colombia 
now stands on the threshold of a vol¬ 
canic explosion of violence. 

Congressman Barr has pushed for a 
Congressional hearing to re-examine the 
current situation in Colombia and how it 
can be refocused into meaningful and 
strategic action. Helping Colombia is in 
our national interest, but it must be done 
with professionalism and competency, 
not a half-hearted, “pick and choose” 
diplomacy that remains a hangover from 
the past Clinton White House. 

We all remember Clinton’s “victory” 
in Somalia. 

Special appreciation is extended to 
Jonathan Blyth and Brian Walsh of Rep. 
Bob Barr’s personal office; and Mark 
Corallo of the House Government 
Reform Committee . Thanks also for 
investigative and historical data from 
Major Andy Messing, USAR (Special 
Forces) Ret., of the Washington, D.C.- 
based ( N.D.C.F.) The National Defense 
Council Foundation (E-Mail: NDCF@ 
erols.com), used in the preparation of 
this article. 

Major Bruce H. “Doc” Norton, USMC 
(Ret.) is a “RECON” Marine. He is a 
nationally published military journalist 
and the author of Force Recon Diary 
1969; Force Recon Diary 1970; 
Stingray; Sergeant Major: U.S. Marines; 
Grown Gray in War; One Tough 
Marine; and An Encyclopedia of 
American War Heroes. He serves on the 
staff of the Citadel, The Military College 
of South Carolina. ^ 
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New Ml Garand 


Continued from page 77 


U.S.M.C., was issued an Ml Garand 
rifle during World War II, and although 
he never fired one after he went back 
into the U.S. Border Patrol following 
the war, he always spoke highly of that 
rifle. When I showed him my first Ml 
Garand rifle nearly four decades ago he 
smiled and said, “It was a hell of a 
rifle!” His original U.S.M.C. camou¬ 
flage uniform is seen in the photos. 



Johnston's stepfather ; John J. Mitchell , 
U.S.M.C., with his Ml Garand rifle at 
Quantico, Virginia , during World War II. 
John said, “It was a hell of a rifle!” 

My friend Robert Bruce has written 
a book on the Garand. Entitled The M- 
1 Does My Talking , the book is a picture 
history of the Ml Garand in the United 
States Military from WW II through 
Korea. If you’re a Garand enthusiast, 
this book is a must! Contact Mr. Bruce 
at P.O. Box 482-MI, Sandston, VA 
23150; phone: 804-746-9445. 

After WWII, the Navy and Marine 
Corps converted a number of Ml 
Garands to 7.62x51mm NATO caliber 
(.308 Winchester). These rifles per¬ 
formed just as well as those in the 
original .30 M2 caliber. Will Spring- 
field Armory offer its new Ml Garand 
in the NATO caliber? We’ll just have 
to wait and see. 

If you’re a collector who wants to 
own a piece of history, or an enthusiast 
of this grand rifle who wants one to 
shoot for a lifetime of pleasure or com¬ 
petition, check out Springfield’s new 
Ml Garand. For information, contact 
Springfield Armory, Inc., Dept. SOF, 
420 West Main St., Geneseo, IL 61254; 
phone: 800-680-6866. To keep your 
Springfield Ml Garand and the rest of 
your guns, join the NRA, and vote! ^ 
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FIST OF 
STEEL 

Each glove loaded with 8 
ounces of Granulated 
Steel across the knuckles. 


D-180 Kidskin. $49.95 

0-50 Cowhide w/Powdered Iron. $42.95 

D-100 Deerskin w/Granulated Lead .. ,$74.95 


SUPER PRO 
SERIES 

The MPXS-20 Super Pro 
Series Lock Pick Set con¬ 
tains 14 assorted picks, a 
broken key extractor, and 5 
tension tools housed in a 
rugged top grain zippered 
Leather Case. 

MPXS-20.$44.95 


SOUTHERN 
ORDNANCE 

Manufacturers & purveyors of Locksmrthing Tools, Pellet Rifles, Swords, 
Knives. Boxing Equipment, Books anc Videos, Police Supplies, Knucks, 
and Much, Much, Much More! To place an order or request our FREE 
catalog—Cat! Toll Free 1.877.667.7292. Shipping $4.95 per order. 




CHECK, MONEY ORDER, VISA, MASTERCARD. AMERICAN EXPRESS, OPTIMA 


WARNING: Check Slate and Local Laws. Must be 18 years or older to order. 

www.southord.com 

email: sales@southcrd.com 



P.O. Box 279 • Bab&on Park, FL 33827 

CALL: (863) 638-2499 

FAX: (863) 638-2486 » FAX: (810) 821-8263 




Shop your LOCAL DEALER at stores.shooters.com 

Purchase firearms with Davidson's GuaranteeD 8 * 
Lifetime Replacement Warranty. 


Select from an extensive inventory of 
thousands of outdoor-related items. 


Support your local deafer 
and Help America! 
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www.shooters.com 
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United States Army soldiers from the “Misfits, ” the 2nd Platoon in the 10th Mountain 
Division, watch from a ridge as an Army CH-47 Chinook helicopter lifts-off, 14 March 2002, 
after dropping off additional troops into the rocky battle area. 


Going In 


Continued from page 45 


time together in Baghram as their 
teams came in and out of operations. 

The senior controller calls his com¬ 
panion “Gabe,” while he goes by the 
name “Hots.” 

“That’s what they call me because no 
one can pronounce my last name,” 
Hotaling explained. 

“Plus, it’s cooler,” Brown added with 
just a hint of sarcasm. Discussions 
weren’t quite as light-hearted on 4 March. 
Hotaling knew his friend was in a pinch, 
but any worries were soon put to rest. 

“The biggest thing you learn about 
situational awareness is when to step in 
and when not to step in,” said Hotaling, 
who recently became the Air Force 
Reserve’s only enlisted combat con¬ 
troller. “This was not my time to step in. 
He had everything under control and all 
I would have done is muddy the waters. 
My job was to stand back and let him do 
what he was doing well.” 

Hotaling could not see the heli¬ 
copter because it had crashed just 
behind a ridgeline. He could see 
enemy troops — small in number at 
first — silhouetted in the snow as they 


headed up the south and southwest 
sides of the mountain toward Razor 
l’s position. 

It certainly was “go-time.” 

In Part II: Slick 0-1 uses a little 
know-how to establish communication 
with two F-15E Strike Eagles. They’re 
ready to take out the enemy bunker, but 
they’ll have to try something never 


before done. And when two F-16 
Fighting Falcons arrive on-station, the 
flight lead will have to make a tough 
call: Do I put friendlies at risk and drop 
500-pound bombs well within danger- 
close restraints? 

Lance Bacon, a former Marine with 
service during Desert Storm, is now 
Editor of Air Force Times. ^ 
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Under Review, Part 3 


Continued from page 69 

Epilogue 

When the bomb went off, Weldon 
Kennedy left the JTF-6 Command 
Center and returned to Phoenix. Later, 
he flew to Oklahoma City. Kennedy was 
appointed by FBI Director Louis Freeh 
to head the OKBOMB investigation. In 
that position Kennedy answered directly 
to Larry Potts. Kennedy’s immediate sub¬ 
ordinates were Bob Ricks and Danny 
Coulson. With the exception of Freeh, 
each man’s tenure was to be short. 

Kennedy lasted a month as head of 
the OKBOMB investigation. A few 
weeks later, Bob Ricks announced his 
retirement. That summer, Coulson and 
Potts took paid leaves from the FBI — 
both were under criminal investigation 
for the cover-up at Ruby Ridge. Two 
years later, they were cleared and 
allowed to retire with full benefits. 

In August 1997, Carol Howe was 
charged with weapons violations. It 
turns out the government’s evidence 
was a section of pipe and some cannon 
fuse ATF records reveal she was told to 
obtain as part of their investigation at 
Elohim City. Equally bizarre — the jury 
learned it was Howe’s ATF “handler’s” 
husband — an FBI agent — who partic¬ 
ipated in the raid on the home where 
the questionable evidence was seized. 
Ms. Howe was acquitted and now lives 
in seclusion, with a new identity. 

The man who headed the OKBOMB 
investigation, Danny Defenbaugh, 
resigned recently, in disgrace, after a 
report critical of his performance was 
released by the DOJ’s Office of 
Inspector General. 

In 1996, Andreas Strassmeir crossed 
the Mexican border and fled to Europe 
with the aid of former Special Forces 
operator David Hollaway. Next, Strass¬ 
meir surfaced in Dublin, where he shared 
an apartment with young men associated 
with Sinn Fein Strassmeir later returned 
to Germany. 

Elohim City leader, Robert Millar, 
suffered a heart attack and died on 28 
May 2001. On 11 June 2001, McVeigh 
was executed in Terre Haute, Indiana. 

Terry Nichols faces a similar fate in 
Oklahoma. Charges are pending on 160 
first-degree murder counts. 

Two members of Langan’s ARA bank 
robbery cell — both implicated in the 
bombing by eyewitnesses — were recent¬ 
ly released from prison. Their leader, 
Mark Thomas, is scheduled to be back 
on the streets on 19 January 2004. ^ 
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Sauna OH 


by Cdl. David H. Hackwdrth (Ret.) 


Learning From The Past 


T he three guerrillas were chowing 
down, with their loaded AK-47 sub¬ 
machine guns leaning against a wall 
within arm’s reach. Lt. Patrick Graves of 
the famed 101st Airborne Division and a 
squad of his paratroopers were nearby in a 
camouflaged position well within grenade- 
throwing range. 

Patrol leader Graves wanted to take the 
men out, but there was one small problem: 

The commanding general’s Rules of 
Engagement forbade Graves’ triggering the 
ambush unless the enemy pointed their 
weapons at him and his soldiers. 

Graves’ tough, combat-sawy platoon sergeant felt his 
leader’s frustration and bolted forward toward the guerril¬ 
las, who immediately went for their weapons. But before 
they could get off a round, the sergeant had dispatched 
them. This isn’t a recent war story from Afghanistan. It 
occurred 37 years ago in the jungle just outside of Anh Khe, 
South Vietnam. The scary thing is that the same insane 
Rules of Engagement apply today to a new generation of 
101st troopers slowly sinking into another guerrilla-infested 
quagmire. Some things never change. 

The 101st Airborne Division’s Lt. Quinn Eddy went 
through a similar scenario in May near Khushai Lalmi Ghar, 
Afghanistan, except that the three armed men escaped. And 
when his lightly equipped opponent scooted, Eddy’s troop¬ 
ers were too loaded down with gear to give effective chase. 

Like the Viet commanders in the 1960s, this century’s Tal¬ 
iban and al-Qaeda leadership know they can’t slug it out toe- 
to-toe with our superior firepower, greater mobility and supe¬ 
rior technology. They also know that if they did, they’d lose 
every fight. So they’ve adopted classic guerrilla hit-and-run 
ops as their war strategy. Their objective is to make our troops 
bleed — to wear them down, just as they did with another 
superpower, the Soviet Union; and just as Hanoi did with us. 

Our generals must get their act together and realize that 
the war in Afghanistan has morphed into a classic counter- 
guerrilla conflict and that all the bombers, helicopters and 
sophisticated technology the Pentagon can provide won’t 
win this type of fight. Small engagements, like those in 
Afghanistan or the Philippines, where we’re also dropping 
the ball, won’t be won by big-war tactics and modern Army 
micromanagement. 

To win, we must fight smart and recognize that the ter¬ 
rorists won’t be foolish enough to fight a big-battle war. 

8B 


Instead, they’ll continue employing the 
ambush they used so effectively in 
Afghanistan Op Anaconda — which, inci¬ 
dentally, killed seven Special Warfare fight¬ 
ers when our high-tech stuff missed the 
enemy’s “hide” locations — along with 
mines and booby traps, snipers and the 
sort of stand-off attacks they now frequent¬ 
ly use to pepper our units with mortars and 
missiles from a safe distance. It’s time to 
dust off the lessons learned from Vietnam. 

In 1966, after a tour with the 101st in 
which I had the privilege of leading Pat 
Graves and another 800 gallant “above the 
rest” soldiers, I was assigned to the Pentagon, where I quick¬ 
ly seized the opportunity to tell Army Chief of Staff Gen. 
Harold K Johnson: “We’re losing the war.” While informing a 
four-star general that his game plan stunk wasn’t exactly the 
most clever career move for a junior officer, HKJ was a real 
combat-infantry soldier with several wars under his pistol belt 
who knew the dying game well enough to listen. 

After hearing me out, he immediately sent me back to 
Vietnam with historian Sam Marshall to interview soldiers 
from every Army combat unit fighting there. We gathered 
almost a million-word body of data proving irrefutably that 
the World War II tactics used by Gen. William Westmore¬ 
land and his generals were catastrophic, and that we were 
losing the war. Our database was condensed into a brief 
handbook called the Vietnam Primer, which became manda¬ 
tory reading for all small-unit leaders. Graves said, “It sure 
kept a lot of my men alive on my second tour with the 101st 
— except when those idiots in charge had us storm 
Hamburger Hill.” 

My new book, Steel My Soldiers’ Hearts, shows the 
primer’s lessons learned applied to a battalion I had the priv¬ 
ilege of skippering in Vietnam in 1969. Like the primer, it 
tells how to win against a guerrilla foe — if our generals will 
only read it. I’ve offered them free copies, and so far have 
had but one taker. 

http://www.hackworth.com is the address of 
David Hackworth’s home page. 

Send mail to P.O. Box 11179, Greenwich, CT 06831. 

Copyright 2002 David H. Hackworth 
Distributed by King Features Syndicate, Inc. 

Look for Hack’s new book, Steel My Soldiers’ Hearts, 
published by Rugged Land LLC, New York City. ^ 
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